Stories of South America

Historical and Geographical

BY
E. C. BROOKS

®

JOIINSON PUBLISHING COMPANY
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA




CONDITIONS AND TERMS OF USE

‘s
Copyright © Heritage History 2010 L, Do
Somaights reserved L ,;w‘?s;::::
G BN EZD BLAS

This text was produced and distributed by Heritage History, an
organization dedicated to the preservation of classical juvenile history
books, and to the promotion of the works of traditional history authors.

\zwu.:yulr :
sy L GUIAEA
i Q'; \mn‘;‘;"

The books which Heritage Haty republishes are in the public
domain and are no longer protected by the original copyright. They may
therefore be reproduced within the United States without paying a royalty
to the author.

The text and pictures used to produce this version of th&, wor
however, are the property of Heritage Histamyd are subject to certain
restrictions.These restrictions are imposed for the purpose of protecting the
integrity of the work, for preventing plagiarism, and for helping to assure
that compromised versiowd the work are not widely disseminated.

In order to preserve information regarding the origin of this text, a
copyright by the author, and a Heritage History distribution date are
included at the foot of every page of text. Weuiegall electronic and
printed versions of this text include these markings and that users adhere to
the following restrictions.

1. You may reproduce thigext for personal or educational purposes as
long as the copyright and Heritage History versionirckided

2. You may no alter this text or try to pass off all or any part of it as your
own work.

3. You may not distribute copies of this text for commercial purposes

4. This textis intended to be a faithful and complete copy of the original
document. However, typos, omisss, and other errors may have
occurred during preparation, and Heritage History does not guarantee a
perfectly reliable reproduction.

Permission to use Heritage History documents or images for MAP OF SOUTH AMERICA
commercial purposes, or more information about our collectid
traditional history resources can be obtained by contacting us at
Infodesk@heritagéistory.com

Original Copyright1922by E.C. Brools. 2 Distributed by Heritage History 2010



PREFACE interesting geography, and the strange fauna and flora of the great
continent that lies to the south of us.

Our schools have neglected tlomg to instruct our youth THE AUTHOR
in the history and natural resources of the South American
republics. Most of the literature on South America published in
this country consists of books of travel, which, as such, are
unsuitable as texts for our elementary aroselary schools. The TABLE OF CONTENTS
rising generation, however, should know that near our southern
limits lies a continent that has a history as interesting as that ofgy ;T4 AMERICAS A LAND OF ADVENTURE .................d
the ancient Greeks and Romans and as entertaining as that of ary
nation of modern Europe. They shouldokv that within this ANAMA O GATEWAY OF THEWORLD.......ccevvvvneeeennnnn. 9.
century these South American republics may possibly becomePiZARRO, THE GREAT ADVENTURER........ccvvvvnivnivnennnn. 15
our greatest competitors in the commerce of the world and sharepERU THE EMPERORS TREASURECHEST 21
the prestige of demonstrating the purpose of democratic T T T
government. They should know that many of our own aitize LIMA, THECITY OF THEKINGS ....ccvviiviiieiiereeeevmeene 26
have moved to South America and established colonies in theSIR WALTER RALEIGH AND THE DECLINE OFSPAIN ...... 30
Amazon valley and elsewhere; and they may ask, as our countryy 5w AN EARTHQUAKE STOPPEDA REVOLUTION.......... 34
becomes more and more thickly populated, whether the surplus
from North America will not go to enlarge the peoples of South SAN MARTIN ... 38
America BOLIVAR ..o eeeenn A3
Careful students of the movements of population predict SAN MARTIN MEETSBOLIVAR ....ccvviviiiiiiiiiiiieiceveee s a7
that, in the time to come, great nations will develop on the HGGINS OFCHILE .........coovvvvveirciieieeneisieieieees 52
southern continent which will surpass any now existing in the old
world. These will be our nearest neighbors; yet of their How A COWBOY BECAME DICTATOR. ....cocuviinininine, 2
civilization, past and present, our children know practically THE CHRIST OF THEANDES ......cccvvvvuiireenrerneeninenennens 62
nothing. On the other hand, the youth of South America areqy BrRAZIL BECAME AN EMPIRE.........ocvevieeeeeeeeeenen. 67
taught in the schools to speak our language, to understand ou{_
civilization, to appreciate our form of government, and to study | HE LAST EMPEROR OFBRAZIL ...cvuvvviiieiieeieeeee e eeee 71
our resources. THE WONDERFULAMAZON ...ccuiiiieiieeieeee e eveneeane 77
| became interested in South America when a teacher at THE LAZY MAN'STREE ......c.covviviiiiiiiiiiin s cemme e, 32
Trinity College, Durham, where | collected most of the matter BRAzIL OF TODAY ........cccceveeeeeiireeieeiseeieiese s, 86
contained in South American Stories for use as illustrative
material or type studies for my classes. This material has recentl)p-'_I"ER REPUBLICS OFSOUTH AMERICA .....ooocoininnnn, 20

been rewrittenin order that teachers may have an available text PAN-AMERICAN UNION .......cccoviiiiiiiiniiiniiimen e 94
to use in instructing students in the wonderful history, the
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CHAPTER |

SOUTH AMERICA O A LAND OF
ADVENTURE AND OF PROMISE

The history of the western hemisphere begins rather
with South America than with North America. Students of
United States history are familiar with the life of Christopher
Columbus and his finding of the New World. Although he
pointed the way for European nations to found valuable
colonies in North America, there was an interval of a hundred
and fifteen years betweeColumbus's discovery in 1492 and
the first English settlement in 1607. In this period much
history was made in South America. Spain and Portugal
established rich colonies on the southern continent. They built
cities and developed a valuable commerce thatt only
enriched Spain and Portugal but created commercial and
political centers in South America rivaling in importance
many of the cities of Europe. Students naturally ask how it

Through the encouragement of Prince Henry of
Portugal, daring seamen sought to reach India by going around
the southern end of Africa. Others thought that India might be
arrived at by sailing westward as@tcumnavigating the globe.
Christopher Columbus, thanks to the aid of the king and queen
of Spain, was the first to attempt to reach India by sailing due
west. Instead of reaching India, he discovered the New World
(1492). However, he thought that he hadched Cipango or
Japan; nor did he, to the day of his death, know that he had
discovered a new continent. Six years later (1498), Vasco da
Gama, a Portuguese, succeeded in reaching India by sailing
around the Cape of Good Hope. Thus, a water routedia In
was found by Portugal and a new world was discovered by
Spain. These nations, being, more familiar with ldigiance
navigation than the northern Europeans and having better
vessels, were in a position to develop a commerce with the
Orient.

Why was ®uth America colonized before North
America?

Christopher Columbus, after landing on one of the

happened that Spain and Portugal gained such an advantage ilganama Islands, in October, 1492, and later on the shores of

the sixteertt century over England, France, and the other
European nations and why it was that they established colonies
in South America rather than in North America.

In the fifteenth century, many cities on or near the
Mediterranean Sea developed a rich trade wmtlia, and
goods brought from Asia were sold throughout Europe. This
commerce made these cities rich and powerful. But in the last
half of the fifteenth century the Turks captured
Constantinople. Moors had long before conquered the
southern part of SpainHaving also taken possession of
western Asia, through which the trade lines ran between
Europe and India, the Turks made it exceedingly difficult for
the cities of southern Europe to continue their commerce with
the East. This caused distress to Europefarwgd the traders
to seek other routes to India.

Original Copyright1922by E.C. Brools.

Cuba, founded his first colony on the island of Haiti. He
christened it Hispaniola, which meanstlatSpain, and there
set up the first European settlement in America. Returning to
Spain, he let his success be known to the world.

This queerlyshaped island of Haiti, lying almost in the
middle of the chain of West Indies, between Porto Rico and
Cuba, s the second largest of these islands. It contains 2,800
square miles, which is about the area of the states of Vermont,
New Hampshire, and Massachusetts. At the time of
Columbus's discovery, the population was thought to be nearly
2,000,000. The island waich in natural resources. There was
much gold, and the fertile soil produced many things. The
Spaniards, eager for wealth, sought to make the natives their
servants, forcing them to work in mines and till the soil. As a
result, the Indians became hastiand massacred the first
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colonists. But on his second voyage Columbus brought about
1,500 followers, and the colony, within a few years, increased
so greatly that the Spaniards were able to subdue the island. In
time they killed out the natives. Since tla¢ter did not make
good laborers, negro servants were introduced from Africa,
beginning as early as 1512; this slave labor became most
profitable. Thereafter, blacks were imported in such swarms
that soon the number of negroes on the island was grbater t
that of Spaniards and Indians together.

In 1496 the town of Santo Domingo was founded; it
became the capital of the island and of the Spanish dominions
in the New World. Within a short time its streets were alive
with adventurers, who flocked thitheseeking wealth. For
some years it was not only the center of Spanish control in
America, but a city of much commercial importance; the
island of Haiti was Spain's most valuable colony. Here in 1501
came Vasco Nunez de Balboa, a bankrupt young Spanish
nobleman, who had decided to mend his fortunes in the New
World. He did not linger in Santo Domingo, but sailed for the
Isthmus of Darien, where he made friends with the Indians,
established a colony, and discovered, the Pacific Ocean.

It was at Santo Domingtihat Hernando Cortez landed
in 1504, and from that place he led an expedition into Cuba
and thence to Mexico, where in 1519 he captured Montezuma,
the ruler of Mexico, and obtained enough gold to make Spain
rich.

About the same time another Spanish soldie
Francisco Pizarro, full of the spirit of adventure, landed at
Santo Domingo and later joined Balboa on the Isthmus of
Darien. From Panama he led an expedition down to Peru,
conquering the Inca, the ruler of that country. He, also,
shipped enormous quaies of gold to Spain.

As a result of the activities of these and thousands of
other Spaniards, Central and South America were explored
and vast amounts of the precious metals were sent to Europe.
The route down into South America seemed to be lined with
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gold, but little of it was found in North America, outside of
Mexico. For that reason the northern continent for a hundred
years after the discovery was considered of small value.

Spain suddenly became great by reason of her
territories in the New WorldBut Spain had one enterprising
commercial rival, her neighbor, Portugal. England at that time
was a small, struggling nation, hardly able to maintain its
independence. France was not a commercial nation of
prominence. Portugal, however, after Portuguesamgn
sailed around the Cape of Good Hope and opened up a trade
route with India, rose to great importance. The Portuguese
government wished to secure a share of the wealth of the New
World. In 1500, Pedro Alvarez Cabral, a Portuguese nobleman
of illustrious family, set sail for America and took possession
of the shores of Brazil, which had already been discovered by
Pinzon, a companion of Columbus.

Henceforth, the rivalry for the possession of South
America lay between Spain and Portugal, and for nearly a
century these two nations vied with each other to see which
could profit more by the wealth of the New World. Spain at
first used the island of Haiti as a base from which to plant her
colonies in Mexico, Central America, and along the northern
and westerrcoasts of South America.

Eventually, as rich colonies developed, Haiti came to
be almost deserted. It fell a prey to savage Indians and
negroes, and to pirates that lurked along its coast.

On the return of Cabral, the Portuguese government at
once sentto South America a large expedition under the
command of Amerigo Vespucci, who made a careful study of
the coast from the Amazon to the Plata River. On the first day
of January, 1501, he sailed into a beautiful bay which he
thought to be a river. He, théoee, called it Rio de Janeiro, or
"River of January." He was unable to find much gold and
silver, but he did discover a very valuable dyewood of bright
red. This Vespucci called "brazilwood," which means "wood
the color of fire." It was so valuable thdietland was called

Distributed by Heritage History 2010



"The Country of Brazilwood," and finally Brazil. Hundreds of
vessels, not only from Portugal but from other lands, sailed to
Brazil, and fortunes were made by trading in-elyeeod, which
was greatly wanted in Europe.

Amerigo Vespucci ddared that if there were such a
thing as an earthly paradise it could not be far from the
Brazilian coast. Returning home, he wrote an account of his
voyage, with maps, and published it. Many people throughout
Europe read it and marveled at the wonderfolrtry he
pictured. When they spoke of the New World, they called it
the land of "America," that is, the land discovered by Amerigo
Vespucci. Thus we have the name America.

The struggle was now fairly under way for possession
of South America. Other natis watched with jealous eyes the
stream of wealth flowing from Central and South America to
Spain and Portugal, but they were unable to stop its flow or to
profit much from it, save by making war here and there in a
piratical manner and robbing vesselstlasy sped along with
rich cargoes. The great contest for world supremacy in that
period lay between Spain and Portugal.

The Spaniards offered ships to those who would sail

alpaca shgeon the western slopes of the Andes and, carrying
its wool to Spain, gave royalty new fabrics. The Portuguese
found the cotton plant in the valley of the Amazon. This plant
has since become the principal material of dress of all the
world.

While the Spamards were seeking the Fountain of
Youth, where it was believed old men might bathe and regain
youthful vigor, the Portuguese were searching for the
Amazons, a race of female warriors said to guard the city of El
Dorado, the wealth of which was declaredstwpass anything
in. the East.

The Spaniards discovered on the plains of Peru the
llama, the Peruvian sheep, with head like a camel, wool like a
sheep, legs like a deer, and neigh like a horse. The Portuguese
found in the Amazon an animal, half cow aralfHish, the
cowfish, and, in the forests, the anaconda, a snake sixty feet
long, as big round as a tree, and with a head like a dragon.
They also discovered birds of beautiful plumage which excited
the admiration of kings and queens.

All these storieof gold and silver and dyewood and
sugar cane and cotton fields and strange animals and beautiful

along the northern and western coasts in search of gold. The birds gave Europe a new lesson in animals and plants and

Portuguese planted saigcane in Brazil and gave land to all
who would settle in this fertile country and cultivate sugar.
The Spaniards went into Mexico, took the wealth from
Montezuma, and shipped great treasures to Spain. The
Portuguese sent shiploads of dyewood and sugek ba
Portugal. The Spanish built cities, enslaved Indians and
negroes, and forced them to work in the mines. The
Portuguese established rich plantations, brought in slave labor,
and developed great cafields and sugar factories, which laid
the foundatia of a rich commerce.

The Spaniards moved down the west coast of South
America and robbed the natives of their wealth. The

Portuguese occupied the east coast and cultivated native plants

that were useful to Europe. The Spaniards discovered the
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precious metals. There had been nothing like it in the Old
World, and European adventurers turnedirtleyes toward
America as to a fairy region of riches and marvels.

The nations of Europe loved gold because it was the
chief money of all civilized peoples. The nobles adorned
themselves with it and churches and palaces were ornamented
with it; but the sgar of Brazil brought as much joy to the
world, perhaps, as did the gold and silver of Mexico and Peru.

South America was the great wonderland. The tales of
adventure there were as marvelous as the Arabian Nights;
every adventurer returning home couldegtdin his friends for
weeks with delightful stories. So many people wished to hear
of the discoveries, made not only in South America but in
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India as well, that news bulletins became popular, and

voyage took a long time and so large were the cargoes that had

newspapers may be said to have had their beginning in this to be carried and so numerous were the adventurers and

public demand for knowledge.

7

FIRST SPANISH SETTLEMENTS

Gold and silver from South America flowed in a
continual stream into the treasury of Spain. More money tha
the world had ever known before was suddenly thrown into
circulation. As a result, banks sprang up and grew into
important institutions: every progressive nation founded them
to help in the commerce of the world. It became possible to
carry on businessnoa large scale because money was more
plentiful and credit easier to obtain than ever before; great
commercial companies arose.

Europe was awake to the fact that a vast continent,

wealthy beyond the dreams of the past, lay less than 3,000

miles to the wstward. It was easy to reach America, but the
Original Copyright1922by E.C. Brools. 7

settlers who voyaged that the tiny vessels then in use were not
big enough. Ships began te made larger and better for the
trade of South America. Besides, stronger ships armed for war
were needed now, for the selfishness and greed of the
European nations caused them to prey. on each other's
commerce. A new era in shijilding resulted, therefe,

from the discovery and colonization of South America.

These treasure ships from South America drew to
American waters adventurers from other nations of Europe,
who also were learning to build better ships. It was not
considered very wrong then forilsas of one nation to
capture, by fair means or foul, the merchant ships of other
nations. This piratical warfare went on in times when the
nations themselves were at peace. A host of pirates, or
buccaneers, skulked along the bays and rivers, waiting for
these treasure ships; sometimes they even captured towns
along the coast. The treasures of the New World were fair
spoil for any who could take them. It was an age when bold
sailors often made a fortune at a stroke. Such was the land and
such were the aduaéurers that caused Europe almost to forget
for the time the wealth of India and look westward. The
continent that gave Europe a new lesson in the sixteenth
century has a new lesson for the United States today.

In this great contest for possession of New World,
Portugal strengthened her colonies in Brazil and developed an
important empire.

But what became of Haiti? The center of Spanish
control passed from that historic island to Panama and thence
to Peru. The story of this development will be told in
following chapters. Unhappily, the later history of Haiti is a
tale of cruel tyranny, misrule, and savage warfare.

The Spaniards, lured on in their quest for gold,
wellnigh deserted the island which might have become the
center of a great nation and agperous people. Even the city
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of Santo Domingo was allowed to decay. The Spaniards in government than the Haitians. The inhabitants of Haiti are
their greed almost forgot that the remains of Columbus and his mainly of negro blood and speak a dialect of their own, hardly
son lay sleeping beneath its walls. The little island that had understood by the people of anyhet nation. The people of
once aroused the interest of the Old Wdretame, within a Santo Domingo are hostile to the Haitians, and the two nations
few decades, the stamphggound of pirates and buccaneers have frequently been at war.

and the football of nations desiring a hold in the New World.
Spain established more prosperous colonies in Panama
Mexico, and Peru, and had so little thought of Haiti that it lay
almost unprotected: France without much difficulty took
possession of it. Later the negroes, who had increased so
greatly that they far outnumbered the white or mixed races,
rose in 1791 under the leadership of Toussaint I'Ouverture, and
finally overthrewFrench rule and established an independent
government. This was the second negro republic in the New
World. The other was in the interior of Brazil, where the
negroes greatly outnumbered the Portuguese.

So low did the two governments in the island of Haiti
' fall, such a menace did they become to all nations trading in
the waters about thisland, so lost were they to the sense of
right and justice, that the United States in 1915 was compelled
to take over both of them in order to restore order and teach
the people how to govern themselves. Thus the first attempt of
the Spanish to found a lomy in the New World resulted in
failure, and the island of Haiti, instead of becoming a factor in
world progress, is a serious problem in social and political
control. If the United States takes its hands off Haiti, will it
revert again to complete barisn?

The history of Haiti, since the republic came into
being, is the story of a people's falling back to barbarism while
struggling to erect something resembling civilized
government. The first act of the negroes in western Haiti, on
setting up their state, was to murder all the white people in that
part of the island. The eastern portion of the island was largely
Spanish, but the mixture of races and the threatening negroes
to the west kept it in a state of turmoil and insurrection. The
old civilization was fast passing away. The remains of
Columbus and his sohad been removed to Spain. Bandit
warfare took the place of law and order. The negroes in the
interior, no longer supported by civilization, went back to
savagery and even to cannibalism, and the black rites of
voodoo magic swept away the last trace€bfistianity. The
life of the African jungle appeared in the New World.

In 1844, the republic of Santo Domingo, which
embraces about two thirds of the island, was created, leaving
the negro republic of Haiti to occupy the western third. The
people of Samt Domingo are more Spanish than negro. They
speak the Spanish language and are more capable of self

Original Copyright1922by E.C. Brools. 8 Distributed by Heritage History 2010



CHAPTER I

PANAMA & GATEWAY OF THE WORLD

Within a few years of Columbus's discovery of
America, Spanish adventurers were coming to the New World

bravery, courtesy, kindness of heart, and just dealing with the
Indians, he gained the friendphof several of their chiefs.
From them he heard for the first time of the great ocean on the
other side of the mountains and of the marvelous stores of gold
in Peru. Peru, however, could be reached only by sailing down
the western coast of South Amerigghich had not then been
visited by any Spaniard. While these stories were taking hold
of Balboa, an order came for him to return to Spain and

by thousands to seek fortune. One of the most notable of these answer for the part he had played in the rebellion that had

was Vasco Nunez de Balboa. As was statedhe previous
chapter, he arrived at Santo Domingo in 1501 and obtained
land in the neighborhood, on which he tried to cultivate sugar
cane with little success, and it became necessary for him to
leave the island secretly in order to avoid imprisonment fo
debt.

Learning that two vessels would sail for San Sebastian
for the purpose of carrying provisions to that newdynded
settlement, Balboa hid in a box of provisions and had the box
carried from his farm to the ship. When he was discovered at
sea, thecaptain of the vessel thought of sending him back to
Santo Domingo, but Balboa begged to be allowed to go on
with the party, and his request was granted. On reaching San
Sebastian, the voyagers found the settlement in ruins. They
then decided to sail fothe Isthmus of Darien. This was in
1510.

Little was known at that time of the narrow strip of
land connecting North and South America. Many Spaniards

resulted in his becoming the head of the Spanish galarthe
Isthmus of Panama. In his despair over this command, Balboa
resolved to attempt some great enterprise, the success of
which, he trusted, would win the sovereign's pardon.

On September 1, 1513, he set out with one hundred
and ninety Spaniards arsgéveral hundred natives to discover
the great ocean of which he had heard. After finding that, he
planned to lead an expedition down into Peru. The natives had
told him tales of cities, with palaces ornamented with gold,
where food was served on goldenteta

On the isthmus Balboa had married the daughter of an
Indian chief. Through her he learned of the nearest way across
the mountains. He followed this Indian route. The party
pushed its way with great effort across streams, through
dangerous jungles, dnover steep mountain ridges. The
isthmus is only about thirtfive miles wide at its narrowest
point, but it is such a mass of twisted mountain ranges that
crossing it proved to be a most difficult feat. This narrow

had touched the coast there at several points, but no one hadchain of high mountains seems to be me@ weld the two

gone inland. Balboa himself was as famileth this section

continents together. After a terrible journey, on September 25,

as any other Spaniard, since he had visited the isthmus on anBalboa, standing on the summit of a mountain, saw the

exploring expedition a few years earlier. After the party landed
a new colony was set up; but quarrels broke out; the captain
was deposed, thrown into prison and finally seatk to
Spain, and Balboa came to rule in his stead.

Being now in control of the colony, Balboa began to
extend his power over the surrounding country. By his
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measureless stretch of a great ocean; and four days later, on
September 29, he arrived on the shore. Rushing dowrthato
water and waving the flag of his country over his head, he
claimed the "Great South Sea," as he called it, and all the land
touched by it, in the name of his sovereign, the king of Spain.
Later (1519), Magellan in his wonderful voyage around the
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world named the ocean "Pacific" because of its calm surface. other. Balboa was rially arrested by Pedrarias on the charge
The name Pacific has largely taken the place of the first name of treason and thrown into prison. Pedrarias, now having his
of South Sea. rival in his power, put him on trial for treason and forced the

Balboa and his men remained on the Pacific coast for judge to condemn him to death. Balboa was publicly executed

several days. There he heard again of the wonderful country of in 1517.

Peru tothe south, and he was filled with a desire to build and His great discoveryhowever, had opened the way for
equip some vessels to conquer it. The Indians on the Pacific the flow of wealth to Spain. Spaniards continued to arrive on
coast had many ornaments of gold, from which fact it seemed the isthmus in increasing slumbers and soon they had a well
likely to the Spaniards that they were on the eve of finding made road across the mountains. Within two years of Balboa's
vast treasures. death (1519) , a town was built on thlRacific coast by
Pedrarias, which was called Panama, or "The Place of Fish,"
because of the abundance of fish found in the little bay on
which the settlement was situated. This was the first city
founded by Europeans on the American continent. The country
around the town of Panama was fertile, and, as the number of
settlers increased, great cattle farms and sugar plantations
developed. Soon Panama became the most prosperous Spanish
colony in the New World. Being on the Pacific coast, it was
untroubled by th pirates, who swarmed in the Caribbean, and
the people could live without fear of foreign invasion.

Many years before, the Spaniards came to the New
World, the territory on the Pacific coast of the isthmus had
been peopled by a race of Indians that mined much gold and
silver. In their tombs were to be found golden images, golden
ornaments, golden belland other articles of great value.
Consequently, the Spaniards readily believed the stories told
them of a superior race of Indians to the south, whose rulers
lived in goldencovered palaces, bathed in basins lined with
gold, and were served on vesselsalfd gold.

Balboa collected many gold ornaments, which he
carried back to his colony on the eastern coast of the Isthmus
of Darien. Some of these he sent to his king, together with the
news of his great discovery. The king was so well pleased that
he fogave Balboa for his past offenses and named him
admiral of the South Sea and governor of the colony. Being
thus granted legal authority, Balboa planned to build vessels
on the Pacific coast and head an expedition into Peru.

In the centuries that have passed since the founding of
Panama, this city has had many changes of fortune and has
been in turn rich and powerful, poor asdall, and again
prominent. During the sixteenth century it was, with one
exception to be mentioned in a later chapter, the strongest
Spanish fortress and most important city in the New World.
The harbor of Panama was filled with vessels built to ply
alorg the coast, and through the streets of Panama flowed

When the story of the great devery was heard in enough wealth on its way to Spain to support a vast empire.
Spain, the Spaniards began to lose interest in Haiti. They Here came great galleons, laden with gold and silver, from the
desired to explore the country from which the gold had come countries to the south. Much of the gold and silver remained in
and visit the region washed by the South Sea. The number of pPanama to enricthe inhabitants and adorn the city with costly
colonies on the isthmus increased rapidly. The lead@w gr  palaces and cathedrals. As the city grew, it was laid off in truly
hostile to each other, and more than once armed conflicts Spanish style, having a wide plaza or open court around which

occurred. While Balboa was planning his expedition to Peru, were grouped the government buildings and palaces and
Pedrarias Davila with a considerable force landed on the cathedrals.

isthmus. Balboa and Pedrarias soon became jealous of each
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The Spaniats lived in the city, but they enslaved the fifty years old before it was even seriously threatened by the
Indians and imported negro slaves to work on the sugar buccaneers who had made such daring raids on the Atlantic
plantations and cattle ranches or dig in the mines. They were and Caribbean coasts of South America.

cruel masters, desiring the service of laborers at the least In 1670, Henry Morgan, a Welshman, and thédest

possubl_e expense. Therefqre, f‘?“'“ﬂns have made a worse buccaneer on the high seas, set to work to capture the city. An
reputation for cruelty than is theirs. irregular war had been going on for some time between the
The difficulty of carrying gold and silver across the  English at Jamaica and the Spaniards, and Morgan held a sort
isthmus to the vessels on the eastern coast was another causef commission from the governor of Jamaica. Morgan sailed
contributing to the prosperity of Panama. It will be recalled for the sthmus and ran his vessels up the Chagres River as far
that Balboa ad his men were nearly a month making the first as possible: then with two thousand men, he began his journey
journey to the Pacific. Even the earliest settlers in Panama saw across the isthmus. He had to avoid the old trade route in order
the necessity of digging a canal across the isthmus. The to take the city by surprise. It was a risky march.
difficulty of doing this, however, was too great at that time,
though a road was buittver mountain passes, across streams,
and through dangerous swamps and jungles filled with all sorts
of reptiles, wild beasts, and insects. Travel between Panama
and Europe went that way, except in those rare instances when
an adventurer made the jourrsypund Cape Horn. Moreover,
all supplies coming from Spain were unloaded on the eastern
shore and carried over on horse or rrodek to the Pacific
coast. Immense quantities of goods were thus transported
across the isthmus for a long period of time. Wtiba
Pilgrims landed in Massachusetts and established the first Traders passingceoss the isthmus saw the vessels and
colony on that roclbound coast, Panama was a hundred years heard of the large number of men that had disappeared in the
old and had the appearance of a city situated on one of the wilderness. The inhabitants of Panama were warned. But the
famous highways of the world. Lines of caravans, made up of city had been secure for so many generations that little fear
horses, mulesr oxen, were constantly coming and going over Wwas felt at first. Then word cameaththe buccaneers were

a road worn deep by the unceasing traffic of a century. approaching. At this news the people were at length aroused.
The entire male population was called out to defend the city.

There was excitement and confusion little order. The officials
called out the Indian and negro slaves andreekcall the cattle

that could be driven in. The slaves were formed into
companies and threatened with death if they did not remain in
front. About a thousand cattle, on which slaves were mounted,
went ahead. Behind them the Spaniards were lined up to rush
on the pirates after the slaves, riding on the cattle, had charged
them and thrown them into confusion.

The men were lost ithe tangled woods and floundered
around in swamps until they nearly starved to death. They
carried few supplies, expecting to take food from the natives
and from the Spanish plantations. It was easy for pirates to
fight and capture ships, but impossible foem to escape the
miseries caused by hunger, poisonous insects, and dangerous
swamps. As a result, many of them died in the woods. But the
old buccaneer, Morgan, knew that great booty lay just ahead
and he urged his followers forward.

In the earlier days this great commerce tempted
numbers of pirates to lurk along the northern coast of South
America, lying in wait for the galleonsdighted with gold and
silver and other products going to Spain. Many schemes were
formed to capture Panama, but the city seemed to be too
secure to be taken. If a prize is large enough, however,
someone will usually be found bold and daring enough to
make any venture. Panama, however, was one hundred and
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The Spaniards expected the cattle to stampede the

growing weak, and trade across the isthmus had begun to

pirates. They did not care what happened to the slaves. But the decline even before the old city fell. Thus, the new town did

pirates proved to be too quick foretn. They made a sudden
assault on the column of cattle cavalry and frightened the
slaves out of their wits. The shouts of the buccaneers, the
deafening noise from their guns and their charge terrified the
cattle, which, turning around in a panic, brokeitite Spanish
lines, creating confusion and consternation. The pirates
charged behind the bellowing animals and gave no quarter,
slaughtering all in their path.

The Spanish soldiers fled in every direction and were
slain by hundreds. The inhabitants ofnBaa were terrer
stricken. Some hurried into the swamps, others took to the
vessels lying at anchor at the wharves. Women and children

not grow as quickly as had the former. England and France
and the Dutch Republic had now become the great commercial
countries. Yet even these nations felt the need of making a
canal across the isthmus so that they might more easily reach
the western coasts of the two continents.

It was not until after the Enghscolonists in North
America had gained their independence, and the revolt of the
Spanish colonies in the early nineteenth century, that the
present city of Panama became prominent as a trade center.
This time the gold of California gave life to the traceite
across the isthmus. When gold was discovered in California,
the people along the Atlantic coast of the United States went

ran about the streets, helpless and deserted. Valuables werewestward by thousands. That was in the days before the West
thrown into wells, carried out into the swamps, or placed on was connected with the East by railroads, and overland travel
vessels and sent to sea. The pirates pursued the inhabitants androm the Atlantic to the Pacific was most difficult. The easiest

even made some who had sailed out to sea return. Theseway was by sea to Panama, and thence by the Pacific up the

fugitives were put to death.

The city was looted. The invaders spent several days in
robbing and pillaging and drinking and gamblivghen they
had gathered everything that was worth carrying away, they
collected the horses and mules. Two hundred of them were
loaded with rich spoils. The pirates then set fire to the city,
which was completely destroyed. Returning to their vessels on
the east coast, they divided the plunder. Morgan gained such
wealth as a result of this adventure that he gave up his

coast to San Francisco. The old route followed by the
Spaniards three centuries before became alive with- gold
seekers, who went in ships Colon, crossed the isthmus on
mule-back to Panama, and continued the journey by sea to
California.

In this way much of the gold of California flowed
through the streets of Panama and helped-twild the city.
The inhabitants drove a prosperous tradth California gold
seekers. It is said that they charged twdivy cents apiece

buccaneer life and went to England, where he was knighted by for eggs, and the ground rent for the space on which to swing a

the king. He returned to Jamaica as lieuteigavernor.
So thoroughly was Pananiestroyed that today only a

broken tower and a few arches and columns mark the site of

the old city. Vines and shrubs and even trees grow over the

ruins, so that travelers have to be shown where stood the

ancient Panama.

A new Panama, which likewise h#s romance, was
built near the site of the original town. However, Spain was
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hammock for sleeping was two dollars a night. In Panama the
gold-seekers had to buy provisions enough to lagil they
reached the coast of California. Many for the first time beheld

in the markets of the city monkey meat and other tropical or
semitropical food, which they learned to eat.

In 1855 a railroad across the isthmus was completed.
This was the firs railroad to connect the Atlantic and the
Pacific, and it at once became the most profitable railroad in
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the world for its capital. No wonder! The rate was fifty cents a
mile; the trip across cost twenfiye dollars. Panama was for a |
time the liveliest awn on the Pacific coast, but when the
Union Pacific Railroad crossing the United States was finish
it lost much of its importance. This was regained when t
United States decided to make the dream of the Spaniar
Portuguese, French, and English canue by digging a canal
across the isthmus. All nations had seen the great value
such a canal, and France attempted it but failed. Finally ir
1902 the United States prepared to undertake the tremendo,
task.

The great question was what was the bederfor an
Atlantic-Pacific canal across Panama or Nicaragua. The mattg
was decided by a revolution. The state of Panama, which hg
been a part of the United States of Colombia since th
independence of the South American colonies, desired t
canal to cora to Panama. Being unable to secure the conse

of Colombia, the people of Panama revolted, set up an
independent government, and sold the United States a strip of

land ten miles wide across the isthmus. This is known as the
canal zone, for which the Unde States agreed to pay
$10,000,000, with an annual rental of $250,000 for the canal
privilege.

When the United States decided to build the canal, few
places in the world were more unhealthy than Panama.
Consequently, it was necessary to drive yellow féran the
isthmus so that laborers might be able to work in safety. This
task was given General William C. Gorgas of the United
States army. It was a great task to put on any man, but he

succeeded so thoroughly that the result of his work has had a

e

GATUN LOCKS, PANAMA CANAL

But this was not all that he did. It is said that the
engineersunder his command "cut down each year five square
miles of brush, drained ofthird of a square mile of swamp,
cut ten square miles of grass, maintained 530 miles of ditches,
emptied 1,300,000 cans of garbage and fumigated 11,000,000
cubic feet of residdral space, all to stamp out the mosquito"”
and destroy the breedipdaces. It was the greatest fight
against a disease pest ever waged in history, and as a result
Panama has become a healthy city.

The task of building the canal went to General George

vast inportance for all the world and especially for South W. Goethals. He was placed in charge of the work in 1907
America. He first planned to kill the mosquito, since scientists and, by August 15, 1914, the canal was practically completed
had already shown that mosquitoes convey yellow fever and at a total cost of about $700,000,000. On this date the first
malaria. Three million barrels of oil were poured into the Vessel carrying passengers passed through the great waterway.

swamps and streams, camot only the mosquitoes but also
their breedingplaces were destroyed.
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At the Caribbearend is the city of Colon (the Spanish name
for Columbus) and at the Pacific end is Panama, the capital of
the republic. Both cities, though partly in the canal zone,
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belong to the republic of Panama. The canal is 43.84 miles
long. Beginning on the Caribbeaide, it follows the Chagres
River until the latter stream reaches the mountains. By a series
of locks, vessels are raised eigffiie feet to Gatun Lake.
Thence for thirtytwo miles, they move under their own power
until they arrive at a point where ake of one hundred and
sixty-four square miles has been formed. Thence, by another
series of locks, the boats are lowered toleeal again.

Panama, therefore, is at the threshold of a new life that
will give fresh chapters to its history. Great merchasgsels
go by daily, carrying the trade from the east to the west. The
most powerful war vessels, immense floating arsenals, thunder
with their guns in formal salute as they sail by on their errands
of defense. The flags of all nations pass in review reefioe
city. Such is the contrast between the modern wassr and
the muleroad over the mountains in the days when, the old
city was famous.

How did the wealth of Peru find its way to Panama and
why did the center of Spanish control pass from Panama to
Peru? This development was made possible by the courage of
another Spaniard, Francisco Pizarro, who carried out the plans
of Balboa by first discovering and then conquering the land of
Peru. His story will be told in the next chapter.
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CHAPTER Il

PIZARRO , THE GREAT ADVENTURER

The question naturally arises why did the Spanish
colonies in South America develop so rapidly in the sixteenth
century? It was chiefly due to the tremendous power of Spain,
whose sovereigns were the greatest rulers of the worltain t

The life of Francisco Pizew is a story of poverty,
cruelty, hardship, and distress, followed by boundless success.
Pizarro was born in Trujillo, Spain, about 1471. Few boys
have had a more unpromising start, and yet few men have
played so large a part in changing the current stohy.
Pizarro's mother was an ignorant peasant woman without a
home and without friends. When this son was born, the
mother, it is said, was lying in the doorway of a church by way
of shelter. Later she and the child were taken to a wretched
hovel, wherghe babe was brought up on the coarsest fare. His

century. Spain in thg days of Ferdinand and Isabella had not cradle was a bed of straw on the cokditene floor in a corner
been so strong a nation. Their grandson, Charles V., however, of the hut. Almost as soon as he could walk, the boy was hired

was not only king of Spain but also ruler of a territory
including the Netherlands and much of ltaly. Then he was
elected king ofHungary and emperor of Austria and the

out to feed hogs. In this way he got food. For every neglect of
duty he was meilessly beaten and abused as if he were not a
human being. There were schools in those days in Truijillo, but

German states, and later gained by discovery and conquest athe little swineherd had no time for learning. Early and late he

large part of North and South America. He was known as the
Emperor Charles V. He ruled over a wider territory and a
larger population than any Christian soeign had ever before
done.

In 1519, the year in which Charles V. became emperor,
Cortez landed in Mexico and overthrew Montezuma, the ruler
of that land, sending to Spain a vast quantity of gold. This
enabled Charles V. to build palaces, raise armitesngthen

toiled for the bread that barely nourished his body and the rags
that scarcely ogered his nakedness.

Such inhuman treatment usually kills children or so
hardens them that they turn into criminals. Francisco Pizarro
did not die from illtreatment and neglect, but his moral nature
suffered. Nature, no doubt, intended him to be a gneat, but
the cruelties of his youth warped his character so that his after
life reflected his early training. He grew to be hardened and

his empire, and equip other adventurers desiring to explore the cruel, careless of everything but his own interests.

New World. As was said in a previous chapter, England was

too weak to compete with such a sovereign. France was the

next most powerful nation, and the only one that could hope to
check the growing ambition of the young emperor.

Within a few years of Cortez's conquest of Mexico,

The brutality of his masters caused him, at the age of
fifteen, © run away and join the Spanish army. The kings of
France and of Spain were at war in Italy, and Spanish soldiers
were being shipped there to protect the Italian dominions of
the Spanish. Pizarro joined one of these expeditions. His

Charles V. was surprised by the news that another Spaniard courage, his endurancand his ability attracted the attention
had led an expedition into Peru and opened a new country of his officers, and before the war was over he became a

containing immense amounts of gold andsesil This was

Francisco Pizarro, one of the most remarkable men that Spain

has produced. Through him, Charles V. obtained further
territory and more gold and silver than he had hitherto
received from all other sources together.
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lieutenant.

After the war he went back with the army to Spain.
Just at this time Columbus returned from his wonderful
voyage to the New World, and all Spauas thrilled with the
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stories the discoverer told. Young Pizarro, who was then
twentyone years old, determined to seek his fortune in
America. Little is known of his adventures until Balboa
crossed the Isthmus of Darien and discovered the Pacific
Ocean. Rarro made the journey with him and took an active
part in the expedition. When the town of Panama was founded,
he bought a plantation near it and became a stmskr. He

had a large number of Indian slaves to work his fields and tend
his cattle. He blti a home in Panama and for a time lived like
a Spanish nobleman, while his servants cultivated his land.

The story of Cortez in Mexico and his conquest of that
rich country fired the Spaniards with a new zeal. Thousands of
adventurers were coming to tiNew World every year, and
Panama was growing rapidly. In such a time of excitement,
Pizarro was not content to live the easy life of a cédtlmer.

He, too, had heard wonderful stories of a country far to the
south, where gold and silver and preciousne$o were
plentiful. At length he formed a partnership with a priest
named Hernando de Luque and a soldier, Diego de Almagro,
for the purpose of exploration and conquest. They agreed to
divide equally among themselves the rich empire which they
hoped to coguer and about which they had heard so many
tales.

Two small vessels were fitted up for the voyage and a
company of one hundred and twelve men was enlisted. By
November 14, 1524, everything was ready. The governor of
the colony, who was deeply interestedthe success of the

expedition, and other notables who had invested money in the

enterprise, went down to the bay to see Pizarro and his
company off. It was just four years after Cortez's thrilling
conquest of Mexico. The vessels moved out of the bay,
stopped a while at the Isle of Pearls, and then turned
southward toward the unknown land. After exploring the coast
for several days and finding provisions running low, the

adventurers sent back one of the vessels. The condition of the

voyagers, waiting on he shore, soon became desperate.
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Without provisions, and with little hope of obtaining food,
their troubles were increased by a deadly fever that carried off
many of them. Moreover, the natives were hostile, and some
of Pizarro's men were killed by them.

The governor of Panama, learning of the hardships of
the party through the vessel that returned, sent another ship
with supplies and with an order for Pizarro to bring his
followers back to Panama. But Pizarro had no intention of
returning until he had aomplished his purpose. Drawing a
line in the sand with his sword, he stepped in front of his men
and invited all who wished to go back to Panama to cross the
line. All but thirteen stepped over the line. They departed to
report to the governor that Pizahrad disobeyed his orders.

FRANCISCOPIZARRO
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Pizarro and the thirteen faithful were left alone, almost If you will look at the map of South America, you will
without food and among hostile natives. So far the exjpedit see that Peru extends northward to the Gulf of Guayaquil and
had been a failure, and all of Pizarro's wealth had been lost in that Tumbez is situated at the thmrn extremity, near the
the venture. The explorers existed as best they might. They gulf. The Indians of the city were friendly, giving Pizarro
sailed out on a raft to an island, where they shot game with plenty of food and inviting him to visit their homes.
their crossbows. For five months they lingered on this
unhealthyisland, halfstarved and with the clothing rotting
from their limbs.

After spending several days at Tumbez and visiting
many points of interest, Pizarro decided to return and tell the
governor of Panama of what he had seen. He was determined,

The governor of Panama, angered at Pizarro's also, to carry the news to Spain and inform the emperor of the
disobedience, sent another vessel with supplies and with new land added to his dominions by this discovery.
positive orders to bring him and his men back to Panama.
When this craft reached ti@and, Pizarro and his companions
hardly looked like civilized beings. But the adventurer still
refused to return. Instead, he talked with the newcomers, who
were full of the spirit of adventure, and at last persuaded a
small number of them to venturettvihis party further down
the coast. Setting out, they soon came to a region where they
saw natives wearing gold ornaments. Pizarro was greatly
pleased, believing that he was near the rich country of which
he had heard so much. A little later, the eagempamy
entered the Gulf of Guayaquil, which indents the shores of
Ecuador. The prospects there were encouraging. Pizarro
guestioned the natives who came down to the shore to meet
him. They told him that on the coast of the mainland further
south stood a get city named Tumbez, which Pizarro at once
determined to visit.

After Pizarro had collected as much gold as he could
secure without angering theatives and after thanking the
Peruvians for their kindness and promising to come back, he
took his departure, resolved to return shortly and conquer the
country. He hastened to Panama. Notwithstanding his glowing
report, Pizarro secured little encouragetrfeom the governor
of Panama, who remembered that he had disobeyed orders and
sacrificed a number of men in order to carry out his plans.
Besides, the governor was jealous of the popularity of the new
leader. Pizarro, therefore, decided to hasten on ainSi tell
the emperor about Peru. He rode across the isthmus, taking
with him such articles as he had obtained on his voyage, and
soon was on the sea bound for Spain. He believed that when
he told his story he could secure sufficient help and
encouragemnt to conquer the new country and rule over it.

The emperor was highly pleased at what he heard and
saw and at once gave Pizarro permission to conquer the land
and add it to his vast dominions. Moreover, he appointed the
discoverer governegeneral of te new territory. Thus, Pizarro
was following closely the footsteps of Cortez. He was now
‘independent of the governor of Panama.

As the explorers cruised along the coast, a town of
some size came into view, the sight of which filled Pizarro
with amazement. He saw a strongly fortified city, with temples
and palaces anaqueducts carrying water from the mountains
to the houses. He saw broad, paved streets, stone buildings
and men and women dressed in gay colors and wearing rings,
bracelets, and chains of pure gold. He marveled at the sight His next step was to secure men, ammunition, horses,
and learned that he was attlasthe land of the Incas, the land ~ and equipment for the great venture that he was getting ready

from which so many wonderful stories had come. The city was to make. Thee were so many things to do and so many
Tumbez. difficulties to overcome in preparing his expedition that it was

nearly six years before he saw Tumbez again. When he set sail
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from Spain, he had two vessels and about two hundred men. The Spaniards saw temples of the sun and moon, and
There were cannon, which hepexcted to use in overawing the  palaces belonging to the Inca, built of stone and containing
natives, and horses to aid in carrying his supplies and in queer devices of gold and silver and hangings of gorgeous
moving swiftly across the country. The Peruvians had no cloth. In many places these buildings were surrounded by

horses, no cannon, and no muskets. Their weapons were luxurious gardes of plants and flowers of every size and

spears and bows and arrows.
On arriving at the isthmusizarro had to unload and

transport all his equipment across on horseback. But when he
entered Panama this time, he was equal in power and dignity

color. The explorers also saw public baths, filled with water
brought down from the mountain streams and flowing through
silver pipes into broad basins of shining gold.

This lavish display of the precious metaigde the

to the governor. However, he called on the latter and obtained Spaniards stare with wonder. Evidently, the Peruvians did not

his aid for the approaching expedition tourer

His next act was to secure two more vessels. This was
a difficult task; it is said that he had to wait for one of them to
be built. When all was in readiness, he set sail for Peru.
Coming into the Gulf of Guayaquil, he reached Tumbez a
second time (158.

Pizarro now had an opportunity to study the land of the
Incas. He moved cautiously, laying his plans for conquest and
observing everything carefully. It was a wonderful country the
Spaniards beheld. They found it hard to believe that all they
saw wastrue, that a civilized nation actually existed in the
world, at such a distance from Europe. It was a country which

attach the same value to gold and silver that the Spaniards did,
for the natives freely gave the visitors enough of these
precious metals to make them rich for life.

As the Spaniardsdaanced through the country, they
saw among the lofty crags or dotted over the plains busy towns
and villages, connected by welbnstructed roads, some of
which ran straight from village to village while others -zig
zagged around mountain coves and owiges.

There were caravans of llamas moving slowly along
the roads, carrying provisions or merchandise. Sometimes as
many as a thousand llamas were in one train, creeping along
with small packages on their backs. The Spaniards learned that

had made considerable progress, though the development wasthese beasts diurden were very tame and gentle, that their

SO unique that Pizarro and his men were puzzled in trying to
understand it.

There were all grades of poverty and a high degree of
progress. The better class of people lived in houses built of
stone and had beautiful fields irrigated with water brought
down from the mountains, since there was little rain near the
coast. The more prosqmeis people were dressed in fine fabrics
unlike anything that Europeans wore. Around the villages and
towns were herds of tame cattle different from any the

Spaniards had ever seen. These were llamas or Peruvian sheep,

which were used as beasts of burded for food.
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flesh was the best of food, and that their wool was used for
clothing. Moreover, they learned that the llamas lived on the
wild grass which was very plentiful in the villages and thus
cost the owners nothing fé&eep.

There was another sheep closely resembling the llama.
This was the alpaca. The Spaniards found that the rough
clothing of laborers, the garments of the king, and the dresses
of court ladies were made from this alpaca wool, which, as we
well know, i capable of being woven into the finest cloth.

What astonished Pizarro and his men more than
anything else was the wallltivated land, especially the
wonderful hanging gardens. Students have read of the Hanging
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Gardens of Babylon, which were consideoe@ of the "Seven aqueducts; sometimes they changed the course of streams, and
Wonders of the World." The reader may ask, "What is a barren lands thataver saw any rain were made to blossom
hanging garden?" It is a series of terraces on the side of a steepand yield abundantly.

hill or mountain. Those of Babylon are said to have been only
about seventfive feet high, but the gardens that &i»o and

his men beheld were much loftier. One mountain side had
more than fifty terraces, of ten feet each, which thus formed a
stairway as high as the Washington Monument.

Agriculture was more highly developed in the land of
the Incas than in most of the European countries of that day.
Peru was the home of the potato, both the sweet and Irish.
Maize or Indian corrwas in a better state of cultivation here
than anywhere else in America. The pineapple, the bean, the

One writer says, "The sides of the mountain had been gourd, the tomato, cotton, and a variety of other plants were to
transformed by long and patit labor into terraces which, be found. In fact, more plants seem to have been domesticated
rising one above the other, as far as the eye could reach, in the Peruvian region #hat time than in any other section of
support luxuriant gardens and fauns, rich in fruits, flowers, the world.
shrubs and vegetables of almost every degree of climate and

y But Pizarro was not much impressed by what he saw of
temperature.

the native agriculture; he wanted gold and silver. He wanted
It is said that these beautifterraces, built tier upon wealth, which comes most quickly through the precious
tier up the mountain side, were monuments to the rulers. Other metals. The Peruvians observed theg Spaniards attached a
nations much older than Peru erected great monuments or particular value to these metals and they began to wonder why.
pyramids, such as are found in Rome or Egypt. But the They wished to know the purpose of these visitors in coming
Peruvians, it seems, believed that the most gloricaimonial to their land.
a king could have was a terrace that produced food for those
who cultivated it. Which do you think had the better idea, the
Romans and Egyptians or the Peruvians?

Pizarro and his companions saw a wgglerned
country. The Inca was absolute monarch andwosd was
law, but the people respected his government and honored

The Spaniards, furthermore, saw fields which showed a him. They were honest and laabiding: it is said that it was
greater knowledge of agricutel than the people of Spain difficult to find a thief among them. The story is told of an
themselves had. The Peruvians understood the value of Indian who had 100,000 pieces of gold and silver stored away
fertilizer and used the guano from the nearby islands. Guano in his house. The door was never locked; the owner, when
was not found by Europeans to have any use until near the away, merely left a little stick across the doorsill as a sign that
beginning of the eighteenth century. But the Peruvjdased he was out; and nobody ever molested his treasure.
such high value on it as an aid to agriculture that they
protected the birds that made the great deposits. It seems
therefore, that the Peruvians had the first laws for protecting
birds.

Pizarro realized that he had found a superior race of
"Indians. When he saw that theactually did have what
appeared to be an unlimited amount of gold and silver, he
determined to conquer the country as soon as possible. He

The Peruvians could have given the Spaniards valuable went among the Indians in order to learn as much as possible
lessos in agriculture, if the latter had been interested in from them before making his purpose plain. One swemfter
anything except gold and silver. Sometimes; when it was another greeted him.
necessary to have water for their fields, the natives built long
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Once while he was riding across the country, his horse Huascar, whom he defeated and cast into prison. He put to
lost a shoe. As the Spaniards had no iron, the natives supplied death a number of chieftains who had been unfriendly to him.
Pizarro with a metal from which a horseshoe was made. It was His triumph was complete, and when the Spaniards entered the
a shoe of solid silver! country he was the absolute sovereign of a territory almost as

large as that of Charles V. of Spain. It took in most of the
he Andean country; it extended southward and included northern
Chile; eastward, and much of Argentina, Brazil, and Bolivia;
northward, ad Ecuador, with a capitol at Cuzco, several
hundred miles southeast of Tumbez. Such was the land of the
Incas, the land which Pizarro desired to conquer for Spain and
for himself.

Pizarro saw paths, dm one foot to three feet wide,
leading from the seacoast to the interior. On inquiring,
learned that these paths were the special roads for bringing
fish to the Inca. The ruler ate fresh fish for breakfast but he
lived many miles from the seacoast. lFisvere brought,
therefore, by relays of swift runners who covered incredible
distances. A fish would be caught the evening before and the
runners, stationed at intervals of a few miles apart, carried it
nearly a hundred miles to the Inca. Thus he had fish
breakfast. The remains of these fpaths are still preserved.

Pizarro heard of the wonderful palaces and baths of the
Inca, which existed in every important place. One was at Quito
on the top of a mountain; one was in Chile, and at Lake
Titicaca thee was a great temple with baths of gold. The
explorer wished to see all these places, but he especially
desired to visit the capital, Cuzco, which lay somewhat
southwest of the central part of Peru, several hundred miles
distant from Tumbez. There liveldd Inca, Atahualpa.

What Pizarro and his men beheld on every hand
exceeded the wonderful stories that had traveled up the coast
to Panama. But there were other sights surpassing those with
which they had become familiar. The Indians were at first very
friendly and showed a disposition to give Pizarro and his men
all the information that the latter could possibly desire. The
ruling classes seemed to take a great pride in their country, and
when they saw that the Spaniards represented a civilization
differet from theirs and, in some respects superior, they
desired the friendship of the foreigners.

Historians say that for many years there had been
unrest in this famway country and that different pretenders to
the throne had been striving for supremacy,tbat Atahualpa
finally triumphed. His last conflict was with his brother,
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on board the ships a considerable portion of the treasures
CHAPTER IV captured and sent back to Panama for more men. He believed
that he had force enough to hold out until reinforcements
, arrived and that he could secure an abunglaridood in the
PERU,THE EMPEROR'S TREASURE CHEST country. He saw the vessels depart and then marched

southward.

When Francisco Pizarro ared in Peru, he had no idea
of the size or the wealth of Atahualpa's country, but he had
authority to take possession of it and send back to the emperor
onefifth of all the precious metals obtained. The remainder
was to be divided between Pizarro andrhe.

In a few days the expedition reached Tumbez, but, to
the surprise of all, this town also was deserted. Most of the
buildings had been destroyed, and the treasures had been
caried away. Pizarro learned that Atahualpa, the ruler of all
the Peruvians, was encamped at Cajamarca, about three
hundred miles to the south of them. Cajamarca, one of the
capitals of the country, was situated on a mountain plateau at
an elevation of abou9,000 feet. The commander sent De
Soto, who later became famous for his explorations in North
America, with a picked body of men, to investigate and report
on the size of the Inca's army and his purpose. De Soto
returned after several days, accompanied Inyessenger from
Atahualpa, who extended to the visitors a welcome to his
kingdom, inviting Pizarro to visit Cajamarca.

The invitation was accepted, and immediately the
Spaniards began their journey to that place, which was even
more imposing than TumbeSeveral days were spent on the
way; everywhere along the line of march the Spaniards saw

LLAMAS LADEN WITH ORE CROSSINGA RIVER signs of great wealth.

On the landing of the second expedition in Peru, the ~ When Pizarro entered the beautiful valley in which
Spaniards presented a different front toward the natives from Cajamarca lies, as one writer says, "he could plainly discern
that of their first visit. Even before they landed they convinced the glistening white housethie fortresses perched upon rocks,
the Indians that their purpose was unfriendly. Before reaching and the square temples of the town; and, extending his glance
Tumbez, Pizarro commanded his men to fire off cannon in Peyond, he could just see the white tents of the Inca’s camps,
order to overawe the natives along the coast. The threat was dotting the plain and hillsides in the hazy distance.”

SUCCESSfUlfOf the latter were so badly frightened that they all A messenger was sent to Atahua|pa tocamce that
fled. The Spaniards found the little villages by the shore pijzarro had arrived and that he wished to meet the great ruler
deserted, and, on entering the abandoned huts, they cameas "a friend and brother." The Inca received the messenger
across food in abundance, besides many articles of gold and courteously and replied that he would visit the Spanish
silver and much fine clotmade from alpaca wool. Pizarro pUt chieftain on the fo”owing day and extend a welcome to the
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paleface soldiers from over the sea. It is probable that the while the whole plain seemed to be ca@ck with troops. The
Indian emperor was the victim of a fatal curiosity to see the Spaniards estimated the number of the natives at over 30,000.

NEWCOMETS. Pizarro sent a priest to meet Atahualpa and to

The messengers, returning, reported that they had been announce that he himself was now the lawful ruler of the
treated with great kindness by the Inca, who seemed well country, having been appointed to govern it by the greatest
disposed and vg desirous to visit Pizarro. They reported also monarch in the whole world. Atahualpa expressed
that they had seen many articles of fine gold, that the nobles astonishment. He seemed to scorn the priest, who shrank back
had rich ornaments, and that the Inca's meals were served inat his gesture of disapproval. Thereupon Pizarro gave the
vessels of pure gold. In fact, it was difficult for Pizarro to  signal for an attack on the unsuspecting Indians. Immediately
conceive of so muclgold in ordinary use as his messengers martial music broke forth. The cammroared with a deafening
reported. noise and spread death and destruction on every hand. The
foot-soldiers charged with muskets and pikes. Horsemen
rushed out with fiendish yells. The Peruvians were so much
astonished and frightened that they fled pastitcken n every
direction, except the bodyguard around the king, which sought
to protect him to the last. The land of Peru had never
witnessed such a tumult. Everywhere the Peruvians, seized
with superstitious fear, rushed hither and thither without aim,
desiringonly to escape the fearful noise and massacre.

The Spanish leader now conceived a bold scheme. He
announced to his lieutenants that it was his purpose to take the
Inca prisoner when he visited him the following day.
Remembering that Cortez by a boldog&e had captured
Montezuma in Mexico, Pizarro believed it would be just as
easy to seize the Inca of Peru; and, holding him captive, he
might be able to rule the whole country through the prisoner.
In such a way did the crafty Spaniard plan to meet Atglaual
as a "friend and brother." It was Pizarro's order that the king should not be hurt.
He believed that the people would be more impressed if they
knew that he was powerful enough to capture the Inca with a
small force and hold him a paser rather than kill him. Then,
too, he might be able to dictate to the people if he had the king
in his possession. But though the Peruvian army was scattered,
it was not easy to take the Inca. His bodyguards fought
desperately. However, they were ovemgoed and slaughtered
to a man, and Pizarro, pushing his way through the carnage,
seized the Inca and dragged him away a prisoner, while his
soldiers, pursuing the Peruvians, continued to slay them by
thousands. Probably there was never a war with less
provocation, but such was the character of the man who had
come to rule over this new country. He was without
conscience and without pity.

Next morning Pizarro drew up his horsemen in battle
array and formed his fo@ldiers so as to make a striking
spectacle. Soon messengers announced that the royal
procession was approaching. A little later the Peruvian army
was observed passing through the city gates. Four hundred
Indian boys came first, singing as they marched at the head of
the column. They were followed by a thousand men dressed in
a uniform of red and white squares, like a chess board. Other
troops, cladn pure white and carrying silver hammers, came
in large numbers. Then appeared the royal personage in regal
splendor. Eighty chieftains in costumes of azure bore a
glittering throne on which, high above their heads, sat the Inca,
adorned with plumes of viaus colors and almost covered
with sheets of gold and silver crusted with precious stones.
Behind him came the chief officers of his court, carried in the At first the Inca could hardly believe that he was a
same manner. Several bands of singers and dancers followed,captive. But he soon realized his situation and saw that Pizarro
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was a man who coveted gold and silver above everything else.
After the confusion of battle, the conqueror and his royal
prisoner entered one of the Inca's palaces. Knowing that
Pizarro would do anything for gold, Atahualpa sought to buy
his freedom. This wa just what Pizarro wanted, for he
believed the treasures of the country would now be opened to
him.

The two were in a room about twerttyo feet long
and sixteen feet wide. Atahualpa offered to fill this room with
gold as high as his upstretched arm ed&al if Pizarro would
free him and leave the country. Pizarro at once agreed and,
drawing a line along the wall as far up as he could reach, he
told Atahualpa to notify his countrymen that when the room
was filled to that line the latter would be set frdiethe
promise were not kept, however, the Inca would be put to
death.

Hoping thus to secure his liberty, Atahualpa sent
messengers throughout the country directing the people to
bring in the gold. Lines of llamas, hundreds long, came
bearing the preci@mimetal. Men brought it in on their backs;
some of them walked six hundred miles with it. The time for
ransom extended into weeks and months, but still the bearers
came bringing gold.

The capital, Cuzco, was about thirty days' journey
south from Cajamarca his was the greatest city of the Incas.
It was a rich town with gorgeous temples which had, it is said,
floors and walls of pure gold. Soon after the capture of
Atahualpa, Pizarro's vessels returned from Panama with
additional troops. He now determin&dl push on as soon as
possible to Cuzco. In the meantime, Atahualpa had an
opportunity to study his captors. The point in which they
surprised him most was in their ability to read and write. He
had never seen anything like it before. In this one respect h
knew the Spaniards to be superior to the Peruvians, whose
only writing was picturavriting. He took so much interest in
the art of writing that his anguish at being a captive was
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somewhat lessened, and he expressed a desire to learn to read
and write.

One day he had one of Pizarro's men write something
on his thumbnail. It was the Spanish word "Dios," which
means God. The Inca then asked every soldier that came in
what it was, and each gave the same answer. This entertained
him very much. When Pizarrmtered, Atahualpa asked him
what was written on his thuratil Pizarro made no reply. It
was then that the Inca discovered that Pizarro could not read.
By this he knew that his captor was a lbarn man.
Atahualpa's manner toward him changed at once, whatte
Pizarro furious.

Every day, however, the gold was coming in, and the
promise of the Inca was on the point of being fulfilled. In the
meantime, Pizarro had been entrenching himself in the country
in every way possible. Still it seemed necessary o toi get
rid of Atahualpa. As the captive Inca interfered with his plans
of conquest, Pizarro decided to have him tried for treason on
the pretext that he was secretly communicating with his
followers and stirring them up to attack the Spaniards.

Thereupa Atahualpa was brought before a court and
found guilty of treason. The sentence was that he should be
burned at the stake, but that if he gave up his religion and
accepted Christianity he would be strangled instead. The
unhappy Inca could not understanke tsentence, but he
accepted the easier fate. Surrounded by Pizarro's soldiers, he
was tied to a stake and choked to death. His body was burned.
Thus ended the career of the greatest ruler of the Indians.

The news of his execution was carried throughbat t
empire. Before resistance to the cruelty and oppression of the
Spaniards could be organized, Pizarro had a younger brother
of Atahualpa crowned as Inca in the midst of great pomp and
ceremony, in order to serve as a tool for his government.

The treasw brought in made the whole army of
Spaniards rich, even after the emperor's fifth part had been set
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aside. Pizarro's brother was appointed to take it to Spain and of gold vessels and strange utensils, fine cloth, golden sandals,
deliver it in person to Charles V. The Indians submitted and an abundance of grain and other food.

readily to the new Inca. The use afie language by most of
the natives in the great empire made it easy for Pizarro to
clench his conquest. The Indians, accustomed to obey their
rulers, continued to obey after the rulers had changed.

The Spaniards found so much gold that, night after
night, the soldiers gamldeaway enough of it to enrich the
kings of Europe. Pizarro had a huge pile of gold vessels and
ornaments melted down; and again a fifth was set aside and
sent to Spain for the emperor, who was fast becoming very
wealthy from the returns from Peru alone.

Pizarro carried the young Inca into the palace of his
fathers, where, surrounded by an immense crowd of natives,
the latter was formally crowned ruler of Peru. The natives
clamored their approval, and the Inca accepted the empty
honors, not realizing thatehwas both the creature and the tool
of the Spaniards. Thus did Peru pass from an independent
nation into a province of the Emperor Charles V. Nevertheless,
it was more than a mere province. It was one of the main props
of the empire. It was a treasure shidrom which the emperor
drew the wealth that made his court the most luxurious in
Europe.

But Pizarro was not destined to enjoy for many years
the ease and peace that might have come to a juster conqueror.
INCA THRONE AT CUZCO He had murdered the rightful ruler of Peru. ltbl massacred
. thousands of natives. He had tortured and put to death priests
Soon after Atahualpa’s death, Pizarro set out to take anq other officials who stood in his way. He had visited the
possession of Cuzco. With him went the new Inca, whom he most brutal punishments on those who disobeyed him. He had
treated with great respect in order to impress the natives, for ensjaved the Indians and made them toil for the Spaniards.
he expected to rulene¢ Peruvians through him. After a long  \oreover, he had not dealt fairly with his own men. Many
journey, covering nearly thirty days, they came to Cuzco, the \ere jealous of his power, and even his highest officials
capital. The ruins of that city today tell something of its questioned his integrity. Therefore, some of his own company
greatness before the conquest. Pizarro entered it with no tymed against him and incited the Indians to revolt. Pizarro

opposition. The Spanish soldiers wemehibited from going had to fight thePeruvians and, also, a part of the Spaniards
into private homes, but they freely entered the temples and themselves.

palaces. Without scruple they tore down the golden plates and _ _
ornaments that adorned the walls and, in their greed for gold, Adventurers from Panama, learning of his wonderful
invaded the tombs of the dead and robbed thesesr In discoveries, came to Peru. Many of them were as

caverns and in public magazines were brought. to light a mass conscienceless as Pizarro. Large numbers joined the
dissatisfied Spaniards in an attempt to break power.
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Pizarro's early life had soured the milk of human kindness in
him. He now fought his leading lieutenant, Almagro, with the
same ferocity with which he had fought poverty in his youth,
and when he made prisoners of Almagro and his followers he
putthem to death.

The conqueror moved the capital from Cuzco in 1535
and founded the city of Lima, about six miles from the coast,
Within a few years the center of Spanish control in the New
World passed from Panama to Lima. For nearly two hundred
years Lina was not only the capital of the Spanish possessions
in South America but one of the important cities of the world.

However, Pizarro did not live long after founding
Lima, "The City of the Kings," as it was called. Even his own
countrymen would not submito his tyranny. He was
constantly at war with them as well as with the natives. He met
cruelty with cruelty, treachery with treachery. Finally, on June
26, 1541, deserted even by his formerly faithful attendants, he
was assassinated in his own palacesbye of Almagro's
followers. Thus ended the life of a man who was too brutal
and cruel to have many friends and too crafty to be a great
statesman. Yet his conquest laid the foundation of Spain's
dominion over all South America except Brazil. Enough gold
was shipped from Peru to enrich a great empire, and it is said
that sufficient silver was discovered and sent to Europe to
encircle the globe seven times over had it been minted into
coins and the coins laid edge to edge. No wonder that Peru
was called "Th&mperor's Treasure Chest."
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CHAPTER V

LIMA , THE CITY OF THE KINGS

The spot chosen by Pizarro for the new capital of Peru
was in the beautiful valley of the Rimac River, a few miles
from its mouth. Here the cool currents from the siuapped
mountains andhe soft breezes from the Pacific meet and
produce an ideal climate. It was there, in January, 1535, that
Pizarro founded "the City of the Kings," named after the three
wise men of the East who came to see the infant Christ. Later
its name was changed kima. It has remained the capital of
Peru from that time to this.

Lima has been captured by hostile armies several times
since its foundation. Sixteen times it has been injured by
earthquakes, and twice almost completely destroyed. Yet it is
still a city of nearly a quarter of a million population and one
of the most beautiful and interesting places in the western
world.

The gold and silver discovered in Peru and sent to
Spain drew Europeans to South America by thousands. From
Peru they crossed the mountand settled in Argentina and
Bolivia and Paraguay. They moved southward and established
colonies in Chile. They stopped on their way to Peru and
founded settlements in Ecuador, Colombia, and Venezuela.

In 1544, just three years after the death of fRigd@eru
was made a viceroyalty, under a ruler called viceroy, which
title meant that he was acting in all matters for the king.
Moreover, he was given jurisdiction over "the entire continent
of South America." Lima, therefore, became the capital of all
the Spanish colonies in South America. The city of Panama
was eclipsed by the growing importance of the City of the
Kings, and long before there was a single English colony in
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the New World the governor of Peru had become the most
powerful Spanish ruler néxo the monarch himself.

Lima was a typical Spanish city. It was built around a
great plaza or open square, which was the center of the place.
Roads extended from it to all the provinces, and traders from
every part of South America brought their wareshe plaza
to be bartered or sold. Lima, therefore, became the great
meetingplace for all Spanish South America. Lines of
caravans from the Atlantic coast came winding slowly across
the pampas of Argentine and over the mountains bearing their
merchandiseNegroes from the upper Amazon bore baskets of
cloth and woolen stuff. Indians from the mountains and plains
and explorers from Ecuador and Bolivia brought silver and
gold. Farmers from Chile came laden with wine and wheat.
All met in the streets of Limahe proud capital.

The viceroy of Peru was the highest civil and military
officer on the continent. At Lima he had a magnificent palace
and an elaborate court, which rivaled that of the king of Spain.
Here the supreme judges of all the continent had pataces;
they maintained a style as regal as that of the courts of Europe.
Likewise, here resided many noble Spanish families, whose
wealth and social distinction gave the City of the Kings much
gilded splendor. Here were large cathedrals and monasteries
and here the dreaded tribunal of the Inquisition had its chief
colonial seat. Here also was situated the first university of the
New World, that of San Marcos, which was opened in 1551,
nearly a century before Harvard college was founded. It was
modeledafter the great University of Salamanca in Spain, one
of the most famous seats of learning in Europe.

It was in Lima that the Countess of Cinchona, a
beautiful Spanish lady, was residing in the seventeenth
century, when she was stricken with a fever #latmed the
capital. The natives told of a tree, the bark of which contained
a cure for this dreaded malady. The physicians of those days
had not learned the cause of malarial fever, nor had they
discovered an effective remedy. But they sent for this bark,
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from which a tea was made and given to the Countess of Students will ask the question why was it that from the
Cinchona. She immediately began to improve. The tea was City of Kings a wise government did not extend to all the
very bitter, almost too bitter to swallow, but she drank it until  Spanish colonies? The cause is not difficult to find. In the first
she was well again. place, no natiomt that time had learned to govern its colonies
wisely. The chief object in founding colonies was to enrich the
mother country. In the second place, no people ever
worshipped gold and silver more entirely than did the
Spaniards. They did not migrate in fdies and seek to build

up a great nation. Comparatively few Spanish women settled
in South America, but thousands of Spanish men came over
and intermarried with the natives or the negroes. As a result, a
race of haHbreeds sprang up, on whom the Sparsidodked

as inferiors. They gave these hbafeeds little or no part in the
government. Thus there was a large population of mixed
breeds governed by a handful of pbteoded Spaniards.

This bark was a more valuable discovery than the gold
Pizarro found, for it has saved perhaps millions of lives from
malarial fever. It was the substance from which quinine is
made, and is known as Peruvian bark. The natives were urged
to bring in more of this bark, which was shipped to Europe, to
North America,and to every quarter of the globe. Strangers
came from all over the world to see the trees from which the
valuable drug is extracted. They learned to grind it and make a
fine white powder from it, which is called quinine. One tree
about sixty feet high a@hsix feet in circumference yields, it is
said, about a thousand pounds of bark and produces about
$3,000 worth of quinine. A forest of these trees would be The Spaniards, in colonizing a country, planned to live
worth as much as a gold mine. in towns orvillages, or, if in the country, on large estates of
f which they were lords and masters. Usually, they lived in
towns and enslaved the natives, requiring them to cultivate the
fields and give them the fruits of their labor. The foreigners,
other than the Smiards, who came to the country were
allowed no voice in the government; the descendants from
marriages of Spaniards and Indians were treated little better
than slaves. When a Spaniard married a white foreigner, their
descendants were called creoles. Tlater were also
considered inferior and were permitted little influence in the

Across the mountains to the east were vast areas of government. As a result, a large part of the population grew to
prairie lands, or pampas, as they are callechefV the hate Spanish rule in South America. In reality, only the men
Spaniards first entered this country, there were no horses or who had come over from Spain had reason to favor it
cattle on the plains, but within a few years the imported stock,
turned loose, multiplied rapidly. Many escaped from their
owners into the limitless prairies. Within a century, milliafs
cattle and horses flourished on the rich grass and roamed wild
over the plains. Nature seemed to have given the Spaniards an
opportunity to found one of the greatest countries in the world.
Gold, silver, and other precious metals, plants that produced
effective medicines, a variety of food all abounded here.

The Spaniards had discovered not only the center o
the world's suply of gold, but the greatest medicine in the
world. Other nations have since transplanted the cinchona tree.
India, Java, Algeria, and even the United States grow it. For
many years Peruvian bark collectors made great fortunes by
selling their product tohie different countries of the world.
Finally, as other nations learned to cultivate the cinchona tree,
the center of the quinine industry passed from Peru.

One of the first acts of Pizarro's government was to
enslave the Indians, who were compelled to till the soil but
could sell their products only to the lapdner on whose
estate they lived. Sometimes they were made to weave and
spin, but they could busnaterials only from the owner. Taxes
took all their profits, and the land owners kept them always in
debt. According to the law, no Indian could leave his place of

Original Copyright1922by E.C. Brools. 27 Distributed by Heritage History 2010



residence so long as he was in debt to his master. Not only he was stripped and laid on his face and beaten until dig bo
that, but if he should die theéebt descended to his children,  was in sores."

who were held in bondage until it was paid. This system of
peonage, as it is called, was a great evil. It kept the Indians higher
down.

As the local rulers tyrannized over the Indians, so the
rulers tyrannized over the whole body of inhabitants.
The lot of the Indians was bitterly hard, but the Europeans
Moreover, the colonies were held for the benefit of who had made their homes in Peru did not escape. The cruelty
Spanish merchants, who bought from theweradhe right to and inhumanity of the rulers, both civil and religious, were
trade. Manufactured articles made in Spain and other articles destructive of efforts to found a just government. The rulers
of merchandise offered for sale were distributed among the needed money for their extravagant manner of living and they
natives, who were required to buy whether they needed them shaped the laws so as to make every province contribute its
or not. On one occasion a vessel brought over a large tyuanti share of pinder.
of spectacles. Now the Indians had no need of spectacles, but a
law was passed to the effect that after a certain date the Indians
in a whole province must wear spectacles while attending
church. The poor natives had to obey. Silk stockings, fine
clothing, and other articles of luxury which they did not need,
were likewise sold to them, and they were required to work
out the cost. Many Spanish traders who came over poor
returned home after a few years with considerable wealth.

This was only following the example of the mother
country, which framed its laws so as to make Peru contribute
to its wealth. The inhabitants of the colonies were prohibited
from cultivating the products that Spain wished to export to
Peru. The radt of these repressive laws was that the country
did not prosper and produce the best type of citizens. Just as
the government of Peru found many ways to cheat the home
country, so the provinces found many ways to cheat the

Protests made by the natssdid not bring relief but, as government of Peru. These aofsnjustice produced a people
a rule, resulted in punishment. The Indians were required to either crafty and vicious, or patriotic and rebellious.
work in the mines, and if they failed to perform their tasks
they were flogged almost to death. It did no good to appeal to
the courts, for the judges were Spad&rThe natives' only
hope lay in revolt, which was frequent, though the armed
forces of the government were able to keep down rebellion.
After every rising, the leaders were massacred and slavery was
more strongly entrenched than ever.

The king of Spain, about the beginning of the
eighteenth century, went so far as to order all the factories in
Peru manufacturing cloth or other products of domestcis
competition with Spanish manufacturers to be destroyed.
Notwithstanding such laws, the country was so rich in natural
resources that it drew large numbers of settlers. On the
Atlantic coast, near the mouth of the Rio Plata, a thriving town

So grasping and maless were masters that Indians was growing This was called Buenos Aires because of its
working in the fields in the midst of plenty would beg bread delightful climate. But Buenos Aires, although far nearer
from people passing by. "On the plantations," says one writer, Spain than Lima, was under the viceroy of Peru and was
"in the factories and in the mines, were usually three prohibited by law from trading directly with the mother
taskmasters who had constant supervisioer ahe works. country. Throughout the Argentine, manyher prosperous
They were the overseer, his assistant, and his foreman. Eachtowns were springing up. Some of these had been founded by
taskmaster holds his own scourge without letting it fall from adventurers from Peru, others by settlers from Buenos Aires.
his hands the whole day long. When one had done any wrong, Yet the law compelled them to send their products across the
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mountains to Lima. The alternative was to carry on anallleg
trade with Brazil or other foreign countries.

The distance from Buenos Aires to Lima, by the
overland route, was about 2,800 miles. Yet this route, long as
it was, by the middle of the eighteenth century had become
very important. Although there wereormparatively few
settlements along the way, posthouses were kept for the
convenience of the travelers, where they might obtain food
and horses to continue their journey.

LIMA

If you will take the map, you may trace this long
overland commercial route from the Atlantic to the Pacific.
Beginning at Buenos Aires, it led northwest through Cordoba,
Tucuman and Salta in Argentine; then it continued up the
mountains intowhat is now Bolivia, through Potosi and La
Paz; then over the Andes and through Cuzco, the ancient
capital of the Incas, and thence to Lima. Nearly a year was
required to make the round trip of 5,600 miles.
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A glance at the map of South America is suéfidi to
convince any thoughtful student that such a government as that
at Lima could not forever hold under one authority the people
of Peru, Bolivia, Chile, Venezuela, Colombia, Argentina,
Paraguay, and Uruguay. Revolution was inevitable at some
time or oher.

As in Argentina and Paraguay, little gold was found in
Chile. This was an agricultural country but the people had to
sell their products in Peru. The only two provinces that were
even partly independent of Peru were Venezuela (called the
CaptainGenealcy of Caracas) and Colombia (called New
Granada).

Such was Spanish rule in South America and such was
the government that emanated from the City of the Kings. No
wonder that the people rebelled and broke the power of Spain
in the New World!
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straits for money. Therefore, he determined to go in search of

CHAPTER VI the farfamed city of Manoa, or El Dorado, in the Amazon
countrnyd that fabled city guarded by femaklarriors, dressed
SR WALTER RALEIGH AND THE DECLINE in glittering garments of sheets of gold. The entrance to this

golden land was supposed to be by means of the Orinoco
River. Columbus had sailed along this coast; Amerigo

_ ~ Vespucci had visited it and written about it; Spanish explorers
The great empire of Charles V. began to decay at his hadentered the river and brought back some gold, but none

death. In 1581 his son Phlllp ., who had succeeded to the had found the C|ty which was Supposed to be richer than
throne of Spain but not the German Empire, lost the Mexico and Cuzco.

Netherlands, which began to develop las Dutch Republic. _ . .

At the. same time England under Queen Elizabeth was making Sir Walter Raleigh determined to make the attempt and
progress as a naval and commercial nation. Philip hated if possible retrieve his fortunes and restore himself as court
Elizabeth and made war on England. He equipped a vast fleet, favorite Consequently, in 1595, he sailed for South America

in 1588, known as the Spanish Armada, for the purpose of ON & voyage of exploration with a view to conquest. He
invading England and conquering it. reached the mouth of the Orinoco and spent several months in

exploring the river and the coast of Guiana. He was even less
Sir Francis Drake was one of the daring sea captains of gyccessful than the Spanis in finding gold in this region.
England who, with a far inferior squadron, defeated the However, on returning, he followed the example of Amerigo
Armada in a great fight in the English Channel. Thus the vespucci and published an account of his voyagbee

commercial supremacy and naval strength of Spain were Dpiscoverie of Guianalt was an entertaining narrative, but the
broken and the ascendency of England as a sea power andpeople of England did not believe his story.

commercial nation dates from that time. Sir Francis Drake was . . :
now free to prey on Spanish vessels wherever he might find After the death of Queen Elizabeth in 1603, Raleigh
them. He voyaged frequently to the Spanish Main, making rich Was arrested by her successor, James I, for an alleged

captures and caring much of the wealth of South America to  COnspiracy against the new king. James was friendly to Spain,
England. while Raleigh had always been an enemy of the Spanish. His

trial in 1603 ended in @erdict of guilty, and he was sentenced
The time had at last come for England to establish to death, though the execution was delayed for many years.
colonies in the New World, since her great rival was no longer The adventurer still believed the tales of Manoa, the golden
able to oppose her vigorously. Students of United States city somewhere in Guiana, and he promised King James, who

history will remember how Sir Wier Raleigh attempted 0 was in great need of money, that, éstored to freedom, he
make settlements in what is now North Carolina. At that time would find it and make the Eng“sh monarch as rich as the

England, as well as the other nations of Europe, was not much king of Spain.
interested in North America, since little gold had been found

OF SPAIN

in that continent. King James thought enoug_h of th_e stori_es circulateo! in
_ _ _ _ _ Europe to try the venture. He believed it possible for Raleigh
Sir Walter Raleigh, aftehis colony failed in North to succeed. However, the Spanish ambassan England

America, fell into disgrace at the English court. He was also in warned James . that Spain claimed the land Raleigh intended
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to enter and that an exploring party in the Orinoco region Englishmen, therefore, continued upstream for some distance
would trespass on Spanish possessions. farther.

James was in want of money, but he had no desire to All at once they beheld what seemed to be the golden
become involved in difficultie with the king of Spain, who tribe they sought. They saw the natives moving about through
was still a very powerful monarch. He, therefore, assured the the forests, dressed in shining garments apparently of gold or
Spanish ambassador that if Raleigh should be guilty of piracy silver, they could not tell which. The English were carried
or of any hostile acts against Spanish authority Sir Walter away with joy, for they had at last found the object of their
would be executed on his return. Raleigiomised King desire. Imagine their disappointment when they learned what
James not to attack Spanish vessels or seize Spanish territory.the native really wore!

On March 17, 1617, he set sail a second time for South
America, taking his son with him.

It was generally believed that a descendant of the Inca
lived in the interior of Guianaear a lake where immense
guantities of gold were to be found. On the banks of this lake
there was rumored to stand a city whose houses were covered
with sheets of gold, while in the royal palace the king and
gueen had gold dust sprinkled on their bodiesthat they
were actually clothed with it. But Raleigh never found Manoa.
The ill-fated expedition reached the mouth of the Orinoco
River on the last day of 1617. Raleigh had been stricken with
fever on the voyage. As he was too ill to proceed, he remained
at Trinidad, but sent five small vessels up the Orinoco. His son
accompanied the expedition. As they sailed up the river,
seeking information from the natives, they found a small

Spanish settlement. Now, wherever Spaniards and Englishmen A STREETIN CARACAS
met in the New Wdd a fight was inevitable. When the o _ .
English expedition came in sight of the Spanish colony, the Investigation showed that the Indians covered their

Raleigh's warning to the party to turn back from Spanish them, thuspresenting a truly dazzling appearance. This was

defeated, but Raleigh's son was killed. terribly annoying in that region. The insects were so harmful

that even the Indians, tough as their hides were, had to devise

 Meeting no further resistance, the expedition gome means to defencethselves. They hit upon mica.
continued. The natives, who always fed the imagination of

explorers, whether in North America or South America, with ‘The expedition met with nothing but failure. No gold
what explorers liked to hear, told thetimat a race of people was discovered; provisions were running low, and it became
higher up the river had an abundance of gold. The necessary to return. When the party reached Trinidad, they
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found Sir Walter Raleigh still sick and weak. Theydtbim of
their fight with the Spaniards and the death of his son. Raleigh
reproached them for disobeying orders, realizing that their act
had sealed his own doom and possibly that of the entire
expedition.

The leader of the expedition up the Orinoco, caring
to return to England, at once committed suicide, and for days it
seemed as if there would be a mutiny among the men. Many
did not desire to go back to England, fearing what their fate
would be. But after much confusion and delay, the English
went hane.

King James was disappointed because Sir Walter
Raleigh had failed to find gold. Moreover, he was infuriated

because the expedition had attacked a Spanish colony. As the

for the benefit of the mother country. It became the policy of
the English to establish trade centers and agricultural
settlements ratheh&n to hunt gold.

England, France, and the Dutch Republic all made
settlements in America and in India in the seventeenth century.
They engaged in the slave trade, just as Spain and Portugal
had done in the sixteenth century, in order to secure laborers t
cultivate the land. Great commercial companies developed;
each nation was ambitious to conquer as much of the world as
possible and build up an empire that would increase the wealth
of the mother country. Such were the motives that prompted
them to foundsettlements in America, India, Africa, and
elsewhere.

This rivalry for commercial supremacy continued

king was under the influence of the Spanish ambassador, he throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. At length

assured the latter th&aleigh should pay the penalty for his
disobedience; shortly after he ordered the execution of the
famous explorer. On October 29, 1618, Sir Walter Raleigh

in 1763, England definitely triumphed over France and took
nearly all of the French posssons in North America and
India. This struggle was known in Europe as the Seven Years'

was beheaded. It still appeared that Spain had the power to War and in America as the French and Indian War. England

check the colonial growth of England.

Thus ended the career of the man who first sought to
erect England's dominion in the New World. Largely as a
result of his ventures, a permanent English colony had been
planted on American soil. This was at Jamestown in 1607.
Later, the Dutch secured a fbold in South America near the
mouth of the Orinoco River. In the same section of the
continent, the French and English also occupied land, and
English, Dutch, and French Guiana remain as the result of
these seizures.

The appearance of the English, Fienand Dutch in
the New World at the beginning of the seventeenth century
marks the decline of the maritime supremacy of Spain and
Portugal; the center of interest gradually shifted from South
America to North America. What was the purpose of these
nationsin establishing colonies? It was either to secure gold

emerged as the greatest naval and commercial nation in the
world.

But no European nation had yet learned tiowovern
its colonies. Spain had failed ingloriously. England also failed,
as the people of the United States well know, because the
thirteen English colonies revolted in 1776 and secured their
independence, creating the first independent nation in tihe Ne
World.

The English colonists in North America did not
intermarry with the Indians and negroes as the Spanish
colonists had done. Being mainly of one race, they were able
to cooperate in a supreme effort to free themselves from the
tyranny of English rd, and, after independence had been
won, to unite and form a representative government that was
successful from the start. The Spanish colonists were
composed of a mixture of races, one class hating another class

and other metals, or to set up centers of trade and commerceas much as the government itself. Thus,different groups of
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colonists of that continent could not unite as readily as the by this time had made so much progress toward freedom that
English colonists had done. Spain was unable to regain them. This was the final blow that

Yet a number of South Americans looked with great left Spain one of the weaker nations of Europe.

admiration upon the leaders of the thirteen English colonies. What was the organization of the Spanish colonies
Some of them volunteered theiergices and fought under when they struck for freedom? The continesf South
George Washington, who became their ideal patriot and America, outside of Brazil and Guiana in the northeastern
military leader. After independence was won, these South corner of the continent, belonged to Spain and was divided
Americans began to dream of independence for their own into three viceroyalties. The oldest was the viceroyalty of
continent and they never ceased to work until their dreams Peru, which until 1718 embraced all the territory on the
came tue. continentbelonging to Spain. In that year the viceroyalty of
New Granada was created. This included what are now
Venezuela, Ecuador, and Colombia. In 1776, the viceroyalty
of the de la Plata River was created, embracing all of South
America south of Brazil and easftthe Andes mountains.

The revolution begun in North America did not end
there. Oppressed peoples in Europe sought to break the
tyranny of their rulers, and France became the center of a still
fiercer revolution. The king of France was beheaded. Then
arose the greatest ndry leader, perhaps, the world has ever At the beginning of the revolt of the Spanish colonies,
seen, Napoleon Bonaparte. He organized the French armies,therefore, there were three viceroyalties, all independent of
took possession of the government, and soon brought Spain, each other but subject to the king of Spain. The ruler of each
Portugal, Italy, Austria, and Prussia under his power. Finally, was a viceroy, and the territory under him wasid#id into
all these nations combined agdin®im, because his provinces or captatgeneralships, under captagenerals.
tremendous power had disturbed the equilibrium of the world;
England, being the strongest of the nations in the alliance
against Napoleon, took the lead. Yet for a time it seemed as if
no power on earth could overthrow him.

It is interesting to note that the revolt began in each
viceroyalty in the same year, 1810, and almost at the same
time. The first outbreak was in Venezuela, in the viceroyalty
of New G-anada; the second in Argentine, in the viceroyalty of

In 1808 he ompletely humbled Spain, and its king was the de la Plata River; and the third in Chile, in the vmglty
compelled to abdicate. It was at that moment that the Spanish of Peru.
colonies in South America struck for freedom, when Spain
was powerless to check them. The regent of Portugal fled
before the armies of Napoleon and bbshed his throne at
Rio de Janeiro. This kept Brazil from revolting, because the
Brazilians, for the most part, were glad to have their ruler live
with them. The combined forces of Napoleon's enemies were
able finally to defeat him at Waterloo in 1815daeach nation
conquered by him regained its former independence. Great
Britain was mistress of the seas and possessed more colonie
in North America, Africa, and India than all other nations
combined. The Spanish colonies in South America, however,

The chief leader of the revolt was Francisco Miranda, a
native of Caracas, in Venezuela. His teachings stirred the
young menof South America. Simon Bolivar, the leader of
New Granada, Jose San Martin, the leader of Argentina, and
Bernardo O'Higgins, the leader of Chile, were students and
disciples of Miranda, and the story of the revolution may be
told in the life histories othese four patriots. Few men have
displayed more heroism and exhibited a finer patriotism than
Sthese leaders, all of whom, with the exception of Miranda,
lived to see the independence of their countries secured and
yet died in exile.
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CHAPTER VII

How AN EARTHQUAKE STOPPED
M IRANDA 'S REVOLUTION

The Spanish colonists had great cause for hating the
mother country. However, Spanish soldiers were always able
to crush revolts until the mother country fell under the power
of Napoleon Bonaparte. Patriotic leadémns South America
who had aided the English colonies in North America to
secure their independence waited for the proper moment to
strike for freedom. As was mentioned before, the first province
in South America to act was Venezuela. It was favorably
situaed, occupying the northernmost part of the continent and
lying on the great highways of the New World. Being near the
United States, it was most affected by the War for
Independence and by the great arguments for human freedom
that were influencing all theations of the civilized world. The
name Venezuela, meaning little Venice, was given to the
province because the Spaniards saw in the country along the
coast a likeness to beautiful Venice in Italy. Its capital,
Caracas, situated in the mountains, is yodae of the most
picturesque and naturally beautiful cities of the entire world.
Venezuela was considered by Spain as her most valuable
province next to Peru.

One of the foremost patriots of South America was
Francisco Miranda, who was born in Caraca$7ib64. He had
watched the early struggles of the thirteen English colonies
and was electrified by their action in 1776, when they declared
themselves independent. He looked upon the Declaration of
Independence as the greatest liberty document ever wHiéen.
was a student of the political literature of North America and
Europe, and he, too, became convinced that all men are
created free and equal and that it is their right and duty to fight
for freedom whenever it is denied them. Stirred by the heroism
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of George Washington and the other American patriots, he
determined to lend his assistance to the Venezuelan rebels in
their fight for freedom.

Miranda was in Paris when Benjamin Franklin
persuaded the French to aid the North American colonists. He
secured prmission to go with the French army to America,
and he entered at once on the service, fighting against the
English until the independence of the thirteen colonies was
won.

The success of the revolution in North America
inspired Miranda with a belief thathe colonies of South
America might likewise win their independence. He remained
in the United States in order to plan a great revolution on the
southern continent. Spain had aided the English colonies in
securing their independence, not because shel [theam but
because she hated England. In this respect Spain and the
colonies of North America were a unit. As a consequence,
when Francisco Miranda sought aid in the United States
against Spain, the new government would not give him
assistance because itight break the recent friendship.
Moreover, Spain still held Florida, and any hostile action on
the part of the United States against that power would involve
the republic in a dangerous war. Miranda became so active
that the Spanish government took notidat, and the United
States had to request him to leave the country for fear that he
would bring it into serious difficulties with Spain.

From America, Miranda went to France and joined the
revolutionists of that country. He was given the command of a
brigade and so distinguished himself that he was promoted for
bravery. However, in France the revolutionists had not then
found a great leader. One party after another rose to power,
and Miranda was arrested and tried for treason but acquitted.
He finally fled from France to England, where he sought to
interest the government in the liberation of Venezuela from the
Spanish yoke.
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While in London, he gathered around him a group of from the European wars and reassert her power. Only a spark
patriotic young South Americans who had gone to Europe to was needed to fire the powder.
complete their edudain. These students read his pamphlets,
visited him in England, and became members of his secret
organization, the chief purpose of which was to break the
power of Spain in the New World.

It was customary for wealthy Spaniards in South
America to send thesons to Spain to be educated. "Thither
came Simon Bolivar from Caracas, San Martin from the Plata
country, and O'Higgins from Chile. These and many other
South Americans were attracted to Miranda in England; they
visited him and became so fired by hihat they never forgot
his teachings.

Miranda, however, soon became an unwelcome guest §
in England, because England needed Spain's assistance in
overthrowing Napoleon. He did not dare, of course, to go to
Spain; but he visited Austria and Prussia, wheredbigrines
of liberty were not well received. Finally, he decided to return
to Venezuela and make an attempt at insurrection on his own
account. In 1805, by the aid of some citizens of the United In 1810, when Napoleon's army had about conquered
States who appreciated his Revolutionary War services, he Spain, Miranda again landed in South America and secured a
equipped a vessel. With the help of some sailors loaned by an large following. He proclaimed a republic in Venelaiand
English admiral, Sir A. Cochrane, who was later to play an one also in New Granada or Colombia. It was Miranda's idea
important part in the South American war for independence, for all the South American colonies to form a federal republic
Miranda began his rebellion at Caracas. There he proclaimed a in the same manner as the English colonies in North America
new republic, cting it Colombia in honor of the great =~ composed the United States.
discoverer. His open.ing ejforts were crowned with some This plan was hateful to many who dimt wish to
success; but the English withdrew their men, who returned 1o pite under one government. It awoke the selfishness of the
fight Napoleon, and Miranda's first attempt failed. leaders of the several provinces in the north. They were unable

The condition of the Spanish colonies at tlaiet was to unite in a common interest as the thirteen English colonies
deplorable. Spain was sinking to ruin but still grasping at her had done, for the leaders in the different colonies yezieus
possessions. The viceroys were determined to crush the revolt of the power that the head of such a confederacy might secure.
at any cost. It meant death to a creole to protest in any way Thus South American patriotism was local and narrow.

against injustice and oppression. The people everywhere were However  Venezuela received Miranda  with
ready to rise against the cruelty of the viceroys, who were gnihysiasm and, on July 5, 1811, it declared itself free and
seeking to hold the colonies together until Spain could recover independent of Spain. An athpt had been made to reach this
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decision on July 4, the anniversary of the independence of the o'clock, the vesper hour, when the service was to begin, the

United States, but there was a delay of a day.

Miranda was given an ovation by the new government,
which appointed him lieutenageneral of the army. He was
looked upon as the man of the hour. Appointed with others to
draw up a constitution, he took as a basis the Constitution of
the United States and devised a plan for the federation of all

world suddenly seemed to come to an end. One writer,
describing this awful scene, says:

"At seven minutes past four, when the solemn services
in the churcks were beginning, the earth seemed to reel.
There was a fearful crash, followed by a deep sound as of
thunder. It came not from the sky, but from the caverns below.

the colonies of South America in one nation. The people started up. What was happening? Where? They felt
their feet unsteady, and in ehtremor buildings were
crumbling, melting away as it were. People ran hither and
thither calling on Heaven for mercy. The beasts sought the

caves. Birds screamed of fright in the air."

As a result of this plannot only did Spanish
sympathizers everywhere rise in opposition but patriotic
leaders who were jealous of Miranda's position opposed his
plans. Affairs became so critical that he was appointed dictator
of the new government. The boldness of his schemeever,
had struck terror to all faithful servants of Spain. That anyone crumbled away; 30D people perished. Caracas was not the
could raise his hand against the Lord's anointed, as the king of only sufferer: town after town was destroyed. Some
Spain was called, shook the superstitious minds of the people; disappeared; the town of San Felipe was totally swallowed up.
many priests who remained loyal to the king declaret th  Its houses, public buildings, and inhabitants were never seen
independence was contrary to the will of heaven. However, a again. The survivors fled to the fieldeadawandered about,
number of high officials of the church were true patriots and lamenting and praying. No one knew what members of his
did not seek to excuse the tyranny of the king or the cruelty of family or friends were saved. Many families were parted.
the viceroys. Husbands never saw wives again; little children, their parents;
men and women were swallowed up alive in awful caverns in
theearth.

Buildings, great pillars, and heavy walls quickly

The cause of the revolutionists prospered for some
time. The first year of independence was about to close with
good prospects of ultimate success. Then an unexpected In the church of San Jacinto, the groans of the dying
calamity upset all the plans of the patriots. The spring of 1812 arose on every hand. The priests, in great alarm, told the
had opened and the Easter festival was at hand. Men, women, people that it was the curse of God visited upon them for their
and children wee rejoicing in the streets of Caracas in the new sin in revolting against the king. Amidst the ruins of the once
age that seemed about to dawn. March 26 was Holy Thursday, magniicent cathedral of Caracas, the people rended the
and extensive preparations were made for the celebration of heavens with their lamentations and cries for mercy.
the next day, Good Friday, a day that would usher in a happy Frightened priests called all to repentance for their sin of
future for South America. rebellion, the consequences of which might be visited upon
their children and their childrén children. On all sides the
people hearkened to the invitation of the priests and poured
out their curses on the patriot leaders who had led them to this
calamity.

The churches were thronged with worshipers. In the
middle of the afternoon, which was excessively hot, drops of
rain began to fall. The atmosphere became oppressive. In the
great cathedral, the people, in holiday dress and filled with
religious enthusiasmwere assembled. A little before four
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Suddenly a young officer rose above the stricken courage abnce and made capital of the mob's superstitious
multitude and, standing on a broken gniJl raised his voice fears. The morale of the patriots was completely broken. In
loud enough for all to hear. "It is not the wrath of God, but an battle after battle they were defeated, and four months later
earthquake!" he shouted. The people gazed at him in Miranda himself was captured. The officials sent him to Spain
astonishment. "This is merely an act of nature,” the young to be tried for treasornThere he was confined in a loathsome
officer continued. "The cause of the patriots is just, dnd dungeon, where he died on July 14, 1816.
nature opposes herself we will wrestle with her and compel

. The seeds of revolution, however, had been too deeply
her to obey.

planted to be destroyed. They were destined later to spring up
in new life and break forever the Spanish rule in South
America.

The teachings of Francisco Miranda, as was said
before, converted three young South Americans who were to
lead the continent to freedom by breaking the power of Spain.
One was Simon Bolivar of Caracas, destined to carry on in
Venezuela the work beg by Miranda. Another was Jose San
Martin, a creole of Argentina, who was to become the liberator
of the southern provinces; and the third was Bernardo
O'Higgins, "The Father of Chile." The first two were to meet
on the shores of the Gulf of Guayaquil, e Pizarro landed
and planted the Spanish flag. There they were to unite their
forces and banish that flag as an emblem of authority on the
southern continent.

MIRANDA IN PRISON

The priests exclaimed that this was sacrilege, and the
people appladed the priests. The young officer was Simon
Bolivar, who had been serving under Miranda. Finding
himself unable to check the influence of the hostile priests, he
directed his efforts to relieving the distressed.

Out in the streets whole regiments of dida's army
had been swallowed up. The patriots were thrown into the
wildest confusion. The terrified people, ignorant and
superstitious, believed the words of the priests and turned
against the leaders of the patriotic army. The royalists took
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CHAPTER VIII

SAN M ARTIN

It has already been stated that all of South America
except Brazil wa under the rule of the viceroy of Peru until
the eighteenth century. Everything possible was done to make
the different Spanish provinces contribute to the prosperity of
Peru and the court at Lima. However, several towns of
importance were springing up ithe Plata country which
looked more and more to trade on the Atlantic, not the Pacific,
for their prosperity. The principal one was Buenos Aires,
destined to be the greatest city of the continent.

So important was this Plata country becoming that, in
177, the king of Spain, separating what are now Bolivia,
Paraguay, Uruguay, and Argentina from Peru, created the
viceroyalty of Rio de la Plata. This was done chiefly for the
purpose of forming a government on the Atlantic to check the
growth of the Portugwee in Brazil, which province embraced
about half of the continent and was threatening to push
southward across the Plata. When the war for independence
began, this territory was known as the United Provinces of Rio
de la Plata. It was not until 1860 thhetyoung nation adopted
the name of the "Argentine Republic.”

The government of Spain had waited too long to give
needed relief to this part of the continent. Misrule had
destroyed the affection of the people for the mother country.
Therefore, when thers of revolution were kindled and the
hope of independence stirred in the hearts of the people,
Argentina was the second province to revolt from the 'mother’
country. This section of South America, like Venezuela, had
been greatly stirred by the success tie United States.
Moreover, the teachings of General Miranda had strengthened
the determination of the people to throw off the Spanish yoke.
They saw their opportunity when Napoleon Bonaparte was at
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war with Europe and held Spain in his power. After &arela

led the way, Buenos Aires and the Plata country followed
within a few weeks. The North and the South moved almost at
the same time for independence. Would the patriots of the two
sections of the continent unite their forces and break the hated
rule of Spain in South America or would they keep apart and
fail?

Argentina was without an army. A group of leaders
had organized bands of citizens into fighting forces, but there
was little unity of purpose. The soldiers were undisciplined
and without a recagzed leader. This was the state of affairs
on March 9, 1812, when Jose de San Martin, a veteran of the
European wars, landed at Buenos Aires.

San Martin was born in the upper part of the Rio de la
Plata valley, in what is now Paraguay, on February 28817
His father was Captain Juan de San Martin, a Spaniard of rank.
His mother, however, was a creole, and the son, not being
wholly of Spanish blood, was classed as a creole. It has been
stated before that a creole was a descendant of Spanish and
foreign mrents for instance, the son of a Spanish father and of
an English, French, German, or Italian mother would be a
creole. The children of such parents did not rank socially with
full-blooded Spaniards.

When San Martin was eight years old, he was carried
to Spain to be educated, and the lad received the best military
training that the country afforded. At an early age he entered
the service of Spain and fought in its defense. While serving as
an officer in the Spanish army, he learned of the teachings of
Gereral Miranda and was converted to his philosophy. He,
therefore, joined one of the secret societies pledged to work
for the independence of South America.

The young patriot was just thiffpur years old when
he arrived in Buenos Aires. When he landedy feeople
noticed the thin, seriodsoking stranger. His appearance dark
complexion, with long, dark lashes and heavy eyebrows, large
black eyes, small mouth, and long nose was not unlike that of
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the creoles to whom he was related. His heavy chin and jaw
were noticeable; and his rough voice, quick and commanding,
always attracted attention. This quiet, modest,-faadd
newcomer was to exert more influence in South America than
any man since Pizarro, though in a very different way.

On his return from Spajnin 1812, he was practically
unknown in Argentina. But as soon as possible he made the
acquaintance of the patriot leaders, who recognized at once
that he was bringing a military skill and an experience to the
country sorely needed in organizing the retioin and giving
it direction. San Martin was not only educated in the best
military schools of Europe, but he had seen the strategy of the
greatest generals of the world and had a practical training in
war such as no other officer in Argentina, or, fattmatter, in
all South America, had received. The leaders of the revolution
knew that he had served at one time under Wellington against
Napoleon. Consequently, he was made lieutenalonel and
was entrusted with the formation of a squadron of cavHlisy.
first important work was to establish a school to train officers.

"Until now," he declared, "the United Provinces have
fought for no one knows what, without a flag, and without any
avowed principles to explain the origin and tendency of the
insurrecton. We must declare ourselves independent if we
wish to be known and respected."

Buenos Aires had declared her independence on May
25, 1810. But the entire province did not take the final step
until July 9, 1816, which may be given as the date of
indepenénce.

The royalist army in Argentina had been temporarily
driven back to Tucuman to await reinforcements from Peru. It
was there that a council of the patriot chiefs was held. What

The story is told of King Arthur, #hlegendary ruler of
England, that when he came into the presence of the Knights
of the Round Table and looked them full in the eye, so
righteous were his aims and purposes that his likeness shone in
the countenances of the knights and they shared hise desi
think pure thoughts and do noble deeds. San Martin had a
somewhat similar effect on the soldiers and officers who came
under the spell of his personality.

The government, recognizing his ability, placed him in
command of the Army of the North. Soctally did he
conduct himself that General Belgrano, who had been in
command, was not envious of him but swore eternal friendship
and even went to school to him to learn military science.

It was very evident to San Martin that the power of
Peru must be roken, that the City of the Kings must be
captured, if the Argentine country was ever to be free. At the
same time he saw that the road to Peru was not the ancient
highway that traders had traveled for centuries, but by way of
Chile, which must be freedr§t. Therefore, he asked to be
relieved of the command of the Army of the North and to be
placed over the obscure province of Mendoza, which bordered
on Chile. Everyone wondered at this act, but San Martin kept
silent as to his plans.

Mendoza, a prospersutown at the foot of the
mountains, was on the highway between Chile and Argentine,
and southern Chile was already striving for independence.
Here where San Martin met Chileans coming east and
Argentinians going west, he set up his headquarters and was
abde to build a fire under the Spanish leaders that ultimately
destroyed their power.

Again the first thing necessary was to train officers.

impressed the leaders most was San Martin's unselfishness. HeSan Martin established another military school at Mendoza.

seemed to hee no secret ambition for himself, to be wholly
disinterested. One writer says of him, "He worked in silence,

Rigid discipline was enforced, and the people marveldudsat
control over his men. Besides, his unselfishness and his sense

showing neither weakness, pride, nor bitterness at seeing his of justice made him so popular in Mendoza that the people

work triumphant and his part in it forgotten."
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elected him governor of the province. It is said, "They saw in
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San Martin a father whom they loved and a ruler whom they on the other side of the mountains guessing as to what route he
respected would take, carrying safely auss four thousand troops and all

It was at Mendoza that he organized the Army of the their equipment without the loss of a man.

Andes, one of the most efficient forces in history. The It is said that the passage of the Andes by San Matrtin is
government of Argentina in 1815 appointed him genrefal one of the most remarkable feats in military history. It
brigade, which position he accepted with the understanding probably required greater strategical skill to cross these lofty
that he would resign as so@s the country was freed from mountains under the circumstances than to cross the Alps
Spain. During this period of training he was joined by refugees under the conditions confronting Hannibal or Napoleon.
from Chile. One of these was Bernardo O'Higgins, a noble Several passes were used; San Martin himself crossed by Patos
patriot and skillful officer, who studied under San Martin and Pass.

entered the Army of the Andes when it waady to begin its
expedition across the mountains. O'Higgins was San Martin's
most valuable subordinate.

San Martin's troops poured down the mountain side
into Chile before the eamy realized that he had achieved what
was thought to be impossible. Meeting the Spaniards at

At the beginning of 1817, San Martin was ready to Chacabuco, San Martin administered a decisive defeat. The
launch his expedition into Chile. On January 17, the ladies of assembly of Chile was so delighted that it elected him
Mendoza, who had already given th@wels to be used in governor with supreme power. He declined theceffand,
buying supplies, presented him with a silken flag decorated summoning another assembly, advised it to elect his
with precious stones. A special holiday had been declared, and lieutenant, General O'Higgins. The advice was accepted, and
the streets were crowded with people to see the troops depart. Chile had for a number of years one of the ablest rulers on the
As San Martin accepted the flag, he waved ierokis head, continent.
exclaiming in a voice that could be heard by the great

; _ When Buenos Aires heard of San Martin's victory, the
multitude:

people shouted for joy. The streets were crowded with an
"Soldiers! This is the first independent flag which has applauding multitude; cannon roared at the fort; medals were
been blessed in South America." given the soldiers, and San Martin's daughter was voted a life
pension which was devoted to her education. The government
then elected San Martito the highest military grade in the
"Soldiers! Swear to sustainaind to die in defense of  service. But he likewise declined this honor, asking instead

A great shout arose from the people, "Viva la Patria!"

it, as | swear!" San Martin went on. that the government send him more men and supplies. Chile
"We swear!” came the answer from four thousand Showed her gratitude by voting him 10,000 ounces of gold,
throats. which he refused for himself but usedoiaild a publielibrary.
The greatest difficulty ahead of San Martin was to The royalists in Chile were not yet completely

carry his army safely over the Andes Mountains. It must scale overcome. At times it seemed that the fruits of San Martin's

the snowcapped barrieand descend into the plains below, a  Victory might be lost. However, on April 5, 1818, another
very hazardous undertaking. But with the aid of O'Higgins he 9reat battle was fought at Maipo. This engagement destroyed

conducted the expedition so skillfully that he kept the enemy the $anish army and secured the independence of Chile,
which had been declared on January 20 of the same year.
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After this battle San Martin went to Buenos Aires to
consult with the government about the expedition to Peru. This
was his final objective, for nprovince was safe so long as
Peru remained under Spanish rule. It seemed to others,
however, that the power of Spain was really broken; and the
government of Buenos Aires asked San Martin not to request
further funds. Immediately he sent in his resignatidin
produced so much consternation that the patriot leaders told
him to take any amount of money he needed.

SAN MARTIN

San Martin was at length ready to procesmghinst
Peru. The most natural route was by sea. But he lacked war

vessels as well as transports for his soldiers. In order to secure

ships it was necessary to resort to strategy. After the battle of
Chacabuco, San Martin kept the Spanish flag flying over
Valparaiso, the chief seaport, in order to deceive Spanish
vessels that might stop there on their way from Spain to Peru.

The strategy succeeded; several Spanish vessels
dropped anchor in the harbor of Valparaiso, only to be called
on to surrender by thpatriots. In addition to these captured
vessels, one ship was bought in America and another in
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England. San Martin then sought the best commander possible
for the expedition. The man selected was a nephew, Admiral
Cochrane, who had given aid to Generatavida in his first
expedition against the Spanish government in Venezuela. San
Martin next issued a proclamation to the patriots of Peru
announcing his purpose to lead an expedition against the
Spanish government in that province in order to free an
oppresed people and give them an opportunity to form a
government of their own.

The fleet under Admiral Cochrane, consisting of five
vessels, was sent out ahead in January, 1819. It reached
Callao, the seaport of Lima, early in February, and there
defeated th&paniards.

Just at this point San Martin was given a great surprise.
Spain, at last free from European war, was equipping a large
fleet to regain her lost possessions. Buenos Aires was in a
panic at the news and sent a hurried call to San Martin to
retum with his troops to protect the city. But he refused. The
order was repeated, and this time San Martin sent in his
resignation rather than depart from his plans.

The government, however, refused a second time to
accept his resignation. San Martin, theref decided to go to
Buenos Aires and consult with the government. While he was
away, Admiral Cochrane won a great victory over the Spanish
fleet. The Englishman thereupon aspired to supreme
command. But the Chileans could not forget the services of
San Martin, whom they made generalissimo of their forces.

San Martin, who had worked hard for years, was now
broken in health. But seeing the condition of his army and
realizing that traitors in the pay of the Spanish government
were undermining his plans, started back to join his men.
He was so feeble that he was carried on a litter much of the
way across the mountains. He felt that no time could be lost,
that the Spanish power in Peru must be broken without delay.
On July 22, 1820, he was ready to statt @n the eve of his
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departure from Valparaiso by sea he addressed a proclamation On July 28, 1821, #h independence of Peru was

to the people of Chile, concluding in these words: solemnly proclaimed with inspiring ceremonies in the great
square of Lima. San Martin displayed the flag of Peru as the
procession marched by, and the liberated inhabitants showered
flowers on him in expression of their gratitud€hen the
people urged him to become their ruler; on August 3, 1821, he
accepted the offer and was styled "The Protector, of Peru."

"Whatever may be my lot in the campaign against
Peru, | shall prove that ever since {tvened to my native land
her ind@endence has occupied my every thought, and that |
have never had other ambition than to merit the hatred of the
ungrateful and the esteem of the virtuous."

Just as the Spanish conquest of South America began
in Peru and extended southward through Chile and eastward
4 across Argetina, the van of revolution started on the Atlantic
‘coast and rolled westward into Chile and then northward into
Peru. It came like retribution, retracing the path of blood that
the conquerors had drawn across the continent and along
which their heartlestyranny had left its toll of death and ruin.

At the same time he wrote the government at Buenos
Aires that he would turn over the command @ #rmy to the
central authority just as soon as his purpose was accomplishe
He took every opportunity possible to assure the people that he
was seeking no power or position for himself, that his only
desire was to break the tyranny of Spain.

On August D, the expedition sailed from Valparaiso,
Admiral Cochrane leading the way. The army landed about
one hundred and fifty miles south of Lima, and immediately
San Martin issued a proclamation to the people, in which he
declared: The great leader, the Protector of Pevas now weak
and almost exhausted. His body was attacked by a slow
disease and he desired to return to private life. He saw that his
generals were jealous of his great popularity, even Admiral
Cochrane being ambitious to succeed him. Cochrane,

Lord Cochrane continued along the coast and, sailing however, diappointed in his hopes, resigned and returned to
into the bay of Callao, completely destroyed the Spanish fleet. England.

The army then marched northwatverywhere the oppressed
people flocked to San Martin's standard and hailed him as their
savior.

The government of Peru gave San Martin $500,000,
derived from the sale of Spanish property, but he divided the
sum among his twenty generals, keeping none for himself.

"The last viceroy of Peru éeavors to maintain his
decrepit authority. | come to put an end to this epoch of sorrow
and humiliation.”

San Martin, although at the head of the Peruvian
government, found himself in a precarious position. The
royalists in Peru were still strong and only awaited an

General San Martin's forces crushed the opposing opportunity to rise against the pats. The people had
Spanish army, and on July 6, 1821, entered Lima. San Martin welcomed San Martin, but nobody knew better than himself
was now at the height of his power. Writing @overnor the fickleness of popular favor. The patriot cause in Peru
O'Higgins of Chile, he said: needed strengthening, and there was only one man who could

"Peru is free. | now see before me the end of my public strengthen it. That was Simon Bolivar, the Liberator of the

life and watch how I can leave this heavy charge in safe hands, NOrth, who was on the borders of Peru with a large army. San
so that | may return into some quiet corner and live as a man Martin determined to call on him for aid.
should live."
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CHAPTER IX

BOLIVAR

The first war for independence, begun in Venezuela
under the leadership of Francisco Miranda, was suddenly
brought to an end upondhdownfall of that patriot. Even his
young lieutenant, Simon Bolivar, who had tried to calm the
crowd during the confusion caused by the earthquake, made
peace with the government and sought refuge in the island of
Curacao for fear that Spain might recalesi and punish him
for his part in the rebellion.

Simon Bolivar was an extraordinary man. He was born
in the city of Caracas, Venezuela, on July 24, ©§78Bout
five years after the birth of San Martin. He was the son of a
noble family. His father and math were Spanish people of

great prominence. He was left an orphan at an early age, his

father dying when he was only three years of age and his
mother three years later. He was heir to a vast estate with
hundreds of slaves. At the age of fourteen he waisteeSpain

to be educated, as was the custom of wealthy Spaniards in

South America. After finishing his education, he married at the

age of nineteen the daughter of a Venezuela nobleman and

returned to Caracas. His bride was just sixteen years old.
Three years later she died, leaving no heir. Thus bereaved,
Bolivar was living a retired life on his plantation when the
insurrection in Venezuela broke out.

He took no part in the movement at first, but finally
accepted a commission to London in behalf of trew
government. While in London he became acquainted with
General Miranda and joined a secret society, the purpose of
which was to work for the liberation of Spanish America.
Soon afterward he returned with Miranda to Venezuela. He
then entered with much nthusiasm into the war for
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independence, serving under Miranda until the latter was
captured and sent a prisoner to Spain.

On the island of Curacao, Bolivar laid his plans to lead
an expedition against the royalists of his native country. The
other provirces of northern South America had followed the
lead of Venezuela and Argentina and were attempting to
overthrow Spanish rule. Thus, it was not difficult to secure
adherents to his standard. The people of Venezuela were
cowed by the sufferings resulting o their political
calamities. A reign of terror had broken out; many persons fled
to the mountains, and even the unexplored parts of the
country, where misery caused them to cry aloud for
vengeance.

Bolivar quietly slipped back into Venezuela and,
organiang these fugitives, began a descent upon Caracas. His
march through the country was a triumph. Everywhere the
people flocked to him. Victory after victory crushed the
royalist forces, and, on August 4, 1813, Bolivar entered
Caracas in state. When he reaglthe outskirts of the city, he
was placed in a triumphal car drawn by twelve young ladies
dressed in white and ribboned with the national célat of
them selected from the first families of Caracas. He was hailed
by the people as "The Liberator," thide he ever afterward
preferred to wear.

The patriot government was so grateful to him for his
brilliant victories that it proclaimed him "Dictator of the
West,” and gave him almost absolute power. People
everywhere crowned him with honors. When he apge in
the streets, the women strewed his path with flowers. Prison
doors were thrown open, and pale and emaciated convicts
came forth to breathe pure air for the first time in years.

The oppressed classes hated the Spaniards with such
intensity that som of the rebel leaders planned "to massacre
the accursed race of European Spaniards." As a result, an order
was issued for the slaying of all royalists, and the atrocities
that followed were heartrending. This is an illustration of the
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extremes to which g@eople will go when justice has been
violated for generations.

The royalists, in the meantime, were very active. They
organized the cowboys of the plains, callidnerod
wonderful horsemen and fierce fighters. When these rough
riders were thoroughly equped, Bolivar's army could not

Bolivar. While riding a wave of popular favor, he prepared an
expedition against the Spanish stronghold of Cartegena. In the
attempt, in May, 1815, he was wholly unsuccessful.
Whereupon he resigned his command and deéiv to the
island of Jamaica.

Simon Bolivar's enthusiasm for independence took

resist them. He went out to meet them, but was beaten in battle strong hold on all who came in contact with him. This was the

after battle. He had to leave Caracas and flee for his own life,
followed by a great horde of refugees who feared the
consequences of rebellion.

Many royalistshad been killed as a result of the order
of the patriot government. Now that the royalists were on top
they retaliated in another horrible massacre. All Venezuela

was again in the hands of the Spaniards except the little island

of Margarita. In the meantien Bolivar had fled to New
Granada, as Colombia was then called, to seek help for
Venezuela or to join the patriots of that province in their

campaign. New Granada was at that time a confederacy

composed of several provinces.

Bolivar, now without a forcefahis own, was one of a
number of soldiers who fled from Venezuela and entered the
service of the patriots in New Granada. His fame had already

preceded him, and his appearance was hailed with enthusiasm.

He was placed at the head of a force to reduce &pgdich

had rebelled against the patriot government. In December,
1814, Bogota, the capital of the confederated provinces was
taken by him.

Bolivar had rendered such signal service that he was
named "Captahtseneral of the Confederacy.” It was his
dreamto see all South America united in a single federal
government corresponding to the United States of America.
Therefore, the title, Captai@eneral of the Confederacy,
pleased him greatly.

Few men have enjoyed such great triumphs and
suffered such fatafleverses in quick succession as Simon
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principal source of his power. As a general, he never planned
his battles with care and skill, but acted on inspul This
accounts for his quick successes and his equally sudden
failures. Bolivar knew better, perhaps, than anyone else the
temper of the South Americans. No honor was too great for a
leader who guided them to success and no blame too severe
for one whofailed. This fact doubtless accounts for Bolivar's
many hasty resignations and frequent flights. He was a typical
South American, though he added genius to his native
emotionalism.

While in Jamaica, Bolivar published his ideas as to the
future organizatio of South America. He now advocated the
independence of each colony. It was his belief, though, that
New Granada should be united with Venezuela and the union
called Colombia.

Bolivar was the most powerful man in northern South
America. So influential wa he that the royalists were
exceedingly anxious to capture or kill him. On one occasion a
slave was employed to murder him. Fortunately for the
Liberator, he did not spend the night at his usual place and the
assassin killed another in his stead.

It wasBolivar's great desire to return to Venezuela and
arouse the people again. Consequently, he left Jamaica. and,
going to Santo Domingo, secured arms and ammunition; on
July 5, 1816, he landed once more in his native country. But
his countrymen no longer beled in him. They did not think
him a wise leader, remembering only his failures. Indeed, the
people actually jeered at him, and he returned to Santo
Domingo with a crushed spirit.
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Unquestionably, Bolivar is not to be compared with
San Martin as a militg chieftain. But he was a great patriot.
No adversity was so great as to crush him permanently. Few
men could rise above misfortune more quickly than he, and he
was almost without an equal in his ability to organize
discordant elements.

Even after his ow people rejected him, he made a
second attempt to arouse the country but failed. He led still
another expedition, but was routed so completely that he fled
into the woods and wandered about almost without
companions. The handful with him accused him @idieg
them astray and being the cause of their misfortunes.

BOLIVAR

Notwithstanding the gloomy outlook, Bolivar returned
to New Granada and issued a new proctaonadeclaring that
"The day of America has come. No human power can stay the
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course of nature guided by Providence. Before the sun has
again run his annual course, altars to liberty will arise
throughout your land."

Bolivar's proclamation and his determation to break
the power of Spain in the north attracted the attention of the
patriots throughout South America; San Martin wrote him,
urging him to keep up his spirit. Governor O'Higgins of Chile
proclaimed him the champion of liberty in the North.

Thee cheering messages came when Bolivar was
deeply disheartened. In fact most men would have given up
the fight, but he had a will of steel. His own countrymen were
again turning to him as their real leader. By degrees a part of
Venezuela was wrested fromyadist control, and in February,
1819, Bolivar was a second time elected to command the
patriot army.

He was profiting by the experience of San Martin, who
was the best tactician and dimfiaster on the continent. In
these respects Bolivar had been wedknceforth, he took
more pains to discipline his soldiers and prepare for war, and
New Granada began to appreciate his power over men. Bolivar
now planned to unite his forces with those of the neighboring
republic and crush the Spanish army.

The forces fom New Granada and Venezuela were
brought together at Boyaca, where, on August 7, 1819, a great
battle was fought. This time General Bolivar had prepared for
the struggle. He spared no pains. On the day of the battle the
patriots were equipped and ready)dathe royalists were
completely crushed. The victory was as famous in the North as
the victory of Maipo in the South.

When Bolivar entered Bogota the municipality gave
him a triumphal reception. A cross of honor and a crown of
laurel were presented tonhi A picture of liberty supported by
the great Liberator was set up in the council chamber, and it
was declared that the anniversary of his famous victory should
be celebrated forever.
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