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PREFACE

We find in theChronica Maiora of Matthew Paris, a
monk of St. Alban's Abbey in the thirteenth century, the story
of a Jew who had beetoomed, for some insult offered to
Christ, to live till the Second Corning. He had heard the story
from an Armenian bishop on a visit to England, who said that
he had seen the man and talked with him. One of his
characteristics was that he was accustonoetelt stories of
old times to those who came to see him.

| have ventured to use the legend for the purpose of
this book. Not intending to write a continuous narrative of the
Crusades, a task quite beyond my powers, | thought that I
might please and evenstruct my readers by describing some
of the more important events, that these descriptions might be
linked together by being attributed to one person, and that the
"Wandering Jew" would be a convenient character for this
purpose. | have done my best not put into his mouth
anything wholly incongruous.

The Crusades which have been selected for detailed
narrative are the First, the Third, and the Eighth. For the First
the authority is theHistory of William, Archbishop of Tyre
translated by Caxton. Thisanslation has been published in
the Extra Series of the Early English Text Society. For the
Third Crusade there are abundant contemporary authorities,
conveniently collected together in Mr. J. ArcheZrisade of
Richard | published in Mr. Nutt'sEnglish History from
Contemporary WritersFor the Eighth there is De Joinville's

occurred during preparation, and Heritage History does not guarantee a History of St. LouisDe Joinville was a French noble, on terms

perfectly reliable reproduction.

Permission to use Heritage History documents or images for
commercial purposes, or more information about oulection of
traditional history resources can be obtained by contacting us at
Infodesk@heritagéistory.com
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of intimate friendship with King Louis IX.

| am under special obligation to Mr. Archer's admirable
volume.

IGHTHAM, August25, 1904.
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CHAPTER |

CONCERNING THIS HISTORY

| purpose to write in this book the story of certain
things which | have seen with my own eyes or have heard
from the lips of those o were present at the doing of them.

| had heard many things about a certain prophet who
was of the land of Galilee. Some said that he was orleeof
people, a carpenter by trade; others would have it that he was
of the house and lineage of King David, though his family had
fallen upon evil times. But that he was no common man all
were agreed, one that wrought many marvellous works,
healing the sic and giving sight to the blind, aye, and giving
life to the dead. Also they said much of his speech, how it was

Peradventure some one may ask, and not without reason, whosuch as none else could use, having such authority that men

is this that speaks of his own knowledge of so many
generations of men? A man may write of fifty or even of
threescore years who, having begun to take notthefdeeds

could not choose but hear. These things | heard, as no one in
those days could faitb hear, but | paid but little heed thereto.
For, as | have written above, my way of life did not dispose

and words of others as soon as he has reached years ofme to concern myself with such matters. If this man was

discretion, shall continue in this work unto extreme old age,
but who is this that tells the story of nigh upon two hundred
years? Such questions it is fitting that | should answer, though
| like not to speak of myself.

| was chief keeper of the door in the palace of Pontius
Pilatus, who was governor of the land of Judaea, having his
authority from the Caesar of Rome. It was ill done of me who
was a Jew to take such an office, but | was aver by the

greed of gain, as many have been, ever since the world was, to

their own loss and ruin. | received from the treasury of the
governor two silver pence by the day. And, over and above
this wage, | was wont to receive monies from such as, having

indeed a prophétso | thought within myself | care not to

go near him. Surely he will rebukae for my evil ways. So |

put away all thoughts of him, and applied myself to my affairs,
and became even more cruel and greedy than before, for such
is wont to happen when a man turns from the light and
chooses the darkness. But it was ordered that, whéthould

or no, | should see this man and be spoken to by him. And this
came to pass in the fourth year of the rule of Pontius!

There was a great uproar in Jerusalem about the time
of the Passover, a thing which often happened, and the city
was filled b overflowing, as were all the environs thereof.
And the cause of this uproar was, as | was told, this same

erds of their own to serve, desired admission to the palace at prophet Jesus of Galilee. The chief priests and rulers of the

other times than were provided by the order of the place. But
these were ilgotten gains, so that having done ill in taking
this office, | did yet worse in my holding of it. To them that
had notthe will or the power to buy my favour | bore myself
proudly and unmercifully. | would keep out them that had
lawful business with the governor, those who having been
wronged sought redress and the like, admitting them who
having made unrighteous gainsught either to secure or to
increase them. So it came to pass that | committed the
grievous sin of which | bear the punishment to this very hour.
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people bore great #Nill to him, for he was wont to rebuke
them for their pride and¢ovetousness and other misdoings.
But as they had nothing to lay to his charge, they devised this
false accusation that he meditated rebellion against Caesar,
alleging that he was wont to speak of a certain kingdom which
he was about to set up. So they uglt him before the
governor, saying, "This man stirs up rebellion against the
authority of Rome." Now the governor well knew that the man
was no rebel, and was aware also of the real truth of the
matter. He sought, therefore, to let him go; but whenules

of the people were urgent with him that he should condemn
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him, and he was not minded to set himself against their will, the city of Jerusalem, wherein | was born, for there is no place
he consented and delivered him to be crucified. for which | have so great a love. | was there wtienRomans

laid it even with the ground, after besieging it for nigh upon
five months. Never since the world was first inhabited by man
have there been, | take it, more terrible things than came to
{ pass at that time. And so it lay desolate for sixty yeBinen
the Romans built there a city; and this grew and increased,
especially after the time of the Caesar Constantine. It was
about three centuries after his time that it was taken by the
ollowers of Mahomet; and these ruled over it, though not
under thesame house of kings or sultans, for many years. But
of these times there is no need for me to speak; let others
whose business lies in the writings of histories do this.
Nevertheless | will say one thing, that the coming of a
OJoarbarous people, called Tsrkwas the beginning of much
trouble, as will hereafter be seen. | will begin with the one
thousand and twenithird year after the taking of the city by
the Romans.

Now there had been many things that day to vex and
trouble me, and, indeed, atckutimes it is no easy matter to
discharge the office of a doorkeeper. Many were coming and
going, and there was ever a great crowd of those who sough
to enter or to go out. And, besides, there was a stirring in my
heart which gave me no ease. For | wasand this man was
good, and it was a pain to me that he should be near to me,
even as it is a pain to creatures that love the darkness when the
light is let in upon them. So it came to pass that | did the deed
of which | now write. As the man went forthy the door of
which | had the charge he seemed to linger, as well he might,
for he was sore weary. For he had been waking all the night,
and had been sent to and fro, and had borne many stripes an
buffetings. Then a rage altogether without reason sedmed
surge up in my heart, and | smote him on the neck, saying,
"Why dost thou tarry, Jesus? Go to the death which is thy due
desert." Then he turned and looked at me. "I go, O
Cartaphilus, but thou shalt tarry till 1 come." At the first |
knew not what hewvould say, or what this tarrying or this
coming again might mean.

One thing was straightway borne in upon me, that I
could no longer be doorkeeper in the governor's palace. So |
sought for some other employment, and having found such as
it went not agairntsmy conscience to take, | lived as other men,
yet felt that | was not altogether as they are. And when | was
come to extreme old age, being nigh upon a hundred years, |
felt something within me that drove me into the wilderness.
What next came to pass héw not; only when | came to
myself | found that | was the same yet not the same, for my
old age had departed, and | was of the age | bore when Jesus
spoke to me. And so it has been with me again and again. |
have followed many occupations, and dwelt imgkands, for
again and again there is a stir in my heart that drives me forth
from the place where | am sojourning; but | come back ever to
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was to look upon. He was small of stature, and halted somewhat
CHAPTER I on one foot. One who regarded him casually and without
thought might well take him for a mean and triviatqu. Yet
that he was not such soon became manifest; for his eyes were of
PETER THE HERMIT a keenness such as | never saw surpassed, and his speech, even
about common matters, had a certain weight and force; his
One of the many occupations which | have followed, to voice, than which there is to my mind no more certain proof o

wit, the gathering of simples, | have never wholly intermitted. gentle condition, was of a singular sweetness. So much | soon
But seeing that this cannot be profitably followed save in the discerned: what more | came to know of his life, thoughts, and
season of spring, when the various herbs spring forth and beapurposes, | learned by degrees. This | will now set forth, having
leaf and flower, | have added others to it, and at the time offirst said that he tarried with me at my lodging in Bethlehem f

which | first write | was wont to carry water from the well of the half of a moon or thereabouts. His story | will relate, for
Bethlehem to certain Jews of the wealthier sort that dwelt in theshortness' sake, as it were in his own words, and told at one
city of Jerusalem. It was my custom to draw the water from thetime; but in truth | learnt it, little by little, some things, it may
well while it was yet night, and to bead ifor which purpose an be, coming to my knowledge at a later time.

ass sergd me sufficiently wedl to the city gate by sunrise, so ; . . . .
that it might not be touched by the heat. This done, | was wont My name |sPete_r,_ given to me in baptism, and kept by
to go back to Bethlehem, where, of necessity, | had my Iodging.me when | entered rellglon, for, indeed, what name could be
| say of necessity, but indeed it was of choice also. The manner?etter’ mot)e apt to stir up to good w_orks and to move
of the Jerusalem folk pleased me not, the Turks therein beingrepgntance. : was born within _the dgmaln of a certain city,
mightily hard and overbearing, while the Bethlehem folk were Amlen_s by name, in the land of Franoey father was a tiller of
mild-mannered and gentle. On a certain morning about the timeth.e soil, having so much as could be worked by ten ploughs. Fpr
of the spring equinox, if my memory serves me well, I, having this he had to render_to tht_e lord of the_domaln so much in
finished my canying of the water, and being about to turn my money, and so much in grain and other increase of the earth,

steps homeward, was aware of a man that sat, wrapped up in h%nd the service of three akbedl_ed meratams. He was .
cloak, in a corner of the wall. He seemed like to one that SIEEIO,[’always a stout fighter, and, | take it, better pleased to follow his

and had he been a dweller in the city or in one of the viIIagesIOIrd to battle than to stay at home and mind such matters as

round about, | hd left him to his rest; but there was something sowing and reaping and the care of sheep and cattle. From this

strange and outlandish about his garb; his skin also was ause, and also because | was, as you may percfiva,

somewhat fairer of hue than is commonly seen in these parts.somewhat feeble frarﬁethough l, too, was not without Sk'l.l n
Thinking therefore to myself, "Maybe he wants counsel or help, Swordplay in my youthd it fell out that | tar_ned at home til |
being a stranger in thishd, and not knowing where to dispose was threeandtwenty years of age. Here is Peter, my father

himself'd and sundry such were wont to come to Jerusalem for\r’]vas wonr:dtc? Sr%yftor rt?yttmrome:; I\'I'Vh(r)'IC\iNII‘lll servel dal:_éhe needs OTI
various causes, as will be set forth hereéftedrew near, OUSE a a ar betler than 1,” a € would ride away we

waiting nevertheless till he should first accost me. Nor did | content to be quit for a while of such cares.
wait long, for he rose straightwdyom his place and saluted "Nor, indeed, was | ill content to abide at home, at least
me. And here | may conveniently say what manner of man hetill there came to pass such a thing as set on fire the hearts of all
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the younger sorin our parts, aye, and of their elders also; and were dead of a fever, and my mother was left alone, with her
this was the great adventure of William of Normandy in two daughters, maidens aénder age. Now | would make no
preparing for the conquest of England. Normandy, you mustcomplaint of my native country, where men are not worse, if,
know, is the next province to that in which is the city of maybe, they are not better than elsewhere; but indeed | know
Amiens, lying to the westward. ThHéorman folk are scarce to  not the place where a woman can safely and properly manage
be called Frenchmen, having come, some three or fourcornlands and pastwiands and orchards dnthe like. |
generations ago, from northern parts, but they are stout fighterstherefore thought no more of what Duke William, who indeed
and it was commonly believed that any enterprise which theirwas now King William, was minded to bestow upon me, but
duke, who was an incomparable man of war, arg #hould set  went back to my house. And there | tarried for some years, till
their hands to, would scarce go wrong. When, therefore, it wasmy mother departed this life, never having held up her head
noised abroad that Duke William was gathering together a grea@fter my father's death, and my sisters, who were-faetured
army, and that all that desired good wages and profitable servicanaidens, were given in marriage.

would do well to follow his bannérfor of his ownpeople he
could not make a sufficient musdethen, as | have said, many
hearts were moved, and mine among them. My father would
have greatly loved to go, but he was growing old, and had
received also a shrewd blow on the swarth. Hence he was
content tdisten to my mother's entreaties and to abide at home.
But why do | dwell on these vanities? Let it suffice to say that |
took service with Duke William, bringing with me a company
of some twenty soldiers from our part, who, | will venture to
affirm, wereas well equipped and as skilful in arms as any that
came to him outside his own dominions.

"After this | also entered the state of wedlock, not
wholly of my own free will. Of this matter it boots not to speak
much. Let it suffice, therefore, to say tHamarried a lady of
high degree, who had neither beauty nor riches. And if you ask
me why | did so, | can answer only this, that in my own land the
difference of degree is much accounted of, that a common man,
for so they call all them who are not of melbirth, cannot but
be lifted out of himself by any favour shown to him by a noble,
except, indeed, he be of more than common wisdom, and that so
it fell out with me. More, then, | will not say; only that | married
a welkborn wife and found little profior pleasure therefore. For

"l was at the great battle of Senlac; it was my first battle, though the lady brought me no money of her own, yet was she
and had like to be my last, for these English folk are mighty not backward to spend what she found of mine. She must have
warriors, and came near at one time tividg us all into the all things to suit her high estétesilver dishes for her food, and
sea. But so it was that in the end we won the day; and havingrelvet and embroideries for her clothirmmnd gold chains for her
won it, we had the whole land before us for a prey. It so neck, and jewels for her fingers. To put the matter in a few
chanced that the duke had seen during the battle some deed efords, she spent all that | could earn and more; and when she
mined | care not to call it back to mind, for all wdly fame is died, some ten years after our marriage, | had but enough left to
but a vanity, and he would willingly have given me a possessionpay my debts honestly. Yet one thing renea to me which
in the land which he had conquered. So much | heard from hiscould not, indeed, be sold, but was yet to be of no small profit.
own lips. Nor was | unwilling to take such a gift. It is a good From my youth up | had given no little time to book learning.
land and a rich, this England. But ere the matter Veas Some books | had which had come to my father from a certain
advanced there came to me tidings from my home thatuncle, who was Bishop of Amiens, and from my fattveino
altogether changed my purpose. Both my father and myhad never so much as looked at them, to me. |, on the contrary,
brothed for one brother | had, my elder by some two y&dars had applied myself to them with some diligence from my
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boyhood, and | counted them and what | could gain from them "He was a pilgrim, he told me, and he was on his way
the more precious the more my worldly fortunes decayed. homeward from the Holy City, Jerusalem. Now Htseen and
talked with such pilgrims many times from my youth up, and |
ad noted that they told different tales one from the other. Some
ad suffered little, and some much; some had been mocked and
beaten, robbed of all that they had, shut out from the places

"Being thus lef alone, | went to the Bishop, and he,
having a certain favour for me because one of my kinsmen ha(fI
in time past sat in his chair, found a place for me in a certain

religious house, and in due time admitted me to Holy Orders. InWhiCh they had travelled so far to see, and barely suffered to
this house | abode some giars, being but ill pleased with my escape with their lives; some, on the other hand, had been

companions, who verily seemed to me not less worldly because )
they dwelt in a cloister. But why should | speak of the faults of courteously entreated, protected from all insolence and robbery,

others who have so many of my own? Let it suffice to say that, >°© that they coyld vv_alk about th_e city not less safely and
the six years being ended, iéft the house, the Bishop honourably than in their own towns in which they had been born

consenting, and took up my abode in a cell which chanced to bealnd brought up. But it had been bore in upon me that year by
empty, the holy man who had dwelt there for some forty yearsyear there had been more that brought back a bad report, and

having departed this life in great odour of sanctity. Here also Ifewer that brought back a good. This had been so almost from

abode for six years, better pleasedybe, with solitude than | the timewhen | went to dwell in the House of Religion. Many

had been with ilassorted company, yet not wholly content. For Lha(; Wlent onbpllgrlrr}ag(—:-thwer(_el Seen no rtnore.dSuch, mdt—:ed, there
| would often think to myseff what profit is there in my ad always been, for tné piigrim must needs encounter many

present life? Haply | shall accomplish somewhat towards thedan_gers both by sea _and land, perils of shipwreck and robbers,
saving of my soul though even this | sometimesid, the deuvil perils of hunger a disease. But of IaFe years thg number of
and the flesh being not less busy within the cell than without; those ttk)latkwer_e hl;)stt) was greatly .][nuit'?lfd' An? n f’;he_m thatd
and on occasion | give counsel to them that seek it; though I’ca}me ???t mig bef seindn??]nl ez ° henst CIJ su enn? |3n
standing outside all affairs, can be but of little help to them thattmh'stuje' bu ﬂ?_ever e|(_3|re frﬁailred tr?irh Slﬁcd atale a.‘:fhwhas old me
are concerned with them. So | would oftemkhto myself, and at day by this man. Hie a at hé nad seen with nis own
so grew daily less content with my life, and yet lacked the eyes_the Patriarch dragggd by the hair of his head from_ his
courage or the will to change it. And yet | did change it, and thatd\’ve”'m;l to the common prison; that the holy man was kept in a

suddenly, there coming to me a call which | could not choose Most foul dungeon till the Christian folk of the city could gather
but hear émd obey together a ransom of two hundrgdld pieces; that he himself,

o _ . having paid a gold piece, as was customary, by way of tribute,
"On a certain winter night found a stranger wetiigh had been stripped, robbed of all that was left to him, and cruelly

buried in the snow. | had been on a spiritual errand, peaten when his persecutors found that he in truth possessed
administering the last sacraments to a sick man, the cure Ohothing more."

souls in the parish being then vacant. This man | carried to my
cell and recovered, not without much labour, lier was weH

nigh dead with cold and hunger. And having recovered him, |

had perforce to keep him for many days, during which time |

talked much with him.

Such was the taldhat Peter told me, and then he added
the very words which | now write down: "When | heard these
things, | said within myself, what does it profit that | thus sit
still? 1 will arise and go to Jerusalem, and will see these things
with mine own eyes, so tha may know certainly whether
they be true or no; for | know well that there are men who say
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that they are pilgrims and are not, and others who make false I made answer that | had many times seen pilgrims
pretense of having suffered, and not a few who for gain orbeaten, that | had also seen the Patriarch dragged to prison, and
vanity magnify little troubles into greaitlere, then, | am. Tell  that a ransom had been paid for him. "But," | said, "these things
me now how | may best acquaint myself with the truth. Say were done more than a year ago, the governor of the city in
first, if you will, whether you have seen with your own eyes those days being of a specially savage temper; but this man has
aught of these things." been deposed from his office, and is now dead; for him whom
& . : e they depose in this country they also slay, and | verily believe
that he wasleposed for this very cause. The "Turks love not the
Christians; they love none save their own people; but they love
the Christians' money, and will not of set purpose do aught that
shall hinder its coming. Now, the conclusion of the whole
matter is thisThese Turks are barbarians; when they first took
possession of this city they knew not how to use their power,
and they robbed and slew as it has ever been their custom to rob
and slay. Yet have they wit enough to know that it is not by
such doings that nmegrow rich. What will it profit them to take
two gold pieces in the place of one from one pilgrim, if by so
doing they hinder nine other pilgrims from coming to the land?
'Tis the nature of barbarous people to be carried away by rage or
sheer lust of cruty; but for the most part they also as well as
others look to their advantage. | doubt not but that from time to
time the pilgrims will suffer damage, it may be even to death;
but | doubt not also but that for the most part, so long as they
pay the tribug, they will come and depart unharmed. But if you
would know more of these things, go and talk to the Patriarch.”

"Tis a shame," said he, "that a Christian man must pay
tribute for seeing that which it is his right to see. But you say
well; I will go andtalk with the Patriarch."”

So the next day he went with me to Jerusalem, and |
took him to the dwelling of the Patriarch, aethumbleness of
which he marvied much, the Patriarchs in his own country
being for the most part grandly lodged. There | conuhedrhim
to the care of the porter, with whom | had certain acquaintance,
and having bidden him farewell, saw him no more for a while.

THE PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM DRAGGED TO PRISONBY THE TURKS.
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with the intent of taking Jerakem by force of arms. Many of
CHAPTER I the things that were said were wholly beyond belief; but two
things were certainly known, from which much might be
concluded. First, there came no more pilgrims. Now this was a
MORE CONCERNING PETER THE HERMIT new thing. Sometimes there had been many pigrimnd
sometimes there had been few, but some always, save, maybe,
| have more to say of this same Peter which may when the plague had very greatly prevailed. From this it might
conveniently be set down iis place. It was some four years be concluded that an expedition was on foot, because a man
after our parting that | chanced to fall in with him again. A going on pilgrimage would travel more safely and easily with an
certain physician of my own nation, being now advanced in army than before it. Secondly, the rulers of the land were
years, and not a little feeble in body, would have me for his manifestly making great preparation both in arms and men, as if
helper. And this | was well pleased be; for he was a man  for defence against some future danger. Nor had we been many
skilful in his art, and one from whom much might be learnt, and hours in the city before we learnt the truth of the matter. There
of a kindly temper, and with an open hand. When | had beenwas a grat stir and tumult in the streets, these same streets
with him six months or thereabouts, there came an urgentpeing full of a mixed multitude of men of all nations. So much
message from John, surnamed Comnenus, who was Engberor could be learnt from the confusion of tongues that was to be
New Rome, or, as many call it, Constantinople. My master's heard, and the strange aspect of many that passed to and fro.
reputation for skill in the healing art was spread far and wide, Nor did | wonderat these things when | had fallen in with Peter,
and he was much sought after by those who had sufficientwhich | did on the very next day after my coming. There is a
wealth to pay for his service, which, of a truth, he did not rendervery noble church, that is called the Church of the Holy
cheagly. At the first he was minded not to go, "for," said he, "I Wisdom, before which is a great square in which all the chief
have rather need of a physician's help for myself, than to rendetitizens are wont to gatheAnd here, on the morning of my
it to others." Nevertheless he was persuaded. For first thecoming, did | see Peter. At the first sight | scarce knew him, for
rewards of healing were considerable, being not less than fivehe had something of the garb and manners of a soldier. Nor,
hunded gold pieces, with a most honourable conveyance andindeed, did | wonder when | came to hear from his lips the story
escort; for the Emperor had sent a war galley to Tyre that shouldsf what had befallen him sinaee had last companied together.
take us thence to New Rome. In the second place, he was eag@hd this story | shall now set forth without further preface,
for knowledge, which he gathered with no less zeal than if heputting in a few words what he said in many:
had been athe beginning not the end of life. And in the third

"l talked much with the Patriarch, and learned many
place, he could never have enough of travel. So we set forth g, . : Y
little after the time of the spring equinox, and having a most things from him. He told me what he himself had suffered, and

prosperous voyage, the wind blowing from the east, as it is WonthOW great was the peril in which he stood from day to day. "The

to do at thisseason, came from Tyre to New Rome in twelve sword of the infidel,’ said he, 'is ever at my throat. | may live so
days ’ long as | can purchase forbearance; yet even so it is but a chance

of safety that | buy; for these Turks care but little fbe
There had come many rumours of war eastward duringkeeping of faith with the infidél for so in their insolence they
these four years; how that great hosts, such as had not beegpeak of us! Then he spoke of the pilgrims. 'They also buy their
gathered together within the memory of man, were on the waylives, nor do they always receive that for which they pay the
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price. Verily a man may more safely adventure himself in a had that to say which was worth hearing, but because | chanced
lion's den, aye, or thrust his head into a lion's mouth, than comdo fall in with a lackey who came from the town of Amiens.
into this city.' 'But,’ said I, 'there is a Christian Emperor in New This man spake of me to a ddaeper, anthe doorkeeper to a
Rome; why do you not go to him for help?' ‘It were idle,’ chamberlain, and the chamberlain to a secrétarignow not
answered he, 'to seek help from him who cannot help himself. Ihow the thing went rouddand so at the last | came to have
have lived seventy years upon the earth; and verily during thisspeech with the Pope. And when | had accomplished this, | had
time the Lord has cut the borders of New Rome so short, that inn truth accomplished all. The Pope needed no persgattin
seventy more it is like to have little beyond its walls." Then | was enough for him that the Christian folk of Jerusalem looked,
asked him for what help he looked and whence. And he said, 'lInot to New Rome, but to Old Rome, for help. 'There has no
look to the Bishop of Rome, and to the nations of the West. If better news been brought hither," said he, 'these five hundred
they will but stir themselves, they can drive out these years and more. Verily God has blessed His servant beyond all
unbelievers from the Holy City." When the Patriarch so spake, Imeaure, that | should be the instrument in His hands of
thought to myself that now not only would the Holy Places be winning back the Holy Places from the unbeliever, and of
taken out ofthe hands of the Infidel, but that the Church of bringing into one fold the divided flock of Christ." Such was the
Christ would again be made one as she was in the old time. FoPope's speech, and his action had not lagged behind could he
how should these schismatics of the East persist in theirbut have set him#fefree from the chains of use and customs
disobedience when so great deliverance should have beemith which he is bound. But there were letters to be sent to the
wrought for them by the merf the West? kings and princes, and letters to be received from them, and
"Having, then, these thoughts in my mind, | made all treaties and bargainings, and provision to be made of money and
haste to go back that | might lay the matter before the HonfStQLeé r(;eces_sary thslngis dOlIJbt n%t’ but mgklng sore t”.ﬁl Orf]'l
Father at Rome. Of the time between the departing from ﬁ't ar;]. patlencedo_o, as Co‘é .notlen urﬁ go ﬁ't stth\r/] e
Jerusalem and the coming to Rome there is no need to speal‘k ese things were-aoing, or not doing, | travelled through the
particularly; ket it suffice to say that never have days seemed to ength and breadth both of F_rance and of ltaly, .pre.achlng
pass so slowly. All the hindrances of travel, lack of horses Onwheresoever | went the causkthis Holy War. And verly, if |
land, contrary winds by sea, were multiplied, or so it seemed to?ay speak of one so unworthy after the manner of the Holy
me, tenfold more than is the wont of these things. And when | postle St. Pau_l, the people everywhere received me as an angel
was arrived aRome, what delays, what miserable wastings of of qu' Often indeed my ;peech was not understood of them
that listened to my preaching. Even in mwn land of France

time! Surely His Holiness the Pope is but ill served by those . . .
here are many regions and provinces where my tongue is as the

im!
gh;;rge?grc;uaimm.C(I),u\;\éh?loflagyaar:;t;eé;rl:sthgee?;enggi';]n;?rr?ii:ll{ongue of a foreigner. Of the language of Italy | know nought.
' 'In Latin speech | am not inexpert; but of the common people,

There was but one voideom all of whom | sought help and . :

counsel: the Pope's auderdamber opens o, <ad they, save 24, 1 °f "2 (s and nopios, it very feh fojow',
. 5 _

by a key of gold. And where should | get this same key of gold? Nevertheless all heard me most gladly. | would not boast of

_ "At the last, when after six months of waiting, by which, honours done to me; yet 'tis true that the people strove to
indeed, my heart was weligh bioken in twain, | did win my  possess themselves of such things as might serve for memorials
way to the presence of His Holiness, how was it? Not because |
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of me. For lack of other relics they would take the very hairs of course, for many were flocking in every day, or, | should rather
the mule on which | rode. say, every hour. And so we did."

"Then | said to myself that it would be ill if all this zeal Here, for brevity's sake, | shall pretermit what Peter told
should be lost and come to nothing. The kings and princes ando me concerning the doings of Walter; it wsliffice to relate
knights are long about their preparasoof war; shall not | be  what he said concerning himself. "Some twenty days after the
beforehand with them? The Lord giveth victory to him whom departure of the Knight Walter, | also set forth, having with me
He shall choose, even as He made David to triumph oversome forty thousand men. And for many days we marched in
Goliath the giant. The battle is not to the strong nor the race topeace, neither harming others nor taking harm ourseliiee
the swift. So | caused it to be proclaimed in eya@lace where | greater part of the army had some store of money, nor did they
preached that such as were willing to serve in the army of thewho had more than sufficed for themselves fail to help them that
Lord should not want for a leader. | said that every man shouldlacked. So when the provision of food that we brought was
provide himself with such arms as he c@uid not the sling of spent, we bought of the people of the land; much indeed was
the Israelite better than the sword of the Phils® and some  freely given to us, and they that were constrained by their
provision of food for the way, and | appointed a place where poverty to ask a price, demanded not more but rather less than
they should assemble, and a time of assembling; and | said thateir due. So we journeyed in much prosperity till we came to
if I came not within so many days of the time, then they should the land of Hungary. There, on the walls of a certain town, the
begin their journey, ever moving eastward, for thattlsey name of with | know not, but we called it Evil Town by reason
would come to the place where they would be; also, because bf the evils that we suffered by reason of it, we saw hanging
would not have them wholly regardless of prudence in the arms and other spoils.
affairs of this world, | counselled them to sow the fields before
they departed, ‘and when you return,’ said I, 'by the blessing o
God, you shall reap the harvest.'

¢ "And it was noised abroad in the host that these arms
and spoils had been taken from Walter's host. Whether this was
true or no | know not, but the report stirred the pilgrims to a
"The winter | myself spent in the city of Venice, setting most furious rage, so that they fell upon the town, and the gates
forth with the beginning of spring. Now in Venice | had being open, for the townsfolk were dwelling in security, fearing
consorted with a certain Walter, surnamed the Penniless. To hirmo harm, they took it. After this there was a great slaughter
| opened my mind, having learnt that he veaskilful manat- that there perished not less than four thousand of the inhabitants
arms, for | would not deny that the arm of flesh also can do of the place, and among them not a few women and children. Of
service for the Lord. So, when the due time was come, we twoour folk there died but a hundred or so. For five days we abode
journeyed together to the place which had been appointedn Malleville resting from our toils. But when | heard thhe
beforehand, to wit, to a certain town on the river Rhirgn& king of the land was marching thither with his army, | judged it
arrived we found a multitude of men gathered together, butexpedient to depart. And this we did on the sixth day, taking
many yet wanting whom | had looked to see. This being so, wewith us a great store of goods and much provision for the army.
agreed between us that the Knight Walter should straightway seSo we came to the city of Nyze. And here, our provision of
forward with such as were prepared to march, of whom therevictual being weHlnigh spent, | sent a messenger to the
were some twenty thousand, and that | should follow in due Governor of Nyze saying that we were pilgrims, who were
journeying eastward on the service of God, and desired his
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friendship, and that he would suffer his people to supply to us atwere drowned in the river, for they leapt into the water if so be
a price such thigs us we needed. And | said further that we that they might escape from the sword. Some few indgéd
would give hostages for our good behaviour. safe to land, but the greater part perished. When they of the host
that were behind saw this thing they sought to succour their

"To this he willingly gave consent. So we gave them o
gy 9 g omrades. Then there ensued a great battle, and the pilgrims

hostages, and they, on their part, sold us at a reasonable pric

such things as we needed. So we rested that imghtmeadow ed before their enemies. On that day there were slain ten
that there was without the town, and were well content with Ourthousand at the least. Much goods also were lost, and with them

entertainment, and on the morrow we received again oyrdreat treasure of my own which | had stored out of the gifts

hostages and so departed. But a company of Germans, jjj9iven to me during my preaching. This | kept, not for my own
conditioned men, for such there must be when a multitude istSes, but for the host, because | knew that they who have money

gatheredtogether, lagged behind; and these, whether for thefor thewneed; are welcome, whether it be among heathen men
sake of revenge or of plunder | know not, set fire to a hamlet °" @Mong Christians.

that was on the outskirts of the town. When the Governor of "After a while many that were dispersed in the woods
Nyze heard of these doings, and this he did within an hour ofcame together; but of the forty thousand that followed me at the
their happening, hgathered together the soldiers that he had in first there were left but a half or less. And while | meditaiad

the town and hurried after the malefactors. These he overtookwhat | had best do, there came to me a messenger from the
for they had journeyed slowly, being laden with spoil that they Emperor at Constantinople, who said that | should do well to go
had taken from the hamlet aforesaid, and he slew every man ofo that city, bringing with me such followers as still remained.
them. Nor was he ctoent with this, but he pursued the host, and And this | judged it best to do. Here, therefore, | am.”

having overtaken the rearward, slew some and took some
prisoners. When | heard of these things | sent messengers to t
Governor to make complaint. To these the Governor set forth” ;- - - . - -

the whole matter, which whenhiad heard | perceived that the 22&'61:; dh;ré tns ;nvc\ilafsai?r? nf\;lraa:]r;egiéohaedjggg ?(l)mt,h;? g;?:]_

blame Wasant with h'rE.’ but rart]her with ;JS' So | sent agziun aVerily | do believe thabf all the host which he led, and of all
mhe§sage do' peace, Ima 'lr('jg lejc lexc:fss or m%/ own peOpfehanR/alter's host also, there was not so much as one that came to
their misdoings as | could. Also | called together some of the . Holy City. As for the man himself it shall suffice to say that,
notables out of the hos_,t, a'nd said tomnhat we must "’,‘me,nd ., having tarried awhile in Constantinople, he joined himself to the
oul_r ways, not only for right's sake, but for very safety, ‘for," said host of whose doiys | shall now speak, and accompanied them

|, it we provpke'the people of the land to anger, we shall MOSLi, a1l their journeyings, being held in no small honour by the
certainly perish.’ But the notables, though | so speak of them'chiefs, and that he had his desire in the matter of the Holy City,

;/;/]ere b%: of small atccoutnt,fe:ﬂd L’i)l |e$obple had no revere?cet ftor as shall hereafter be told. | have heard that after awhile he went
em. Then a great part ot ne r-some were content 10 5ok to the westand living to old age, departed this life in a

Re(;)ber?ien:hto my commaﬁc:ur?hed S‘f."gk tobthe ;Qvﬁntﬁf Nyi]e. Idreligious house, of which he had been made the chief. That he
nd when they came near 1o the bridge by whic €y shou might do well in the governing of monks | do not deny; but that

cross the river, the townspeople fell upon themeytbeing so o : :
crowded together on the bridge that they could not so much a{]neart:%dstno skill in the leading of men and the art of war is

move their arms to strike a blow. Many were slain, and many
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So muchthen | heard from Peter, truly a most sad tale,
et was he not one whit cast down or discouraged by the telling



indeed near to death, he said again, "Tell me now how long |
may live." And when | had answered, being constrained, as it
were, to such plainss of speech, that he might live for one
day or even for two days, he was silent for a while. About the
space of halanhour after he said, "Give me yet another
draught of the cordial, for | have much to say." And when |
would have had him understand that speak much would
greatly waste his strength, he made answer, "What matters it if

CHAPTER IV

THE FIRST CRUSADE

While | tarried in Constantinople | practised, as was
my wont, when opportunity offered, the art of healing. On a
certain day | was called to visit a sick man who lay, for so the | |ive twelve hours or six, so that | utter the things which are in
messenger affirmed, in great peril of his life at a eetavern, my heart?" Then he bade me unbind the purse that was about
hard by the water's side. Nor, indeed, did the messenger speakhis loins and open it. There were in it sosiety gold pieces,
otherwise than truly, if only one that is most certainly near to some small leather bags which were filled with jewels, and
death can be said to be in peril, great or other, of his life. various writings. Now the substance of what the merchant
When | looked upon the man, who was, as it were, @1 th Nicias said to me, so far as it concerns the purpose of my
threshold of old age, having, so far as | could judge, some present writing, was this. He was on his way home to the city
threescore and six years, | saw that he had been known to me of Antioch in Syria, having visited sundry places in which he
in time past, and had done me also no small kindness in a had affairs of trade in time past. "I had always purposed," said
certain matter of which it boots not now to tell. He was a he, "that this should be my last journey, and that, this being
Greek by natiopa merchant by occupation, one accustomed to finished, | would spend the rest of my days in peace. That this
travel, on errands of trade, to distant lands, wealthy also, for might be accomplished was my prayer, and part God has
his ventures had been great and fortunate beyond the common. granted and part He has denied. He has suffered me to finish

When he had revived somewhat, for | had commanded all my business; but He gives me not the days of peace that |

that some strong waters should dgieen him, | whispered in
his ear, "Nicias, my friend' for Nicias was his nande"it
grieves me much to see you in this plight." Now before this the

sick man had not so much as regarded me, lying with his eyes

shut, as one that had resigned himself to Bigt when he

desired. So be it; haply | had wearied of them, as | have myself
seen others wegin the like case, and had so come to despise
His good gift."

Then he told me what was in his mind. First he would
have me travel to Antioch where he had left his children, a son

heard his name, being also, as | have said, somewhat and a daughter, the son being a youth of some nineteen years,
strengthened by the cordial, he stretched out his hand and and the daugter younger by two years. "I married," said he,

made a motion as though he would have risen. This latter |
would not suffer, for it might have been his death, so wasted
with sickness was he. So | said, "Lie still, friend Nicias, and it
may yet be well with you." "Nay," answered he, "flatter me
not with idle words, for | know well that | have taken my last
journey. Is it so? Tell me the truth as you would desire that the
truth shouldbe told to you." And when | had told him in such

"when | was somewhat advanced in years, having before
found no leisure for the business. In this | did ill, or so it now
seems to me, seeing that | leave my children but ill prepared to
care for themselvesAnd yet '® so | heard him murmur to
himsel® " had | not so delayed, thou hadst not been my wife,
O Euphrosyne, fairest and best of women!" After this he spoke
about the things that were in the purse, that the gold and the

words as physicians are wont to use in like cases, that he wasjewels were for me, for the cost tfavel and payment of
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labour and the like. Nor would he listen to me when | said that credible account of such new enterprises as may be set on foot
the payment was by many times too great for the service. than have the great merchants of the world. And by this word
"Nay, nay,"” he cried, "vex not an old man with these merchants | mean not so much those who sell in the markets
disputings. My children have already so much wealth tleat th  and streets of a city, but they who do traffic with-édr
will scarce find good uses for it." Then he took the papers one countries. Such was the Greek Nicias of whom | have spoken
by one, and set forth what they were and what should be done above. And when | came to have converse with his son, a
with them. Some were acknowledgments of money and other young man of as quick an understanding as | have ever seen, |
treasure in jewels and pearls and cloth of gold received; and came to have a very clear knowledge of these affairs. Not
some werdills of exchange; and some were to serve as guides many days after my camg | had some talk with him
to places where treasure was buried. And when the merchant concerning this matter, and judging from what | had heard
had made an end with them | could not but allow that his from Peter, | spoke lightly of it as a thing that would most
children would of a surety have a great burden of wealth. "As certainly come to nothing. "For how," said |, "shall these
for my will," said he, "anotary, Phocion by name, who dwells  disorderly multitudes that have scarce a serbilgeaword or
hard by the east gate, has it in his charge; but that my children spear to a score of men subdue great princes who have well
know." equipped armies or take strong fenced cities? "Nay," said he;
"these things of which you tell me are but as the little gusts of
wind that one may see now and again before a beforeat gr
storm. | verily believe that there will be such a contending
between East and West as has not been seen for a thousand
year® aye, and you may add to the thousand half as much
again. Listen now to this. 'Tis a letter from a certain Jew, a
lender of mong in a country which they call England, with
whom my father had some dealings: 'Duke Robert, who is the
elder brother of the king of this land, seeks to borrow money

| found the city in no little turmoil, and much troubled  for the equipping of himself and his company. He and many
with rumours of wars. Some said one thing and some another, other princes have bound thema&s by an oath to make war
and there were those who spake of multitudes of men, whose against them that have possession of the Holy City; but war, as
numbers were beyond all belief, who were marching eastward thou well knowest, cannot be made without money.' So writes
on the same errand which had brought Peter and his Jacob, a Jew of the city of London. And other letters to the
companions and followers. But they that were now coting  same intent have come which, as bearingstigerscription of
so 'twas commonly saddwere not a mere rabble, without  my father, | have opened." So spoke Cleon, son of Nicias, and
order or discipline, and caring little whether they slew friend pefore many days were passed his words had confirmation.
or foe, but an orderly army ofripces and nobles and knights
and common men. Nor was there any one in the city who had
a more accurate knowledge of these things than the lad Cleon,
the son of Nicias, on whose behalf | had come to this same
city of Antioch. There are none who have a mgpeedy and

When Nicias was deédhe lived some four days,
being not a little eased in mind by the settlement of his
affairsd | took my passage eastward in they ship by which
he had journeyed to Constantinople, it being bound for
Antioch, or rather for Seleucia, which serves for a port to that
city. We had a prosperous voyage of some twenty days or
thereabouts, reaching our journey's end about the time of the
summer solstice.

About the space of one month after the summer
solstice there came a rider to Antioch with an epistle from a
certain mechant dwelling in the city of Nicaea. It was no safe
or easy journey that he had made, passing over rivers and
mountains by ways beset by wild beasts and robbers. The
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substance of the letter was this: "A great army from the West
has taken this city out adhe hands of the Sultan Solyman,
after besieging it for some forty days, not without much labour
and the loss of many valiant men. The number of this army
cannot certainly be known; but it is beyond all doubt very
great, covering the whole face of the ooy, as could be seen
from the walls of the city while the siege was doing. There are
many princes of high estate, but none who is acknowledged to
be chief of all. Some indeed are more highly esteemed than
others, either as having brought to the war atgremultitude

of well-equipped soldiers, or as having shown themselves
valiant in battle, or as being prudent in counsel, or excellent in
temperance and purity of life,” The writer of the epistle
proceeded to speak of a certain Godfrey of Bouillon as
surpassing his fellows, not in one only, but in all these
respects. None, he said, had so great a following of men, not
less, it was commonly reported, than fourscore thousand foot
soldiers and ten thousand horsemen. Now, though some had
perished by war and m® by disease, yet he had at that present
not less than threescore thousand men, and these well
equipped and of an excellent conduct, for that there were many
in the host that were no less to be dreaded by their friends than
by their enemies. Also, he wesported to be right valiant and
greatly skilled in arms, prudent in counsel, albeit not one who
could conceal his thoughts, but, on the contrary, must ever
speak out his mind plainly. Having said so much of the army
in general, and of this Godfrey, of winol heard now for the
first time, he wrote these words: "Having talked with one of
the scribes who attend at the councils of the chiefs, | have
heard a thing which it concerns you to know without delay. It
is the purpose of the chiefs when they have reateile in

this city to march to Jerusalem, but first they will possess
themselves of the city of Antioch, for they that know the land
are certainly persuaded that Antioch must be first taken before
they can safely lay siege to Jerusalem. Do you, therefore
make such preparation as may seem fit to you before the
coming of the host, for that it will come in due time you may
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count for certain. And | would say this to ydake good
care to hide away such wealth as you may have. 'Tis true that
in this city of Ncaea good order has been kept, and there has
been little plundering or violence. But then the city was
surrendered, not taken by force, and it was surrendered not to
the princes of the army but to the Emperor of New Rome.
Nevertheless there was much murmg among the common
men that they had been defrauded of their rights. This letter |
have sent by a messenger whom | know to be trustworthy,
with a commandment that he deliver it in your hand with such
speed as may be. Another of the same intent | haviebse
another hand and another way, so that the news may most
certainly reach you. Farewell." And here | may say that this
second letter never came into the hands of Cleon. | reckon that
the messenger perished on his way.
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CHAPTER V

OF THE BESIEGING OF ANTIOCH

| had much talk with Cleon about his affairs, especially
as to what it were better for him and his sister to do in view of
the present necessity. "l like not these walled towns," said I.
"That they are useful for the maintaining of a kingdom | would
not deny; but they are, methinks, but ill places wherein to
dwell. Let them be fortified as thoroughly as may be, yet are
they taken sooner or later, whether by force of arms or by
compulsion of famine. And when they are so taken, then are
the inhabitantshe most miserable of human creatures.” To

these things he assented, being, as | have said, a young man of

a good understanding. So it was agreed that he would not
await the coming of the Christian army. He would send the
girl his sister to her fostenother who dwelt, being the wife of
one who had merchandise of timber, in the region of Lebanon.
Further, we judged it well that he and | should travel
westward, and take such occasion as might offer itself of
joining ourselves to the army on its march. "Fdrgaid, "I
having this physician's craft of mine cannot fail to be
welcome; never yet was army that had physicians sufficient
for its need. As for you, you may, at the first, for more safety,
make as though you were a helper in my work; afterward, if it
seem good, you shall follow your own trade; a lender of
money will find friends enough wherever he may be."

And this we did. It may be told that when the army
departed from Nicaea, the leaders divided it into two parts,
holding that the multitude of men @attle were so great that
the country would not by any means support it. Nor would |
deny that in this they judged rightly. Nevertheless this same
dividing had nearly ended in great trouble, for the enemy
following hard on the lesser of the two partsexgok it at a

off till after many hours' fighting and much loss of men. We
joined ourselves to the larger part when it had accomplished
about half of its journey from Nicaea to Antioch. Nordhia
misjudged when | said that the army was like to have need of
physicians. There was in it most grievous sickness, so that
many died from day to day. Also there was that which no art
of the physician could heal, extremity of thirst, so that many,
especilly of the weaker sort, women and children, of whom
there was a great multitude, perished miserably. Nevertheless,
here also | was able to do some service to the host, for | knew
sundry signs by the observing of which water may be found,
and that in placew/hich would seem to the unskilful to give

no promise of the same.

But when we came to Antiodhand this was some six
r seven days after the late equidakere was much
guestioning and debate as to what it were best to do. There
were many, and those ndtet least prudent among the chiefs,
whose counsel was wholly adverse to the undertaking of a
siege. They said that the year was already far spent, and that
the time was at hand when our army must needs think of rest
rather than of battles, that there was &scanty store of food,
and, finally, a thing that was plainly to be seen and beyond all
denial, that a city so great of compass could not be
beleaguered by so few. The counsel of these men was that the
army should pitch a camp, and this as near toe¢heas could
be conveniently contrived. "For so," said they, "shall we most
easily defend ourselves, having the sea, by which no one can
approach save with our good will, on one side; also, we shall
be quit of the fevers and other plagues that are gendetbkd
marshes; and finally we shall be sustained by the corn and
other victual that will be brought to us from over sea, whether
by friends who wish us well or by merchants in the hope of
gain.” But the word of those who were for pressing on
prevailed, nocan it be doubted but that these latter were in the
right. For if the Christians stood aside and left Antioch as
being, forsooth, too strong for them, what hope was there that

certain place that is called Dorykeum, and could not be beaten they should possess themselves of Jerusalem? It must be
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confessed that to begje so great a city, that had walls and yet but little forage was got, for they could not go far, and
bulwarks and towers so strong, and was also so well provided much also was trampled under foot and lost.
both with fighting men and munitions of war, was against all

But there were greater troubles to be endured that
common methods of warfare.

these. For when the siegachbeen set about two months or a

But these methods must yield to necessity, and, as | little more, the victual of the men began to fail. And this was
have said, itwas a necessity that the Christians should set the more grievous, because where things had been in great
siege to Antioch. Yet there had not passed a week before it abundance, now there was want; for the common people, as is
was seen how great a task had been therein undertaken. Thetheir custom, spent and wasted as ifsémth, there could be
land between the camp and the sea was mostly barren, so thaino end to their stores. From this there followed many evils.
little pasture could be fouhfor the horses. But when the First, the soldiers plundered even their friends, for there were
Christians went farther afield for forage, then the Turks from not a few Christians in the country; for what will not hungry
the town would set upon them and slay them, and this all the men do? so making enemies of them who othrerwhad
more readily because they were of necessity scattered over ahelped them. Secondly, not a few were slain while they sought
great space of country, seeking for thengs of which they for food, often at great risk of their lives. Such seeking was,
had need. It would be long to tell of all these things; one indeed, forbidden by the chiefs; but what did forbidding avail?
notable example which | saw with my own eyes shall suffice. for the men said, "If we sit still we die; and if the enestay
There went on a certain day about one month after the setting us, we die also." And indeed the scarcity was most grievous. A
of the siege a company of three hundred men or theuts. man might eat at a single meal four pennyworth of bread and
Being so many, for commonly they that sought for forage went yet be scarcely satisfied; and a lamb or a kid could scarce be
by tens or scores, they took little heed. The enemy, perceiving bought for six shillings, whereas but two months before it had
this from the walls, issued forth and fell upon the men while not cost more than so many pence. And now the horses fared
they were dispersed, and burdened also with loads of forage. worse than ever; for such grain as had been got together for
They slew some, but when the Christians, being called them was consumed by the men; nay, they were themselves
together by their captains, made head against them, they in killed and eaten. Many men died, and they who made shift to
their turn fled. Then there came forth others from the town to live were much sperand weakened. Nor did they suffer from
help them, and others also from the camp crossed by the hunger only; for there were great rains, as there are wont to be
bridge of boats that thehiefs had made, for all these things at this season of the year in this land; and the ground on which
were done on the farther side of the river; so there was, so to the tents were pitched was ofttimes overflowed with water,
speak, a set battle, many fighting upon both sides, and not a and the tents themselves Weigh perished with rottenness
few being slain. Then the chiefs could not but consider among and decay. And so it fell out that what with them that were
themselves what would be tked, if, indeed, they must spend  slain by the enemy, and them that perished by hunger and
so many lives of men in seeking forage for their horses. disease, and them that fled away from the camp, the host was
Therefore they made it an ordinance that none should go a minished by half, and yet nothing, so to spehkd been
foraging save under commandment and in a set order. And the accomplished for the subduing of the city. What would have
order was this, that a hundred men or so shdelep the befallen the army | know not but that by good fortune, or shall
guard. And this availed somewhat, for the men were not slain; | rather say, the good leading of God, two of the chiefs, to wit,
the Earl Bohemond, and the Earl of Flanders, having ¢me
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afield, came upon a certain town in which they found a great was this, that Duke Godfrey, who had been sick for-wigh
store of food, and this not guarded of any, so that they took it a year, was now receved. The cause of his sickness, as |
without let or hindrance, nor lost in the gaining of it so much heard it from a squire that waited upon him, was this.

as a single man. For a while this store held out; they thdit h
money in their pouches fared well, and to them that had not,
distribution was made by such as were charitably disposed.
But there was end of this store also; then, when things were
well-nigh as bad as before, a certain Latinus, whom the
Emperor of Romdad sent to stand in his place, coming to the
chiefs, said that, if they were willing, he would go to New
Rome and advise the Emperor of the straits to which the army
had been brought, and return again as speedily as might be
with so much victual as coulde gotten together. Now this
Latinus was a man given to lies and treason, and of this the
chiefs were well aware; only they had no testimony whereby
to convict him, nor had they reason to deny him, when he
proffered such service, therefore they suffered to depart;

but his going was a great discouragement to the army, for no
man believed that he had it in his mind to return. "The ship
sinks'd this | heard one man say to another, as | walked in the
camp on a certain night about this tin&he ship sinks, rzd

this rat would fain leave it."

And now, fortune, who, indeed, is ever mutable in her
dealings with men, changed her face and looked with favour
on the host. Three things there were which brought with them
no small advantage, and these | will now sethfoFirst, then,
the chiefs, by the counsels of the biskbpsat is, the chief
priest® made certain ordinances for the conduct of the host. It
was a great scandal that men who made pretence of fighting in
the cause of God should give themselves overdséhvice of
the devil, as many did by all manner of evil living. Now,
therefore, an ordinance was passed against drunkenness and
lust, and gambling and violence, whether of speech or of act. - &
Such ordinances are often made in vain; but the army was now o g s i b e
disposed to repentance, for this mood is wrought in men by
suffering and fear, of which there had been no lack in the DUKE GODFREY DELIVERING A HUSBANDMAN FROM A BEAR.
months now past. And the second cause that worked for good
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It was as thédnost was passing through the Lesser Asia an ancient quarrel between the Sultan of Egypt and the Sultan
that the thing happened. Some of the chiefs on a certain day of Syria. Verilyit had gone ill with the Christians but for this
would go a hunting these men must hunt whatever befall.  division among their enemies. But this also must be said, that
Now Duke Godfrey, as he rode through the wood by himself as they would have fared worse than they did if their
alone, was aware of a husbandman that ftem a bear. The adversaries had been at one among themselves, so they would
man had been felling trees to make fuel for the host, and being have fared by far better if ¢y on their part had been more at
surprised by the beast, had much ado to escape. For the beawone. But there were many angers and jealousies and envyings,
can overtake a man, run he as quickly as he may; nor will it each man seeking his own, and having but little care for the
avail to climb into a tree, by which device otheabts may be common cause, only the Duke Godfrey was one that set not
avoided, for the bear can climb right well. When the duke saw his own things before the things of the hhos
this husbandman fleeing for his life he drew his sword and
took his standing in the way, and the bear left the man and
addressed him to the duke. And first the beast, which was a
mighty creature, both fierce and strong, smote the duke's horse
with his paw on the shoulder so that it fell to the ground. Then
the duke, who was as nimble a man as there was in the host,
leaping clear of the horse, stood upon his feet, but the bear,
running upon him with a most horrible cry, smote him very
hardly on the thigh. Then, rising on his hind legs, cast his front
paws about him. But the duke, for all that he had been
grievously wounded, was not overcome by the beast. He
caught him about the neck liye skin with his left hand, and
with his right hand drave the sword into his body up to the
cross, and so slew him. But no sooner had he so done but he
fell to the earth, being faint with much bleeding. There he lay
till there came certain men from tharnsp to fetch him, for the
husbandman had advertised them of what had befallen. So
they carried him in a litter to the camp. And for many days he
lay sick almost to death, but now when the army was in a great
strait he was restored to soundness of body tlasdas some
said, not without a miracle. Of this | say nothing; but 'tis
certain that the news of his wdleing was heard with great
joy, for the duke was a mighty warrior and a skilful leader of
men, and a righteous man also and of a simple heart.

And the third thing that put the army in good heart was
that great gifts both of money and of food came to the camp
from the Sultan of Egypt. It must be understood that there was
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CHAPTER VI

OF THE TAKING OF ANTIOCH

And now all things seemed to work together for the
advantage of the besiegers. The governor of the city,
Baghasian by name, thought to attack them from all sides at
one and the same time, for he knew that they vmeueh

they receive provisions of food from the country round about.
Also the besiegers possessed themselves of many horses
which they found feeding in pastures hard by the city wall. So
it came to pass in divers ways that on the one hand the citizens
of Antioch were more hardly pressed than before, and on the
other hand the besiegers had greater ease and plenty. About
this time &so, for the year was now more advanced, ships
could go to and fro without danger, so that many cargoes of
food and other necessary things came to the host. Also there
came from a great prince in the west fifty thousand pieces of

wasted by hunger and disease. He sent messengers, thereforegold.

to the chiefs and governors of the country round about, asking
of them to gather together by a certain day as many soldiers as
they could and with these to approach as secretly as might be
the camp of the Christians. But this thing coming to the ears of
the Christians that were in the @tyand they were both many

in number and full of zedlthey sent to the Duke Godfrey
warning him of what was about to be done. So the duke,
calling the other luiefs, laid a great ambush, six battalions of
men, hiding them in a certain place which was the farther side
of the river Elper, for this same river was between the camp
and the city. So when the enemy approached, not thinking that
they should be attackethr the Christians had not been wont

to abide on the farther side of the river, but to cross it only for
this occasion or that, then the men that were in ambush rose up
suddenly, and fell upon them, and made a great slaughter
among them, for they scarceutd strike a blow for fear and
astonishment. For ten miles or so did the Christians pursue
them that fled, and as they came back they threw some heads
that they had cut off from the slain over the walls of the town.

After this the Christians establishdtemselves on the
far side of the river aforesaid, and for their better protection
built two forts, of which the one was kept by a chief of the
name of Tancred and the other by the Earl of Toulouse. So a
great advance was made, for now the city was besiegein
name only but also in fact, for the inhabitants could no more
go in and out freely, as they had been wont to do, neither could
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And now, again, th€hristian men that were in the city
of Antioch greatly helped them that were without. Chief
among them were two brothers, of an ancient house that was,
by origin, of the land of Armenia. These were armourers by
occupation, and held in high esteem by thertsfolk for their
skill in the making of arms and for their prudence in affairs
and also for their riches, for | have noted, having had
experience of many years, that poor men, be their virtues how
great so ever, are but lightly esteemed. Now the elddresk
two brothers was named Pheduswas said that he had
professed the faith of Mahomet but was in heart a Christian,
but of this | know nothing. This man had a great quarrel with
the Turks in Antioch, because of the oppressions wherewith
they oppresskhis nation, and because also of a private wrong
that one of their chief men had done to him. Therefore he sent
a messenger to one of the chiefs of the army, Bohemond by
name, saying that he would deliver the city into his hand, if he,
on his part, wouldset the matter in order. "And," said he,
"whatever you do you must do quickly, for before many days
are past, there will come such succour to the Turks that you
will not be sufficient to hold your own camp, far less to take
the city."

For a while Bohemondaid nought to the other chiefs,
for his desire was that Antioch should be given over to him for
his own possession. In the first place, therefore, he made
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interest with the chiefs that this should be established by a
common agreement. And to this, afeerwhile, all the other
chiefs, save only the Earl of Toulouse, gave their consent.
About this time the chief men of the city began to have
suspicion of treachery. Of certain proof they had none; but
they reckoned that the Christians in the city could mbthave

they have come from far, on a good errand, for so they think it,
and now they will all perish miserably." But his brother
answered him in much heat, "Your pity, brother, is but ill
bestowed; for my part | should much rejoice if the Turks
shaild strike off the heads of all these villains. For surely
since they came into the land we have not had peace either by

designs against them, seeing what they had suffered at theirday or by night." When Pherrus heard him speak in this

hands. They planned, therefore, that there be a common
slaughter of them. And when this came to the ears of the said

fashion, he was in a strait, for "Now," said he to himself, "my
brother being amdversary in this matter, both | and the chief

Pherrus, he sent to Bohemond, saying that what he did he mustwith whom | have made agreement must perish miserably."

do quicKky. "Come, therefore,” for such was the message, "to
the tower you wot of, and bring with you some stout men
armed, and this at midnight, neither before nor after.” When

the chiefs heard this message, for Bohemond caused the man

to deliver it aloud in theipresence, they were very glad.

Meanwhile, Baghasian, the governor of the city, sent
for Pherrus, thinking that he was well affected to him, and
asked him what it were best to do. "For," said he, "l have it in
my mind to put all the Christians to deabiut this is a great
business and cannot be put in hand without much preparation.
Come now and say what, in your wisdom, you think it well to
do at this present." Then Pherrus said, "If the towers of the
wall be safe, then the city cannot be taken. Takes,car
therefore, that the charge of the towers be committed to trusty

And then he did a most dreadful deed, for he smote his brother
with a dagger, he being wholly unaware, and the man fell to
the ground stone dead, with@®o much as a groan.

When it was midnight Bohemond came, as had been
agreed, to the bottom of the tower, and he carried with him a
ladder of cords, with hooks of iron wherewith it might be
fastened to the wall. And when the guard that walked upon the
wall had passed by, then Pherrus let down from the tower a
rope wherewith he drew up the ladder of cords, and made the
hooks fast in the wall. Then Bohemond climbed up the ladder,
and when he came to the top, said Pherrus to him, "Come now,
and | will give yair such proof of my good faith as never has
been shown to any man before." And he drew away a cloak
that he had laid on the dead body of his brother, saying, "See

men; and, for the greater security, see that the guards of the this man; he was my brother; we never had strife since we

said towers be often changed." And this he said without

were children, yet | slew him becaube was not of one mind

changing countenance, and when the governor heard him so with me in this matter.”

speak he puaway out of his mind all suspicion, if he had any
such, for the counsel was manifestly good.

That same day about the time of sunset it fell out that
Pherrus and his brother were together in the principal tower.
Now Pherrus had not made trial of his braothethis matter,
and, indeed, he doubted not at all but that he would be of one
mind with him, for this had been their habit of life to have the
same thought about all things. So he said, pointing his hand to
the camp of the Christians, "I have a pitytbése men, for
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Now the other chiefs that had come to the place with
Bohemond doubted. And when they delayed to climb into the
tower by the ladder, then Bohemond descended, and said to
them, "This man is faithful if evanan was. Even now he has
showed to me the dead body of his brother, whom he slew for
our sakes, because he was his adversary in this matter. Come
now, and spend no more time in vain, for even yet, if we make
not good haste, the whole enterprise will comadthing."” So
Bohemond mounted the ladder, and the other chiefs followed
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him without more ado, and they mastered the tower, and slew
the watch.

Now the chiefs had given commandment that

CHAPTER VII

companies of men should be ready within cry of the walls, soHow THE CHRISTIANS WERE BESIEGED IN

that, ® soon as the signal should be given, they should be

ready to bear aid. So Bohemond and his comrades, having

slain the warders of the gates, set them wide open, calling to

the companies that waited outside. Thus it came to pass that

after a siege of nighpon nine months the city of Antioch was
taken, and that without the losing of so much as a single man.
How many of the citizens and soldiers were slain | know not.
This | can write of my own knowledge, that the streets were
full of dead bodies, when | pass into the town on the day
following. "Twas said by some that as many as ten thousand
were slain on that night. This | know not; but 'tis certain that
many perished, and not fighting men only. As for Baghasian
he was overtaken when he sought to fly, aad slain.
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ANTIOCH

Thus it came to pass that the host of the Christians
gained the city of Antioch. But as it often falls out that a man
finds cause to repent him of having accomplished his device,
so was itin this matter.

In the first place the city was not wholly taken, for
there yet remained to the Turks a strong fortress that was built
upon a hill in the midst of the city. So strong was it that the
chiefs concluded that it might not be taken, save dnly
hunger. The Christians, therefore, had the city, yet was there
an enemy hard at hand, and watching ever when he could do
them the most grievous harm.

In the second place, there was no food in the city, no,
nor in the country round about, so that theigttans made no
gain save only that they could dwell under roofs rather than in
tents.

In the third place, and this was by far the worst trouble
of all, they had been in the city but two days or so when they
were themselves besieged. For Baghasian hadsessengers
while the siege was yet-doing to all the princes of the
countries round about, begging help of them. And now there
came a great army, of which Kerboga, Lord of Aleppo, was
the chief commander, and took up its lodging before the town.
And when one of the knights, being the chief under Duke
Robert of Normandy, went out to meet them, his name being
Roger de Bounville, he was slain by an arrow from a bow. His
companions made great lamentation over him, for he was a
very valiant knight and mucheloved. And on the next day
also Duke Godfrey himself, sallying out against the enemy,
suffered greatly at their hands, so that he went back into the
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town with two hundred less in his following than when he had he was on his way, having accomplished something about half
gone forth. By these things the Christiansravegreatly of his journey, there met him one of the captains, winoed
disheartened and the Turks put in good courage. Also they that him from his purpose. This man told him how that the
were in the citadel became the bolder and did not a little Christians had lately taken Antioch, and this by the treachery
damage; at the same time the blockade was broken, for the of a citizen, after a nine months' siege, and how that they were
Sultan Kerboga was able to come and go freely as he would.  themselves besieged in the city, and could not by any means
hold outtill help should come. So the Emperor turned back,

suffered was the famine, which now was so grievous that it not wholly against his will, for he was one th sought to gain
’ his ends by craft rather than by force. This was a great

was weltnigh past bearing. That men should eat camels and di t thouah th h 4 that th
horses and asses was but a small matter, for the flesh of these® >codragement, thoug ere were some who sal at the
creatures is not whalldistasteful. Nay, | doubt not but that coming of the Emperor wouldave been for ill rather than for

many eat of them without knowing. But now there was such good, because he would have sought to take for himself all the

hunger that cats and dogs, yea, and fouler creatures than thes,e,glory and profit of the war. But such, | take it, were of those

as rats and the like, were greedily devoured. And herein there Who are wise a_fter the event. None looked f_or glory or profi_t in
was plainly to be seen how gtewas the difference between the days of which | now writdt was enough if a man kept his
man and man: for some, though gently born, could not endure faith, and did that which it was his duty to do. Not all, indeed,

the craving of hunger, but without shame would beg and even wer? sot mlgded.h As Lor lihehCOTfTon men, Itlhedyt weref St?]
steal, and others chose rather to shut themselves up in thejr N€919€Nt and so hung back when they were caled 1o go for

houses, and die without any having knowledfeheir pain. against the enemy Fhat Bohemonq was comsithlo set fire
Then you might see men, once valiant and strong, scarce able© _the houses in Wh'Ch they had hidden the_mse_lves. As for the
to walk for weakness. Nor was there any difference between chiefs and captains, many, as | have said, did secretly flee

: : from the place, and others were minded to do the same, but
rich and poor; for food could not be bought for money, how ' ’
great soever the sum. that shame held them back, and that the better sort msteat

with them that they should not so break their oath.

But the very worst of all the things that the Christians

And now some of the chiefs stole away night,
seeking for some place where they might eat a morsel of
bread; and doubtless many more had so gone, but that the
Turks, sending some horsemen to the port of the city, slew all
the seamen whom they found, and burnt all their ships. And
this turnedout both for good and evil; for good, because
without doubt many more had fled, to the great weakening of
the army, but that they could no more go by sea; for evil,
because there no longer came any victual by this way into the
city.

Chief among those who stood firm in their own
purpose and kept up the hearts of others were Bohemond, who
was styled Prince of Antioch, for the city had been given to
him, and he was loath to givg so noble a possession, and
Duke Robert of Normandy, and, chiefest and most honourable
of all, the Duke Godfrey. But it was a time of sore trouble. | do
remember a day when it was noised abroad through the city
that one of the bravest knights of the gwrinad died of hunger.
| do believe that if the enemy had come up to the gates that
day there were many that would have opened them to him,

And now the Christiam were disappointed of yet  thinking that it would be more tolerable to die speedily by the
another hope. For the Emperor of New Rome had gathered sword than to perish slowly by hunger.

together an army wherewith to succour them. But even when
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And now therecame to pass a thing of which | will not words of the Bishop fell upon their knees, and they who stood
take it upon myself to judge, but which | will relate as far as too far away for heamg took them for an example and did the
my knowledge serves. The chiefest church in the city of same. Then the Bishop cried aloud, "This is the Spear of the
Antioch bears the name of the Apostle Peter, and stands in the Lord's deliverance.” And it came to pass that in a marvellous
chief square of the city. Nownoa certain day there was made short time every man, not in the square only, but in the whole
a proclamation to this purpose: "Let all men that are minded to city, knew what had befallen.
hear good tidings assemble at noon in the great square.” So the
whole multitude was gathered together, and to them came
forth one of the chief men of the armycertain bishop from
the land of France. He stood upon one of the towers of the
church, where he could be seen of all and heard of many, for
the square is very great, and no voice of mortal man could by
any means reach to the farthest part. Now this ig Whaho
stood within a stone's cast of the said tower, heard and saw.
The bishop spake thus: "Yesterday there came to me a certain
clerk of my company who said that he had seen in a vision
Andrew the Apostle, and that the said Apostle would have the
captans of the army search in the church for a great treasure These things being so, the chiefs and captains of the
that was there hidden. The said clerk told me that the vision host were minded to make good use of the occasion. First,
had been seen of him three times, that he had feared to tell thedivision was made of all stores that yet remained in the city;
matter lest he should be scorned, and that the third time the ‘twas but a scanty sply, yet there was enough that all should
Apostle fad made as if he would smite him with a staff which have a little. And this also was a great encouragement. Then
he bore in his hand. So under constraint of fear he came to me word went through the city that all should prepare themselves
and related to me the vision, and | told it to the captains of the for battle on the morrow, and there was much sharpening of
host. So we went together to the church, to the place of which swords and spears, and the geftieady of such other things
the clerk nade us aware, for he had given me signs by which | as were needed.

might know it, and then, having first put up prayers to On the morrow, therefore, at break of day, the host
Almighty God, we dug, and after a while we came to a flat \ent forth in twelve battalions, each under its proper leader, of
stone, whereon was graven in letiers such as men were wont to,yich it will suffice to make mention of the first, which was
use a thousand years agoERH IS LAID THE SPEAR WITH led by Hugh, brother of theiKg of France; and the third,
WHICH THE LORD CHRIST WAS PIERCED. which had Duke Robert of Normandy for its leader; and the

And when the Bishop had said these words, the Duke fourth, under the bishop of whom I have spoken above; and
Godfrey, who stood by him, knelt upon his knees, and held out the seventh, under Duke Godfrey; and the twelfth, which
to him the part of a spear, some seven feet in length, and the followed Bohemond, Prince of Antioch. And in each &léh
Bishop, first bendig his knees to the earth, then took the spear Wwere to be seen the priests clad in white robes and other
in his hands, and kissed it three times, and held it so that it vestments such as they are wont to bear, and before all, the
might be seen of the multitude. And all they who had heard the Spear of Deliverance.
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So much | heard, and to this | give my witness. And |
give my testimony also to this, that from this finding of the
spear there came a marvellous encouragement and renewing of
strength to the whole army. There were some who said that the
whole matter waa cunningly contrived device of the captains.

Be that as it may, 'tis most certain that a new spirit came upon
all men. It seemed as if they were no more troubled with
sickness or hunger or trouble, but were as lusty in body and
confident in spirit as thehad ever been in the time of their
greatest prosperity.



There is no need to write many things of the battle of also, and sheep and goats, and wheat and meal, so much that
that day. The Turks fought valiantly, at the first lasing they who but on the morning of this day would willingly have
confident of victory, for they thought to themselves, "How can given a gold piece for a handful, had now more than they
these Christians, being almost dead of hunger, stand up againstcared to carry awaysut of all the marvels in the camp was the
us?" and afterwards as loath to lose that which they had pavilion of the Sultan Kerboga. This was made in the fashion
counted upon as being already gained. Nor did they fail, in one of a city, with the towers wrought of fine silk. There were
place and another, to hold their ground, and even to drive back streets within it as of a town, and one great tent in which there
their adversaries. So, for example, the battalion of Bohemond might have sat two thousarmen. This great victory was won
had been routed but for the present help which Duke Godfrey at the time of the summer solstice.
brought to it. But, on the other hand, the Christians fought as
men mowed by the very Spirit of God. They that were the
bravest among them showed such courage that they may be
said to have surpassed themselves, and they that had at other
times but common courage, might now be counted among the
bravest; and the cowamddor cowards there are in every
multitude of med were moved that day, if never on any other
day in their whole lives, to be brave. And so it fell out that
they won a great victory. For many hours the armies
contended not unequally, though from the very first the
Christians had somewhat the advantage. But when the sun
began to decline, then the leader of the Turks, the Sultan
Kerboga, fled from the battle. And when his men knew that
they were without a leader, they were greatly troubled. No
man thought but of his awlife and how he might best save it,
and fled with all the speed that he might use. There was a great
slaughter that day, and there had been a greater but that the
horsemen of the Christians dared not to follow the Turks, for
fear lest their horses shouldil beneath them. Only the Lord
Tancred, and some four thousand men with him, pursued after
the enemy. And these slew till they were weary of slaying, for,
indeed, there befell that which was spoken by a prophet of old
time, "A thousand shall flee at thebuke of one."

It was a great victory, and the reward was great, for the
camp was as richly furnished and as full of good things as was
ever camp in the world, and | have seen many. There was a
great abundance of gold and silver, both in ingots and in
money, and tapestry and garments of silk. Oxen there were
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CHAPTER VIII

OF THE MARCH TO JERUSALEM

There were some that thought that the enemy having

been routed and the stores replenished, the host should, after

some days, maybe, of rest, mtarorward to their journey's
end, that is, to the city of Jerusalem. This counsel, beyond all
doubt, was pleasing to the multitude, but it was not approved
by the chiefs. Some man will say, Who shall judge in such a
matter but the chiefs, to whom the gaveent of the host has
been committed? Nor will | deny that such an one has reason
on his side. Nevertheless | hold, having had no small
experience in such matters, that the common folk, having a
more single mind, are wont to have a more clear vision of the
thing that it is best to do. So assuredly was it at the time of
which | now write. The leaders of the host sought each man
for his own. One would be lord of this city and another lord of
that. Some cared for ease, and some were moved by ambition,
and othes were greedy of gain. | say not that none of the
common folk cared for these things. They were a mixed
multitude, both good and bad, as armies are wont to be; that
they were more given to cruelty and wickedness than others is
not a thing to be believe®nly men looked that they should

be better than they were, aye, or than they could be. Truly men

do not change their natures because they wear a cross upon

their breasts. Be this as it may, 'tis certain that the common
men were urgent that the army shomidrch without delay to
Jerusalem, while the captains were busy with other things.

That there were causes of hindrance cannot, indeed, be
denied. First it was but decent that the churches in Antioch,
which had been shamefully misused and defiled by thksTur
should be restored and beautified. Then there befell a sore
visitation of the plague, by which many died, and among them
that bishop of whom | have spoken before in the matter of the
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finding of the spear. Also there came ambassadors from the
Emperor ofNew Rome, demanding that the city of Antioch
should be delivered up to him, to whom it was answered that
the Emperor had not, for his part, kept the covenant which he
had made, and that he could not in reason demand such
keeping from others.

Then the leders sent an embassy to the Sultan of
Egypt, if perchance he might be willing to give up the Holy
City without further strife, to whom the answer was made that
the pilgrims might enter the city, but to the number of two
hundred only, and these not beariagns. When the Duke
Godfrey heard this he cried aloud, "Tell your master that we
will go with as many thousands as we will, and bearing our
arms and with our banners duly ranged.” In these and other
things many days were spent to no purpose, and still the
common folk complained concerning the delay, and were
more and more urgent that the army should go forward. So at
the last it came to this that they affirmed that if their captains
made yet further delay, then they would choose leaders for
themselves, anddvance whether the others would or would
not. When the Earl of Toulouse heard these words he was not
a little moved, and he persuaded the captains, though much
against the will of certain of them, that they should fix a day
for the setting out. And the ddixed was the fifteenth from
that on which the council of the captains was held, being the
first day of the new year, as the years are reckoned in eastern
lands.

On this day, therefore, according to his promise made,
the Earl of Toulouse set forth, hag with him some ten
thousand men, of whom three hundred only were mounted on
horses. (The greater part of the host still tarried at Antioch.)
And now it seemed as if all the difficulties of the enterprise
were done with. The march was easy; there werensmies
within sight; and all the towns and villages which the army
passed on its way brought forth store of provisions and other
gifts.
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Two months after the setting forth of the Earl of Bibelim, and on the third to Beyrut. For the most phdse
Toulouse the remaining part of the army marched from journeyings were made in peace and quiet, but as they passed
Antioch, and ofthese there were twenfive thousand men, by Sidon the governor of the city issued forth from the gates
well armed all of them. with a great company of horsemen, and fell upon them, but
received more hurt than he gave. So they came, by sundry
stages whicht profits not to relate, to the city of Caesarea,
where they kept the feast that is called Pentecost. And it
should be noted that they had spent a full year, short by
eighteen days, since they had put the Sultan Kerboga to flight
before Antioch.

But now there befell a great trouble, for coming to a
certain town, Archis by name, they besieged it, and would
have taken it by storm but could not, but lost many men, to the
great griefand displeasure of the army. And now men began
to murmur about the spear that had been found in the church at
Antioch, saying that it was a false device that had been
contrived for the deceiving of the people. The chief of the From Casarea the host went by the road that all men
murmurers was one Arnold,paiest, who was in the company  who have dwelt in these parts know well to Jerusalem. And
of Duke Robert of Normandy, a learned man, but of an evil there came to meet it a company of Christian men from
life. Then the clerk that had told the matter of the vision to the Bethlehem, who were ready to do all service that they could,
chiefs came forward and said, "l am ill content to lie under this delivering their town into the handg$ the chiefs, and giving
accusation. Let me now have thaltrof fire; so shall it be such other help as might be needed. And many of the host
known whether | am a true man or no." A great fire, therefore, went to see the Church of Bethlehem; for this is built in the
was made, and the said clerk passed through it, holding the place of the stable wherein the Lord Christ was born. And
spear in his hand. And when he came forth on the farther side, when they had seen this then they were for going on to
he seemed as if he had suffered no humeaG was the Jerusalem. By this time it was night; but they were hardly
rejoicing, and the people made much ado with him, kissing his content to abide the day. And as soon as ever it was dawn then
hands, and doing him honour in many ways. But it fell out that they hastened on the way to Jerusalem, not thinking of aught
some two days after the man died; some said that the fire had but that they had now come to the end of their pilgrimage.

indeed done him hurt, though not to outward appeardnde; There were may who did not so much as stay to take their
others affirmed that he had suffered hurt from the crowding of arms, so eager were they. Nevertheless, certain knights and
the people. And so the matter was left in doubt. menat-arms went with them, who should be as a guard if the

Turks should chance to issue forth against them. And when
they came within sight of the waland towers of the city, then
they took off the shoes from their feet and lifted up their hands
to heaven. There were but few out of the many that had set
forth, and these spent with travel and suffering, but all things
were forgotten. Never did | seecampany of men so carried
out of themselves with joy.

So the army, leaving Archis on one side, proceeded to
the region of the Three Cities, whose governor persuaded the
leaders of the host tedve the cities unhurt, giving them for a
price fifteen thousand pieces of gold. While the army tarried in
this country there came certain men from Mount Lebanon,
Christians by faith, to salute the chiefs. These men gave good
counsel about the way by whicthe host should go to
Jerusalem, saying that the way by the coast was easier, and
that it would be profitable to have the ships at hand. This
counsel they followed, and on the first day they came to
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helped by certain men that came from the town of Genoa, for

CHAPTER IX these were right skilful carpenters, and had hadchm
experience in the making of engines.
OF THE BESIEGING AND TAKING OFE When a month and certain days had passed, and all
things were ready for the assault, the bishops admonished the
JERUSALEM captains of the host that they should put aside all anger and

jealousy and quarrels that each had rgfathe other, and

The host without delay set themselves to the work of should pardon all offence received and acknowledge all
besieging the city, or maybe | should rather say assailing the offence given, for so, thus said they, it will be better for you,
same, for there was much lackitg a siege. It were long to whether it be God's will that you live or that you die. And this
tell all the matters wherein this lack consisted. Nor, indeed, they did, and all that were in the host confesbeidt tsins and
could they be comprehended of any save those who know how vowed amendment of life.
the city lies, of what kind are the walls, and what cliffs and
precipices and the like there are whichveefor a defence
beyond all walls. Let it suffice, therefore, to say that-bak
of the city was not besieged. On the fifth day after the host
was set in array there was made an assault, and that with so
much hardihood that the town was weigh taken;and it was
afterwards said, and this by some who were of high place
among the Turks, that if the assault had endured but the space
of two hours more the enemy would have given place, so
astonished and dismayed were they at the fierceness and
valour of theChristians. But the captains, seeing that the city
was not taken at the first charge, and that many were slain
sounded a retreat. After this they held a council, at which it
was determined to make engines for the beating down of the
walls; and when theyad found such trees as were fit for this
purpose, and this was no easy thing, they applied themselves
to the work with much diligence. There was not a man, though
ever so rich and noble, but set his hand to the labour. Also, the
wealthy men paid wages tbe country people round about
that the matter might be more speedily brought to an end. The
Turks, on the other hand, applied themselves diligently to the
making of engines and such other things as might serve for the
defending of the walls; and they hddstadvantage, that there
was a better store of timber, and that tried and seasoned,
within the town than without. But the besiegers were greatly

This done, and when the captains had changed their
plans, leaving one part of the city for another, to the great
perplexity of the Turks, at dawn of day the assault was made.
And in this all helped, even the old mand the women and
the children, for they carried stones and missiles and other
weapons of war which the strong men might use. But at the
first it seemed as if little could be done, for there was a deep
ditch between the walls and the besiegers, and ththege
last threw darts and stones and such like things without
ceasing, they harmed the Turks but little, and suffered
themselves not less but rather more. So all that day the
' besiegers and the besieged fought, with but little advantage to
one side or thether, save that they who defend themselves,
having shelter, suffer less than they who attack. And when the
night fell then there was of necessity a pause in the fighting,
and the besiegers went back to their tents for food and rest.
But they left many menvell armed, who had charge to keep
the engines. The Turks also left guards at all places in the wall
where there was a likelihood of attack. They were not a little
troubled in mind, because they feared enemies from within the
city as well as enemies fromwithout. There were many
Christian men dwelling in the city, and these bore no goodwill
to the Turks. | take it that there was little sleep that night in the
camp of the Christians. | myself wandered to and fro, and
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heard the men as they talked in theimt$eor by the fires. As for the manner in which the city was taken | cannot
There was no boastful speech such as one is wont to hear atspeak exactly, but this | may say, that | nelvave seen men
such times. Men talked of what they had left undone rather bear themselves more bravely. Aye, and | must needs make
than of what they had done. They seemed to me like to men mention of the women also, who, though they were not able to

who would perish rather than fail in the thing on whichyth bear arms, yet went through the host carrying pots of water,
had set their hearts. | knew not indeed how the city would be wherewith they refreshed those who were ready to faint for
taken, but that it would be taken | did not doubt. thirst. And some of the women also and of the followers of the

camp, men that sold food and drink, and did service with the
horses and other like manners, brought up faggots of wood and
such like matter, so that the soldiers in a very brief time were
able tofill up a part of the ditch and to come close upon the
walls. And now there was done, by the counsel of Duke
Godfrey, a thing which more than any other served towards
the taking of the city. The Turks had set upon the walls great
bags of cotton and of hay the end that the force of the
stones cast by the engines might be spent upon them, and the
walls therefore suffer the less damage. Then the duke cried
aloud that he would give five gold pieces to any man who,
climbing the walls, should set fire to thestton and hay. And

this was very shortly done; and then straightway rose up such
flame and smoke that the Turks could no longer stand upon the
wall, for the wind, it should be said, blowing towards the
town, carried it into their faces and sorely discioedf them.

So they left defending the walls, and descended into the town
with the purpose of defending the streets.

So the next day, so soon as it was light, there was a
renewing of the assault. And now there befell two things, both
very strange, the onef which | saw with my own eyes, the
other was affirmed to me by credible witnesses. First, the
Turks set upon one of the towers that are upon the wall three
women clothed in white garments. These stood in the sight of
all, and lifting up their voices chead certain words, which |,
having some knowledge of the tongue in which they spake,
knew to be a curse on the Christian works and ways, and
especially on the engines of siege. At the first the Christians
stood not a little astonished at the sight, bugradt while one
that had the charge of a great catapult took aim at the women,
and, though the place whereon they stood seemed to be
beyond the cast of a stone, he struck the very top of the tower,
and it fell with a great ruin to the ground. The seconddeot
will now relate. And this, as | have said, | saw not with my
own eyes, but | heard it from many that affirmed themselves to
have so seen it. In the very heat of the battle, when the
besiegers had spent their first strength and were now growing Thus did the Christians enter the City of Jerusalem.
somewlat weary, and were losing heart, there appeared on the And the first that entered was the Duke Godfrey; after him
top of the hill which is called the Mount of Olives the figure of came Duke Robert of Normaydand, after him again the Earl
a knight, clad in shining armour, very bright to look upon. And of Flanders and Tancred. When this was done, Duke Godfrey
he held in his hand a shield, as it seemed, of gold, which he sent some who should open the gates of the city, so that all
shook. Al when the besiegers saw it they were greatly might come in without let or hindrance. And this was done on
encouraged; and after tBiso they that told me of this thing Friday, the fifteenth day of July. And thélyat are curious in
affrmedd there was no falling back. | would not deny that such matters, noted that the hour at which the gates were
these spake truly because | myself saw it not. It was a sign, | openedd being the manifest sign that the city was indeed
hold, for the fighters, ahfor the fighters only. As for me, | did taker® was noon, at which time the Lord Christ was crucified;
according to my usual custom, following the army, and giving also that the whole time of the siege was forty days.
such help as it was in me to give to the wounded.
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Of that which was done in the city after it was thus their arms and armour and went to the holy places, and chief
taken | must needs write, but | do it with no little shame. That of all to the Holy Sepulchre. With many tears they went,
the Christians had suffered much from the hands of the Turks, though they wept for joy rather than for grief. Nor would |
not only in the spoiling of their goods but in their persons and deny that they had true joy in their hearts, aye, and some
lives, is mostcertain. Many such things | have seen with my  sorrow fa their sins. It was, indeed, a great day, and there was
own eyes. But for such deeds as were wrought that day, who scarce a man but was carried out of himself. 'Twas out of this
can make excuse? And first it should be said that of the exaltation of spirit, | doubt not, that there was spread abroad
fighting men there scarcely escaped a single one, and the causeamong the people a marvellous report to this effect; that many
was this. While the Duke Godfy assaulted the city on the one  soldiersand pilgrims, that had perished on the way in battle or
side, the Earl of Toulouse assaulted it on the other; and he alsoby disease, appeared unto their comrades in the streets of the
won his way within. The Turks, therefore, that fled from the Holy City. How this may have been | know not. None such
duke fell into the hands of the earl, and were slaughtered appeared unto me, but then it was not to be looked for that
without mercy. But of this slaying ahe men of war | say not they should. But théeemper of men's minds was such in those
much; 'tis ever done in the heat of battle; they that spare the days that there was nothing, however marvellous, that might
vanquished do it for the sake of gain, hoping to have ransom. | not readily be believed.
do not doubt that the Turks had done the same in the like case.

But the slaying of the women and chidd was a most terrible
deed. Nor was it done in the heat of battle only; for after the

victory was assured them the soldiers searched the houses, an

any that they found therein they brought them forth and slew
them in the streets. "Twas an awful sigmii &he channels ran
with blood.

CHAPTER X

How DUKE GODFREY WAS CHOSEN KING,
AND OF HIS END

The first care of the leaders of the host was to make the
city sure, setting a watch that the gates should be duly kept.
For though all the Turks within the cityall been slain, there
were yet many without, and the Christians were alone in the
land, with enemies on every side of them. This done, when
also they had taken a little rest and food, of which things they
had, as may easily be believed, no small need, péwside
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Provision having been made for the safe keeping of the

city, the next care was that it should be defended from a

anger that was ame to be dreaded than any force or

tratagem of the enemy, to wit, pestilence. So the pilgrims
gathered together out of the streets and the houses and out of
the Temple, for here there had been a very great slaughter, all
the dead bodies; these they bdrie pits without the walls.
Also they cleansed the churches, and set all things in the city
in order.

On the eighth day after the taking of the city the nobles
met together for the choosing of a king. They inquired with no
small pains into the life andooversation of all those that
seemed to be likeliest for this honour, calling as witnesses
them who seemed the best able to speak, to whom also they
gave a pledge of safety that their trtiling should not turn
to their hurt. What they heard about othérknow not, and,
indeed, all that had part or lot in this inquiry were bound under
oath to secrecy; but it was credibly reported that no fault of
life and manners was alleged against Duke Godfrey, save only
that he was over fond of churgoing, practigig this to the
neglect of other business, and also that he spent more of his
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substance than was convenient on the adorning of the churches

wherein he was wont to worship.

DUKE GODFREY AND THE LEADERS OF THE HOSTIN THE CHURCH OF
THE HOLY SEPULCHRE
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That he was a skilful maatarms and a wise
counsellor all knew, for they had seen it by proofs without
number, nor did they forget that when he was absent the
affairs of the army seemed to languish, and that they revived
when he was present. Some, indeed, favoured the Earl of
Toulouse; but they were not earnest for him. So, without more
delay than of a few hours or so, Duke Godfrey was chosen
king, to the great dight of the common folk, and, | do
believe, of the captains also. It may be some of them desired to
have the dignity for themselves, but there was scarce one of
them but would have put this same duke in the second place.
And as in mind and temper, so iroloand to the eyes of men
he was right worthy of his place, for he was of a stately
presence and strong beyond that which is common among
men. | myself saw him in a certain battle cleave a Turk in
twain from the crown of his head to his saddle. Many tales
were told of his strength and courage; many also of his liberal
soul. One of these | will relate even as it was related to me, by
one that had followed him from his native country.

A certain noble of that same land sued the Duke
Godfrey at law before themperor, claiming for himself a
great portion of the land which had come to the duke by
inheritance. The pleading of this suit took a long time, and the
witnesses that were called did not agree, some affirming one
thing on oath and others another; also ld&yers differed
from each other. At last the emperor, being greatly wearied of
the matter, said, "Let this suit be judged by wager of battle.”
And the two willingly agreed, for both were great warriors,
and had never been vanquished by any man. So,centain
day, when the lists had been set, and the emperor himself sat
to see the trial, the two fought together. After a while, when
many blows had been given and received, the duke smote his
adversary so hard a stroke that his sword was broken in pieces,
there remaining in his hand no more than a single foot of the
blade together with the hilt. When they that looked on saw this
thing, they would have had the emperor stay the fight. To them
the emperor gladly consented, having a right good opinion of
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the two, and being loath that either should suffer hurt. But the to make an expedition beyond Jordan into the of Arabia. And
duke would have no peace. "Hinder me not,"” he cried, "this is this he did by reason of his poverty, for there came no revenue
my sword; so long as | am content with it, no man may stay to him, so that he could not pay his soldiers, nor yet ¢iemt

me from using it." Now the adversary, having his sword victual. In Arabia he gathered and a hire great spoil of gold

whole, made no doulitut that he could easily overpower the and silver, and of kine and sheep. Also, some of the princes of
duke, and so, maybe, bore himself less heedfully than was the land gave him many gifts. | have heard it said that one of
fitting. Certain it is that the duke took him unawares, and dealt these princes came into the camp and being hospitably
him so mighty a blow with the pommel of his sword on the left receivedmade bold to ask the king to show him some token of

temple of his head that he fébm his horse and lay as a dead  his strength, "for,” said he, "it has been told to me that there is
man on the ground, moving neither hand nor foot. When the no man in the world that can strike so heavy a blow." "Nay,"

duke saw this, he lighted down from his horse and took the said the king, "that may hardly be true. | doubt not that there
sword out of his adversary's hand. Then he stood before the are many bier than I. Nevertheless as King David by the help

emperor, having the sword in his hand, and,sa&Now, my
lord, I am willing to have peace; furthermore, | grant all that
this my cousin has sued for," for the man was near of kin to
him. "This | would not do of constraint; but now, having
cleared my honour, | fully grant it. And, indeed, it pleases
well that | may have my kinsman alive though it be by the loss
of my land.”

When the duke was made king, the chiefs and nobles

of his God could break bow of steel and leap over a wall, so
can | strike a blow." Thereupon he took out his sword, and
with a single stroke shore off the head of a camel that stood

by.

After this the pince could not make enough of the
king, sending him gifts of gold and jewels and victual without
end. But it was an ill journey for him and for his people, for as
he was on his way returning to Jerusalem he fell sick of a fever

would have had him crowned, as is the custom of such as are of which after not many day$e died. And yet when 'tis said

advanced to this dignity or succeed to it by inheritance. But he that he died of the fever this is but half the truth. For he was

would have none of such honours. "Nay," said he, "in this worn out both by great troubles of mind and by many ailments

Holy City where our Saviour Christ was content to wear a of body, for he was wont to spare neither the one nor the other,
crown of thorns | will not wear a crown of gold.”" So humble so that he did his whole dutpth to God and to man. | do not

of heart was he. To this it agrees that when the messengers ofdoubt that if it had been possible for him to go back to his

a certain king camn to him bearing gifts, they found him in home so soon as the city was taken he might have lived even
plain garb, sitting on the ground, and could scarce believe that to old age, for he was scarce fifty years when he died. But God

this was the King of Jerusalem, save that they saw how mighty would have it otherwise, constraining if | may so say, to

he was to look upon and of how majestic a countenance.
There is no need to tell of ale labours and trouble

that came upon Duke Godfrey after that he was thus made

king. Truly he also had a crown of thorns, for he had no rest
for body or soul so long as he held the kingdom. But this
holding was for a very short space. After he had dedivé¢he

city, not once or twice only, from great dangers, he was moved
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take the kingdom of Jerusalem, than which there was not, | do
verily believe, a more uneasy place in the whole world. This
kingdom he held for a year less by four days. They buried him
with much lamentation and mourning, not of tGéristians
only but of all that dwelt in the city, whether Jews or
Mahomedans. And the place which they chose for his grave
was the Mount Calvary.
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CHAPTER XI

OF THE KINGDOM IN JERUSALEM

be that he had more prudence in worldly affaiestain it is

that the affairs of the kingdom prospered greatly in his hands.
He held his place for some eighteen years, and died in the land
of Egypt, whither he had gone with as great an army as he
could bring together, for he judged, and not without aras
that if he could conquer Egypt, from which his adversaries

That the King's throne in Jerusalem was not a seat to be drew the greater part of their revenue, he need have no further

desired | lave said already. Nevertheless when it became
empty by the death of the Duke Godfrey, there was no little

fear for his kingdom. Of the time that followed there is no
need for me to write particularly. | myself dwelt in Egypt,

contention about it. The said duke was childless, and the next whither had gone with King Baldwin, nor was it in my mind

of kin to him was his brother Baldwin, prince of the city of
Edessa; but there were sermf the chief men of the Christians
who were but ill content that he should have this honour. And
foremost among these were certain of the chief priests or
bishops. These men are commonly not content with authority
in spiritual things, but would fain hawbe power in temporal
things also. So it was that when the Duke Godfrey was made
king he had granted to the chief bishop, whom men also
named Patriarch, certain portions of the city, to wit, the
Sepulchre itself, and the tower that is called the Tower of
David, and with these the whole town of Jaffa. Also it was

covenanted between these two, the duke being a humble mail

and holding the bishops in great reverence, that if the said

duke should die childless, then the Patriarch should have Jaffa

and the wholeity of Jerusalem to deal with as it should please
him.

But when this became known the princes took it so ill,
that the Patriarch thought it the most prudent part not to claim

to return to Jerusalem, where there was much that it troubled
me much to see. | have dwelt in the city or near to it for many
years, and have seen it under many rulers; but never have
known it in more evikcase than it was after it had become the
possession of the Christians. And this | say of my own
experience, and also from report of those who, to the best of
my belief, spake truly. When things were at the worst, and this
was after the time of which | havwritten above, | was
elsewhere; but there were many of my acquaintances who
could speak concerning these things of their own knowledge.

It will suffice then to say that there reigned in
Jerusalem, after the brothers Godfrey and Baldwin, of whom |
have gpoken above, six kings. Of their doings whether for
good or evil | speak not. Let this only be said, that their
dominion grew weaker and weaker from year to year. Yet
there were among them men both of courage and good
counsel. But it passed all human skillkeep such a kingdom
in prosperity. It was, indeed, as if a man should cut off a

all these things, but to be content with those that he had. So the pranch from a tree and with great pains and labour plant it in

choice of &ing who should come after Duke Godfrey came to
the nobles. Some of these were for choosing Bohemond,
Prince of Antioch; others favoured the Earl of Toulouse, but
the greater part were zealous for Baldwin. And these latter
prevailed. Now the doings of Bbkin in time past had pleased
his comrades but little. He was, as it seemed, asseker.
Nevertheless, when he was promoted to the kingdom of
Jerusalem, he bore himself most wisely and dutifully. It may
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the ground. Such a branch must needs fade for all that may be
done to make it to flourish.

Yet there was notvanting help from the kingdoms of
the West. The Holy City being now in the hands of Christian
princes, the multitude of pilgrims greatly increased; and these
brought with them not a little gold and silver. Some indeed
were little else than beggars, whadha be fed by the public

Distributed by Heritage History 2012



charity, aye, and buried at the public cost. But there were also "See, there is Damascus, than which therenasfairer or

men of high degree and not a few noble ladies also, and wealthier city in the world. Why do you suffer it to be in the
wealthy merchants who dispensed their bounty and offerings power of the infidels?" When they heard this they were ready
with an open hand. The citizens had scarcely hhaddto eat to make war on Damascus, thinking to gain not glory only but
but for these pilgrims; for of trade there was none, save in also wealth, for they had spent on their expedition all they
stocks and stones which were held to be blessed, as cominghad, aye and more also. And when they asked consent of King
from a holy place, and no tilling of the ground, nor any other Baldwin he did not hinder them, for he would gladly have
of the things out of which come the increase and nurture of a them away from Jerusalem, and knew also that if Damascus
state. And not only did the wealth of the kingdom grow less, should be taken from the Turks, it would turn greatly to his
save as it was so replenished, but the men also. For of the menown profit. Nor did he give his counsel only but his help also.

of war that came with Duke Godfrey and his companions
some went back to their native countries, and they that stayed
grew old andn the course of nature died, nor were there any,
save by chance from among the pilgrims of the meaner sort, to
take their place. So the decay of the kingdom was great.

But the matter prospered not. At the first, indeed, all
things seemed to go well, for the Turks could not abide the
onset of the Christians in the field, but fled before them in
great confusion. 'Twas time in truth by one that was present
on that day that had the Christains but followed up their

In the reign of Baldwin the Third, who was the fifth of  victory, they had made their way into the city of Damascus
the kings of Jerusalem, thesame from the West a great  along with their adversaries. But yet again they were kept back
army, | should rather say, two great armies, for the jealousy of from victory by their own divisionsral jealousies, for the
their leaders suffered them not to unite. Nor, indeed, is this thing with which they were chiefly concerned was not so
jealousy to be wondered at, for now the leaders were great much that the city should be taken, as that they might acquire
kings, who might well be jealous of whaetone might gain in for this nation or for that the greater share of the honour and
honour or power; and great was the trouble that arose the profit. So when the army had lain before thalsvsome
therefrom. For first the Emperor Conrad marching, as Duke four months, and had lost many not so much by the chances of
Godfrey and his comrades had done before him, across the war as by want of food and disease, they left off besieging the
Lesser Asia, when he came to a river that is called Maeander, city and returned to Jerusalem. After this the emperor and the
was encountered by the Sultan of the Turks. He prevailed, king went back to their own houses, having spent mang live
indeed, in the battle, but with so great loss to his army that he of men and much treasure to no purpose. And now | must tell
was fain to turn back. Nor did King Louis fare better, going of the taking of the Holy City by the Turks, which befell
well-nigh the same way and meeting with the like trouble. ninety years short of three, after the death of King Godfrey.
Being a hasty antnpatient prince, he separated himself with
his own knights from his army, and the Turks fell upon him
unawares so that he barely escaped alive. After this these two
with such soldiers as were yet left to them, having hired ships
from the Greeks, came tthe land of Palestine and so to
Jerusalem. And being there they knew not what they might
best do. Then some one, but who it was | know not, neither
can | say whether it was in good faith or no, said to the two,
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much frequented by travellers and traders. These he would rob
CHAPTER XIlI without scruple, some of them whom he spoiled being on their
way to the Caliph Saladin with gifts or tribute. This Reginald,
though in truth he obeyed no man, nor cared for anything save
HOW SALADIN TOOK JERUSALEM his own gain, professed to be subject to the King of Jerusalem,
who in those days was a certain Guy. Saladin therefore sent to
He that will journey through thiand of Mesopotamia the king, saying, "This Reginald does me much wrong; there is
northward or ever he come to the river Tigris, must cross peace between you and me; nevertheless he being your
certain mountains wherein dwells a people that men call subject, makes waupon me, my people, and my allies." But
Koords. These men are great warriors, and by reason of their King Guy, having neither the will nor the power to deal with
poverty, for their land is barren, are wont to hire themselve the said Reginald, sent away the ambassadors of the Caliph
out to fight for others. Among this people there was born without redress. Thereupon Saladin, gathering together an
about the time of the setting up of the kingdom of Jerusalem a army of some fourscore thousand merarched into the land
certain Ayub, and Ayub had a son, Saladin by name. This of Palestine. First he laid siege to the city of Tiberias, the lord
Saladin became a notable person while | dwelt in Egypt, and, of which was one Raymond, Count of Tripoli. Now it was
indeed, he wasre greatly to be admired. It was said that in commonly said that this Raymond had a grudge against King
his youth he had followed evil courses. This | cannot affirm or  Guy, whose place and authority he coveted, anchihatade a
deny of my own knowledge. Let it suffice to say that in the covenant with Saladin by which he was to betray the king into
days of which | speak he was by common consent a man of his hands. This | know, that no man in those days, and for
singular virtue and temperandde was not one who cared to  years after, spoke the name of this Raymond without scorn,
clothe himself in purple and fine linen. His garments were of sjur, and curses. When the king heard that Saladin had
some coarse woollen stuff; nor did he wear any ornaments pesieged Tierias, he, being invited thereto by the said
save such as a soldier must needs have. He kept the hours ofRaymond, gathered all his army together and set forth. So
prayer which are ordered by his religion mdsigently, and much is beyond all doubt; as also that Raymond came thither
the hours of fasting also. If he was constrained on occasion, as with his army, as was fitting, seeing that he was lord of the
a soldier must be, to forego a customary fast, then he was wont city of Tiberias. But when iis affirmed that by the counsel of
to make amends at some convenient time. Also he would carry Raymond there was chosen a place for a camp where there
with him into battle the book of his religion whithey call was no water for the men, and that when the battle was set this
the Koran, and would read it when he could find opportunity. man fled with the intent of giving the victory to Saladin, |
This Saladin having done good service to the Caliph of Egypt neither assent nor deny.
(for so they call the chief ruler), became his chief minister, and
in course of time, the said Caliph being wholly given to
pleasure, by consent both of the armies and of the people,
became himself Caliph.

This | know, hat there was a great battle, and that King
Guy and Count Raymond fled before the face of Saladin, and
that there was a great slaughter of Christians, even to the
number of thirty thousand. King Guy was taken prisoner, and

There was a certain Reginald, a knight, or | should with him also that Reginald whoas the first cause of the war.
rather call him a robber, who, having gathered a company of |t was said that when these two were taken into the tent of
men likeminded as himself, built himself a fort hard byoad Saladin the king, being faint with thirst, fell into a swoon.
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Thereupon the Caliph caused to be given him a bowl of drink an open hand. So the city of Jerusalem was taken again out of
that had been cooled with snow. "Kings,"idséhe, "are the hands of the Christians.
anointed of God, and no man may lawfully do them wrong."

Then turning to the knight Reginald he said, "Thou art a

robber, and mightest well be put to death without further

speech. Nevertheless, as Allah is merciful, so will I myself

show mercySay then, 'There is one God, and Mahomet is His

prophet,” and thou shalt live." But this Reginald was not one

who would stoop to such a thing, albeit he was a robber.

"Nay," he made answer, "l will not buy my life at such a price.

There is one God, and sles Christ is His Son, but this

Mahomet is the father of lies." Thereupon Saladin smote the

man on the head with his sword, and the guards dragged him

from the tent and slew him. As for King Guy, he was

honourably treated, and before many days ransomed for

price.

After this Saladin laid siege to Jerusalem, and because
the city was welhigh without an army, for this had for the
most part perished or been taken with the king, and there was
no one who had command, but the chiefs were, after their
custom, dvided against each other, he took it with but little
difficulty. Nevertheless Saladin chose rather to possess
himself of the city by agreement than by force of arms,
knowing that there were those within the walls whom, if they
were driven to despair, itauld cost him much to overcome.
So, though at the first he had affirmed that as the Christians
had shed much blood, so should their blood be shed, he
afterwards relented. In the end it was agreed that such as were
native born, whether they were Christiarsno, might remain
in the city and live in peace, but they who had come thither
from foreign lands should depart within forty days, and the
Caliph gave his word that they should suffer no harm on their
journey. Also, it was covenanted that for each masukhbe
paid ten pieces of gold, and for each woman five pieces, and
for each child one; and that such as could not so purchase their
freedom should be slaves for ever. But of these conditions he
relaxed not a little, for he was ever a man of a liberaitlzew

Original Copyright 1905 bylfred J. Church 37 Distributed by Heritage History 2012



friends'd for so did he make an end to his spéetbhe ready

to guard with your swords that which ye won with the sdine.
will, 1 know, be no child's play, yet, so that you be equal to
yourselves, things, | doubt not, will go well with you."

CHAPTER XIII

OF WHAT BEFELLAFTER THE TAKING OF

And so it fell out. There was much anger and-self
JERUSALEM

reproach among the nations of the West when it was known
that the city of Jerusate had been taken. The first of the kings
When Saladin had taken Jerusalem, he thought to have and princes that took action in the matter was Frederick the
driven all the Latins out of the land of Psti@e. But it was not Emperor of Germany, a famous prince whom men commonly
so to be. First he besieged the city of Tyre, but in this called "RedBeard." When news came to the Caliph that King
enterprise he fared but ill. It was a strong place by nature, Frederick had landed with a great armynwén on the coast of
being on an island which is not easily approached; also it had the Lesser Asia, he clapped his hands in manifest joy, not a
been fortified with much skill, and there were mangn of little to the wonder of them that stood round. "Yes," said he
war in the town who had come thither from Jerusalem and for though no one dared to speak, he knew what was in their
elsewhere; and after not many days there came from the Westmindsd "he is a great warrior, yet | fear him notisTot with
one Conrad, a skilful commander. First of all there perished in him that we shall cross swords, at the least here in Egypt, or
the harbour five ships of the Turks with all the crews; also even in the land of Palestine. Listen, now, and | will set forth
many wee slain, having been taken unawares by a sally from the whole matter. | saw this man some forty years since, when
the town. At this time the siegengines were burnt with fire. | was a boy of ten years of age, and followed my fativéo,
Thereupon Saladin left besieging Tyre, and made his way with indeed, had no home save in the camp. He was in the army of
all the speed that he could to Damascus. his father Conrad the Emperor, nor was there a braver knight
That the Caliph, being a man of prode and in the host than he, nor one more skilled in arms, nor of a

foresight, looked for much trouble and many wars to follow nobler presence. He had then, | take it, some-doaitwenty

after the taking of Jerusalem is most certainly true. So much | Y&arsof age, and from that time to this he has been a man of
heard from one who followed my own craft of healing, and war. And yet | fear him not. Think you that he will win his

was in attendance upon him. When he had departed from Tyre
and was ome to Damascus, he called his principal captains to
a banquet, and spoke to them some such words as follow:
"Mind you, my friends, we have not done with these
Christians. While the Christian kingdom in Jerusalem still
stood," said he, "it was no man's imgss to give it help,
however great soever might be its peril. One king or prince
would wait for another, nor could any one be blamed for delay
while all were alike in fault; for of whom could it be said that
he should be the first to move? But, now ttiet kingdom has
fallen, all hearts will be moved, and he that shall hold back
will earn for himself discredit and reproach. Therefore, my
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way hither through the Lesser Asia? | tell you that | myself,
with you for counsellors and helpers, and never had Caliph
better, and with lathe hosts that | might gather together, could
not do it; no, not though the nations of the land for the most
part own me for their sovereign lord. Such deserts are there,
such mountains, and tribes so fierce that it is a thing not to be
done by mortal mn. It was accomplished, 'tis true, some
fourscore and ten years since by those that followed the great
Godfrey; but Godfrey took the tribes unawares; and he, too, of
every hundred men that he numbered at the beginning of his
march could scarce number @szat the end.”
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And in this the Caliph spake truly; for there came, not

The army of the Emperor "Regeard" had come back to the

Jerusalem, would fain have also taken the city of Tyre, but
many days after, tidings that things had fallen out as he said. could not. So when he left besieging of it and had departed to
Damascus, the Marquis Conrad, who was Lord of Tyre,

coast having accomplished nothing. It had marched, indeed, gathering together as great an army as he éoaidl there

same three hundred miles through the Lesser Asia so far as a were yetmany Christians in Palestine, for all that the chief
certain city, Conieh by name, which the Greeks were wont to cities had fallen into the Sultan's ha@dsid siege to the city
call Iconium, where there was fought a great battle. In this, of Acre, for so they now commonly called that which in

indeed, the emperor was conqueror, as he had been in othersformer days bore the name of Ptolemais.

also; but his amy was sorely wasted with hunger and thirst
and disease. Nor could it march so much as a mile in peace;
there was never a river to be crossed, or a pass among the
mountains to be traversed, but the enemy were there. And if
ever a man fell out on the marcbr strayed so much as a
furlong from the way, he was slain. As for the emperor
himself, he was drowned in seeking to ford a certain river
among the mountains, and of his army scarcely more than five
thousand reached the coast.

But there was another enpeise on foot which Saladin
held to be by far more formidable. This was the joint
undertaking of the French king Philip and the English king
Richard, with whom were leagued many other princes of less
estate and name. And these were to come by sea, dbdkat
would come with strength undiminished, save, indeed, so far
as they might encounter the perils of the sea. But these perils
may be, if not wholly avoided, yet much diminished by
caution and the waiting for proper seasons.

Of this enterprise the Salt Saladin by no means made
light. Doubtless he counted somewhat on the jealousy and
mutual illwill that he knew to be between the two kings; for
he was marvellously well informed by them that served him
concerning the affairs of his adversaries; but s persuaded
in his mind that he would have to contend with enemies so
many and so powerful that it would require all the strength that
he had to resist them.

And now that | may make my story the clearer, | will
go back somewhat. | have said that Salatiiaving taken
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own snows and frosdsand of a most charitable temper. Such a
CHAPTER XIV crowd of mourners as followed his body to the grave | never
saw, nor ever any that more truly giéel. He was wont, they
told me, to feed day by day two hundred and more of the poorer
OF THE SIEGE OF ACRE sort, and that they might not suffer by his death he left a
thousand pieces of gold to be divided among such in the camp
| had hard that the army at Acre was suffering as had the greatest need. That same day theee fiftgrother
grievously from fever, and | took with me as great a stock as Idead men carried forth. Nor was the tale less on the days that
was able to carry of a certain herb which | have found to befollowed, save it may be for a few that were healed by the
most salutary for ailments of this kind. Twas a most pitiful sight medicine that | brought; but what could | do with my small
this same camp, and thgh | found my merchandise most stock among so many?
profitable, selling the medicine for a noble sum of gold, it cut

: As for the siege, there was much fiefighting on both
me to the heart to behold such suffering. There was scarcely a. . :
tent in which there lay not some sick mgn. Of physicians the¥es'de5' The army of the Christians, for all that many died of the

was but a scanty supply, and taesit little expert, as | judged, pestilence and not a few by the sword, was not diminished but

in their craft. For the most part they knew no remedy but therath(':'r increased, so many neamers flocked into the camp

letting of blood; and indeed medicines were hard to come by atda'ly' Some were carried thither in ships, and swame on

such a time and place. There was no public store of them, for.fOOt’ and these latter | noticed to be in a far worse plight. Some,

men, when they prepare themselv@sdarrying on war in some indeed, were of small account, vagabonds and men of ill repute,
foreii;n land, take no account of the chance, or | should ratherWho having squandered their substance and lost their good name

say the certainty, of sickness. Provision of weapons andat home, came to repair their fortune and reputatdthers

machines of war, of clothing, of food and of wine they make, were stout memtarms, as good soldiers as any man could
but of remedies none: and yet they that pedBlsickness are desire to see. Nor would | deny that they had, over and above

more, verily | believe many times more, than they that are slainthat love of bgttle that is n the hearts qf all who can wield a
by the sword or die of their wounds. sword, a certain honest desire to do service to God. They] such

mean as were not mere robbers and ruffians, did greatly desire
The commoner sort, then, of the soldiers were left to to win again the Holy City. Again and again | noticed that the
perish or to recover of their disease as might fall out. | know notvery name of Jerusalem did touch them in a most uncommon
whether they feed worse than their betters, who were cared for way. When news came into the camp that seemed to touch this
by these unskillful and Hprovided leeches. 'Tis most certain, if matter, tke recovering of the city, it manifestly moved all hearts.
one has regard to the number of each, that the princes of theor all this, there was never an army in this world, so far as my
army suffered no less than the commoners. On the very day oknowledge goes, so 4ibehaved, and so unlike to all that it
my coming into lhe camp, one of the chiefest among them was should of right have been. And | doubted much from the first
carried to his burial. This was an Englishman, Baldwin by whether tiese men, being what they were, would accomplish
name, an archbishop of Canterbury, if | have the name rightlytheir great undertaking. For if the common men were unequal to
written. He was a good man, temperate in his habit d¥ ffte their task, much more were their leaders. The princes were not
the most part these Northerseare over fond of wine, which  less drunken and debauched than the baser sort, aye and more so
they use as freely in the heats of these regions as amidst thels having greateneans at their command, and in respect of the
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enterprise on which they were engaged they were not so-single At Messina the pilgrim found a ship bound for this port of
hearted. For the Holy City, so far as could be seen, they caredicre with a cargo of food and wiéescarce a day passes but
not one doit or stiver, save so far as some of the highest ranlsome such ship put into therbau® and took passage therein.
coveted the crown. df the rest, some few excepted whom a For he had heard, he said, that the king had much to do before he
man might count on the fingers of one hand, they were jealousgcould take up with a single mind the chief business that he had in
guarrelsome, seleeking. | verily believe that had there been hand, that is the recovering of the Holy City. He had a quarrel
one whom the rest had been content to follow, the Christianagainst the king of Sicilin the matter of his own sister, who had
army had not lain before the igof the city for nigh upon two  once been aforetime queen of that island. Also he was to wait till
years, to their great present damage, and to the future overthrowis own promised wife should come, and there were other matters
of the whole enterprise. also to be settled. ™Tis my judgment,” said the pilgrim in my
hearing, "that King Rhard will not come hither for six months
and more." When | heard this | determined in my own mind that |
would leave the camp forthwith, and come again about the time
when the king might be looked for. | had certain affairs of my
own to settle, and themwas also this profitable business of the
remedy against fever of which | have written about. Of this |
could get no fresh store before the springtime. It is not even to be
Jound when the ground is parched by the heats of summer, nor,
Indeed, could | havhad the good luck of lighting upon it, would
there be much virtue in the withered leaves.

As | was about to depart from the camp, having disposed
of all my wares, and being minded to return with another store, |
saw a pgrim that was newly arrived. He was from Europe,
which country he had left some two months before, and he
brought therefrom news of no little moment, nothing less, to put
the matter shortly, than that the English king was on his way to
the war. He had joueyed in the same ship with the king from a
certain harbour in the land of France, Massilia by name, and ha
been in his company for six weeks and more. It was, he said
very slow and tedious travelling, for the ships, of which there
were nigh upon six sce, delayed at every harbour on the way, | departed therefore from the camp, after a sojourn of
adding to their number, and taking up fresh stores. And if theresome two months therein; and, indeed, | was well pleased to go.
was any threatening of tempest, then they would stay in shelterOf camps | have seen not a few in the coufseypwanderings,

a thing not to be wondered at, seeing that they were very heavilyput never one so ill ordered and ill provided as this. Of order and
laden with treas@d the king, 'twas said, had weligh stripped discipline there was, | may say, almost none at all. Here the
his country of all the gold and silver therein. So it fell out that English king would find much to do, being, as the pilgrim told
some forty days were spent before the fleet came to the harboume, very sternly set against all disorder ammlence among his
of Messina in the island of Sicily. Between these two, Massilia soldiers. A peaceable man might scarcely go ten paces without
to wit and Mesina, there lie some seven hundred miles of sea,some insolence or affront. For myself 1 had no cause of
which a ship may traverse in ten days or less, if the mastercomplaint. Some, whom | had cured of their ailment, were
thereof be bold enough to leave skirting the coast. | myself grateful to me, and others feared me as having the skill lighwh
having been a seafaring man in past time, remember to havé might do them a mischief. Nevertheless | found it an ill place
sailed in a swift ship, ith a following wind, from Alexandriato  for a sojourn. No one could eat or drink save at a great cost, and it
Tarsus, a journey five hundred miles or thereabouts, in twowas plain to me that if | tarried long all my gains would be spent.
days. Accordingly, the summer being now wholly spend &me autumn
somewhat advanced, at the end of the month which in Latin is
called October | departed from the camp.

Original Copyright 1905 bylfred J. Church 4] Distributed by Heritage History 2012



to anothed should be set up nearer to the walls of the city
than had been done before by any of the besiegers.sglimy
have seen the stones that were cast by the engines in the city
strike on the walls and fly over the roof.) Also, having brought
with him a store of such things as are used for the battering
and undermining of walls, he had caused these to be brought
up to the foremost lines of the besiegers. He would sometimes
see in his own person to the working of these machines, nor
concerning whom | have written above, had spoken for the can | deny that in doing he showed not only skill but also
coming of the King of England. But the King was still absent, courage. But when it was said by some of his followers and
though he had accomplished a great part of his journey, being others who werefchis party that, having made such a breach
then, as was reported, in the island of Chittim (which the in the walls that the city might easily have been taken, he was
Greels call Cyprus). Here also he had matters to conclude, and |oath that the English king should miss his share of the glory, |
these of no small moment, for he that called himself Emperor was not a little doubtful whether such spoke the truth. For he
of Cyprus had laid hands on the persons and goods of certainwas not one that vgawilling to run great risks, and that this
servants of the King. These had been shipwrecked on the coastwas a very great risk is manifest from the fact that in the end,
of the island,and, many of their comrades having been when the walls had been even more battered, the city was not
drowned, had with difficulty escaped to the land; but this taken by storm, nor indeed was such storm so much as
Isaac, for such was the name which he most unworthily bore, essayed. And again, he was inthra selfseeker, and not one
had taken from them such poor remains of goods and money of those who are willing to give up their own advantage or
as they had saved from the wreck, aradi ftast them into reputation for the sake of others. And of this there was, while

prison. 'Tis no wonder that the King, who is of a fiery the camp was yet waiting for the coming of King Richard, a
temped and, indeed, such a wrong would move a man of the most manifest proof. This | will now set dow

very mildest mood was inclined to punish this ewloer; no

man could blame him therefore. Nevertheless, all these things
keegp him back from doing the main errand on which he was
bent.

CHAPTER XV

M ORE CONCERNING THE SIEGE OF ACRE

| came back to the camp when the month of May was
half spent, this being the time of which thalgrims,

On the first day of the month of June there died in the
camp a prince of no little renown, Philip, Count of Flanders.
He had been sick. of the fever for some ten days and might
have been recovered of his ailment, as indeed he had been
some twelve month before, but for the meddling of his
physician. He had sent his bedgrvant to me for some of the
healing herb, of which | have already written, having found it
before to have most salutary properties, but was -over

But though the King of England yet tarried behind, his
chief ally, Philip, King of France, had come to the camp,
having arrived a month or so before. This King had put a new
heart into the besiegs. | liked not the man, thinking that he
had a crafty look, and was more like to a fox than to &lion persuaded against the taking of it I tsaid physician. This

King Richard commonly bears the name of "Lion Heart" man was obstinately set against all novelties, as indeed are
nevertheless, it must be confessed that he set to work upon thealmost all of his craft. He had been taught in his youth to use

business in hand with no litle c@age and vigour. He
commanded that his tent, or, | should rather say, his Bouse
'twas a building of wood that could be moved from one place

Original Copyright 1905 bylfred J. Church 47

certain remedies, and these he would apply without distinction
of youth or age, of diversity of temperameott of climate.
And he would also use, with a like prodigality and lack of
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discretion, the remedy of bleedihgf remedy it may be
called. This man did, as | was credibly informed by one that
attended in the sickoom, take from the said Count Philip
some welve ounces of blood when he was almost on the point
to die of weakness, the fever being spent. If it had been
possible to put blood into the sick man's veins, this had been
more likely to do him service. But enough of thisis an old
guarrel this betwaethose who slay their fellows according to
the rules of art and those, with whom | join myself, who would
keep them alive whether by following rules or by going
against them. I will now to the tale that | have to tell.

On the day after that on which tl®unt Philip died |
encountered the pilgrim of whom | have before written. "This
matter," said he, for we had been speaking of the Count, "is a
stroke of good fortune for King Philip." "How so?" answered
I; "truly the Count was a great warrior, and the dgimaving
lost so good a helper, is so much the weaker. Surely you
should have said baa' fortune rather than good." "So it would
seem," said the pilgrim, "and | wonder not at your thought. But
listen to me, for indeed | know this whole matter from the top
to the bottom, seeing that I come from this same land of
Flanders. 'Tis not a thing easy to be explained, but | will make

power as has the Caliph over his whole realm; but there are
other provinces of which he i®rd in name rather than in
truth. These have princes of their own, whom he cannot set up
or pull down of his own will. They do owe him a certain
respect, and pay him, it may be, a tribute; but these things
done, the said princes cannot be dispossesseninbyftone of
them dies, then his son succeeds him in due course, and the
King cannot say 'yea' or nay' in the matter. Now this province
of Flanders is of such a kind. King Philip is, in a way, the
overlord thereof, but he has no power over it. His lawsot

run therein; he cannot so much as cross its borders without
leave received."

"Tis a passing strange history,” said I, "and | know not
whether | wholly understand it. But tell me now, if these
things be so, why should the death of the Count beoasgy,

a stroke of good fortune for the King?" "Because," the pilgrim

made answer, "neither the King nor the lords are content with
what they have. The King ever seeks to make himself master
of these regions in fact and not in name only; the lord desires,
on the other hand, to have done with the King altogether and
to be free of observance and tribute. Nor are there any
occasions when the one or the other is more likely to have the

such shift as | can to make it plain. My lord the Caliph here fulfillment of his desire than when there is a passing of power
makes and unmakes the governors of his provinces at his by death. ¥sterday, when the breath was but barely out of
pleasure. He seis this man to a city or a region to rule it, and  Count Philip's body, the King sent his officers to put seals on
if he has or thinks that he has reason to call him away he does all his possessions.” "But is that," said I, "according to the
So. Is it not so?" law?" "I know not," answered the pilgrim, "but 'tis certain that
the King had a igat advantage in fact because of the count
dying in the camp. And now, mark me, King Philip will
henceforth have Flanders rather than Jerusalem in his
thoughts. If he can make that country his own it will be a great
gain, for it is a rich land, rich in énfruits of the earth and in
trade also; | know not more of the future than any other man,
but | am persuaded that the King of France will take the first
occasion that may come to his hand of leaving the war here
and hasting home, where he will busy hirhsgth this same
matter of Flanders."

"Yes, it is so," answered |, "though it may sometimes
come to pass that, if the governor be strong and the Caliph
weak, tle man will stay where he is at his own pleasure. But
this is not so when such a one as the Lord Saladin holds the
rule. There is not, | take it, a city or a province within the
whole realm where he could not by the bare word of his mouth
set up a ruler opull him down." "These things," said the
pilgrim, "are ordered far otherwise among us. This King Philip
of France has certain provinces over which he has some such
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It was some four days after this talk with the pilgrim
that it was noised abroad in the camp that the King's fleet was CHAPTER XV
at hand. There is a port, Scandalion by name, some three
leagues from this place, where was a igarr of the
Christians. The commander of this fort had despatched a swiftH OW KING RICHARD TOOKA GREAT SHIP
runner with tidings of the King's coming. | myself was at the
north gate of the camp when the man came, it being then an King Richard, with his chief nobles, disembarked an
hour and a half or so after sunset, and the message which heour before noon on the 8th day of June. | had the good fortune
brought was this, for | heard it with my own ears, as he to see him without difficulty, by the favour of one who has a
delivered it to the captain of the gate: "At sunset the fleet of charge in the ordering of the harbourwtbom | had done some
the King of England, forty ships or thereabouts, cast anchor inlittle service. Nor was this a small thing, for there was such a
the harbour of Tyre. It may be looked for, if the wind hold press and crowding of men to see the sight as | have never
good, aboti noon temorrow.” Scandalion is some three beheld before. Some were trampled under foot by the multitude,
leagues and a half from the camp, and the runner had done hignd one old man, a pedlar of merchandise, risetiéath in this
work bravely. He had come the sooner, he said, but that theway. He had gone in the hope of selling some of his gbods
light failed him when his journey was three parts done, and ‘tiswhat will not a man venture for gaid®ut fared ill, losing not
ill running in the darkas |, having been a post in years past, his wares only, for these were scattered in the dust, but his life
know full well. also. He was taken up still breathing, but dietdisfwounds and
other damage, made more grievous, maybe, by his losses. The
King was as noble a warrior as ever | have seen. Some that |
have known were taller of stature, but never one that bore
himself more bravely and showed more likelihood of strength
and courage. They that are learned in such things said that his
arms were ovelong for the height of his body; but this is scarce
a fault in a swordsman, another inch of length adding | know
not how much of strength to a blow. He was of a ruddy
complexion his eyes blue, with a most uncommon fire in them,
such as few could dare to look into if his wrath was kindled, his
countenance, such as befitted a ruler of men, being of an aspect
both generous and commanding.

No man can tell the joy that there was in the camp
when these tidings were known. | take it that there were few
that slept that night, so busy were they in talking of the mighty
things that King Richrd would do. And as for the runner,
'twas a lucky day and a profitable journey for him. Every man
must hear the tidings for himself, though indeed there was
nothing to be told but what has been written already. Nor did
they share their gifts. A full pouatid he carry away with him,
not, | believe, without some gold pieces in it. One such piece
he had to my certain knowledge from King Philip, who must
needs show delight in the coming of his brother king, whatever

he may have felt in his heart.
The King had already obtained an earndssuccess,

having done great damage to the Caliph Saladin by destroying a
ship fully laden with men and stores. This was the story told to
me by one that was in the King's own ship.

When the fleet, sailing southward, had passed the city of
Sidon by a leage or so, they were aware of a great ship that lay
about haHaleague to seaward, having all its sails set but
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scarcely moving, the day being calm. The King commanded thatno, 'tis certain, for this | know by the sight of my own eyes, that
a boat should be lowered and manned, so that this strangéhere are on board of this ship many soldiers, and thesbeor
vessel, being questioneahjght give an account of herself. This most part as stout warriors as the Sultan Saladin has in his
was done, and in the space of an hour or so the boat returnedyhole army. You may cut off my head, my lord king, or hang
with tidings that the captain of the stranger professed to be inme on the yarérm if | have not told you the truth.”

the service of Philip, King of France, to whom, he said, he was
carrying stores. "But,8aid the maratarms whom the King had
sent on the errand, ™tis somewhat strange that King Philip's
servant should be so ill acquainted with the King's own tongue.

| scarce could understand the fellow's talk, and, as for his looks,
if they were one partrénch they were nine parts Moorish." By
this time the stranger, which when she was first sighted lay end
on, now showed her broadside. Thereupon a certain pilot, whom
the King had taken on board at Sidon, said that he now
perceived what the stranger wa¥.i$ not a Frenchman," said

he, "but a Turk." And when the King commanded him to tell all
that he knew, he went on in this fashion: "See you," he said,
"how the ship's side shows here green and there yellow? These
colours are not, as might seem, for ornatnbut for use. Bull's
hides have been stretched upon the ship and painted, so as to
defend it against the fire which is much used in these parts for
the burning of ships upon the sea. | saw these laid upon the
sides in the harbour of Beyrout, chancingb® in that town
some few days since. It was the common talk in the place that as
the army that was besieging the city of Acre was like to have a
great increase of strength through the coming of the English
king and his fleet, so the garrison should be enaubre secure.

And | myself saw this ship laden with both men and stores; and,
indeed, there was of both such an abundance as can scarcely be
imagined. | counted one hundred catioelds of arms, small

and great, among which were bows and arrows, both eof th
Persian and of the Arabian kind, and swords and spears; engines
also for the casting of bullets and stones did | see put on board.
It was said also, but of this | have no knowledge, nor do |
altogether believe it, that there were sacks full of the most
deadly serpents that could be found, which were to be loosed in
the camp of the besiegers. But whether these beasts are there or
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Thereupon King Richard sent another boat to hail the like to alion in a cage. But for all their valour his men could
stranger; and at this, when it came within bowshot, the crew gain no foothold on the Turkish ship, for its deck was crowded
began to shoot with bows, judging that they could no longer with warriors of high renown, who were not less brave and apt
keep upthe pretence of being other than they were. Now while in arms than the Christians, and fought also, as it is easy to
these things were being done and said the ships had comeperceive, fom a great advantage.
closer together, as is wont to happen when there is a calm. It
must also be borne in mind that the Turks had remitted their
rowing, being busiedvith other things, and perceiving that
they must be saved by valour rather than by flight. Then there
began as fierce a fight as was ever seen upon these seas. Th
Turkish ship was, indeed, but one against many, but she was
of an extraordinary highness al@othe water, so that her
artillery wrought great execution among the King's ships, the
bolts and arrows falling on them from above. At one time it
seemed as if the stranger might yet go free; and this would
verily have come to padsso said he that told mef these
things, and he was a man used to the sea from hisdydatth
the wind but begun to blow even a little. As for King Richard,
he was like to a man beside himself. 'Twas his helplessness, as
he deemed it, that so moved him. Could he but have conveyed
himself to the enemy’'s ship, he had been better content. And,
indeed, his knights had much to do to keep him back from This was the tale as 'twas told to me; afterwards | heard
adventuring himself in a little boat, so that he might strike a that had the ship got safe to the towiis latter had never
blow with his own hand against these adversaries. been taken.

All that he could dowas to reproach his men with A deserter from the Turks that came into the camp
many and vehement words. 'Tis true that, urged on by these, affirmed that the Caliph Saladin was beside himself with grief
they performed very prodigies of valour. Some, jumping and rage when he heard of the losing of this ship, throwing
overboard from our ships, made their way to the great ship. himself upon the ground and tearing out his 8dmr handfuls,
Some of them cut the ruddeands, so that it was ronger with loud complaints against his destiny, "For," said he (this
possible to steer the ship, and others with great courage Was the deserter's report), "I have lost not only men and
climbed up the sides of the ship and would have made, had it treasure, but the city itself." This story | do not believe. | have
been possible, a footing on the deck. Again and again did these seen the Caliph many times and under diverse cirzunoss,
brave men make this, holding their swords in their teeth, and and he has ever been master of himself. Nor, indeed, is it the
agan and again were they thrust back by the Turks. And this way of these meh such, | mean, as hold the like faith with
went on, so said the teller of the tale, for the space of an hour, Saladi® to complain of fate. Let the most grievous disaster
the King walking to and fro meanwhile on the deck of his ship come upon them and they say, "It is fate," and this seems to
in great wrath, gnawing his beard and lips for fury. He was contet them, so far, at least, that they do not openly complain.
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When the King saw that nothing could be done in this
way he bethought him of another device, for of a truth he was
not less expert in the arts that belong to a leader and captain of
men than he was full of valour, incomparably experthe

sing of weapons, and strong above all measure. He made a
signal to the captains of his ships that they should cause them
to be rowed at full speed against the Turk, and this was done
forthwith. And here it was of no small advantage that the
King's ships were smaller and lower in the water, for their
bows so struck the sides of the Turk that the water rushed in,
and she began to sink. When the crew and the soldiers saw this
they leapt into the sea. Many were drowned and many were
slain; but some th&ing caused to be kept alive, judging that
they might be found useful in time to come. But of the engines
of war and store of provisions nothing was saved.



Nor must it be forgotten that this Saladin was expert in all the this ague may ever be, he was busy in the field, causing such
arts of the ruler and the general, and knew well that it behoved engines as he had to be set in convenient places for the assault
him to keep a brave face under even the greatest trouble. At of the town, and in other cares such as fall to a general. When
the same time it cannot be doubted that the loss of this ship he was pdorce shut in his pavilion by access of the fever, he
was a heavy blow to the Turks, hastening the fall of the city by suffered himself to take no rest. Messengers were coming and
many days. going from morning to night with news of the siéglee could
never hear enough of the doings of the Frenchdiagd there

were always near himmen skilful in the working and making

of engines. This one would show him some new thing pictured
upon paper; another would bring with him a little image, so to
speak, of an engine, made in wood or iron. Never was a child
more occupied with a toy than w&sng Richard with these
things. | am myself no judge of such matters, but | have heard
it said by men well acquainted with them, that the King had a
marvellous understanding of such contrivances. But these
cares were a great hindrance to recovery. Seaat Il judged,

and doubtless it had been thus in the case of most men. But the

The King had arrived some short time before the summer King was not as others, and, as it seemed to me, he drove
solstice, and he sickened on the day which the Cimisti ~ away his disease by sheer force of will.

celebrate as the Feast of St. Barnabas. | was called to see him, But before this came to pass the besiegers had
having, as | have said, no small fame as a healer. Never have Icontinued to assail the townittv their engines, nor were the

CHAPTER XVII

OFKING RICHARD IN CAMP

Some ten days after his coming to the camp King
Richard was taken with sicknessgtsame of which | have
before written. This was never altogether absent, but it grew
worse, as might indeed be looked for, in the heats of summer.

seen a sick man more intractable. My medicine he swallowed
readily, | may say, even greedily. Had | suffered it, he would
have taken it at intervals shorter by far than was ordered by
my prescription. Doubtless, he thought that the more a man
has of a good thing, the better it is for him. (So indeed many
believe, and of other things besides medicine, but wholly
without reasor).But in this | hindered him, leaving with those
who ministered to him sufficient for one dose only.

He was troubled about many things, about the siege,
which, as he justly thought, had already been too much drawn
out, about King Philip, whom he loved nioor trusted, about
his engines of war, of which the greater part had not yet

Turks, for their part, backward in replying. At this time the
greater part of the English engines not having reached the
camp, the French king and his men took the chief part in this
business. His best machine was one knbwithe name of the
Bad Neighbourand was set against the east wall of the city,
being exactly opposite to the tower which is called the
Accursed Tower. Now the Turks, to answer the attack thus
made, had set up an engine of equal power, and this was called
the Bad Kinsman The two made war, so to speak, on each
other How it fared with th&insman they of the camp knew
not, save that from time to time it would be still for the space
of two or three hours or more. As for tiNeighbour being

reached the camp; the ships that bore them having been MoOre in sight thn its enemy, it suffered more. Yet it was

outsailed by the rest of the fleet. His fever was of the

restored again and again, and this not in the night time only,

intermittent sort, coming upon him on alternate days. On the Putin the day also, when the smiths and others would work at
dayswhen he was whole, or as nearly whole as a man sick of NO little danger to their lives. And here | will say that | do
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admire the courage of tee common men with all my heart. own skin and too little for the work." All these doings were
'Tis one thing to ride on a noble steed, clad in armour of proof, told to King Richard when he lay sick in his pavilion. | will
and exchange blows with an adversary equally equipped, with not say that they troubled him, for hashould he not desire
many looking on and applauding, and another to work stripped the success of the besiegers? Yet it irked him to think that after
to the waist, as these smiths weoenpelled to do by the heat all the town might be taken without his helping. It comforted
of the sun, and to suffer ignoble blows for a poor wage of him not a little that when the Count of Flanders died he gained
some two pence by the day. There is, methinks, but an ill possession of a great engine that had keencount'd he
division in this world of the good and bad things of life. Butto  purchased it with gold, of which he had more in store than any
my tale. In the end thBad Neighbourdid its work to such other in the camp. Also he had caused to be made, and in truth
effect that there were made great breaches in the east wall of in an incredibly short space of time, two small slings of the
the city, and the Accursed Tower was little more than a most marvellous closeness of aim.

ruinous heap. Other engines also were busily worked in the
same region, of these may be mentioned two, one of which
was the possession of the Templars, the other of the
Hospitallers. None were better equipped or better served, these
two Societies having, | was told, great wealth, and sparing
nothing in the hire of workmen, the providing of levers and the
like (for these are smdily worn out), and other necessary
matters.

But of the King'ssiege works the most notable was that
which went by the name of the Belfry. It was a tower that
could be moved, being, indeed, set upon wheels. For lightness'
sake it was built of wood, but was defended against fire by
hides wherewith it was covered on sides, and from top to
bottom. This they brought up close to the wall, which it
overtopped by some six or seven feet, so that the engines upon
itd there were two of these; both of an almost incredible

Nor must | pass over one engine that was commonly strengtl® could cast stones and darts into the veryth&fahe
known as the Stone Slim of God. This was maintained not by town. Twas said | know not on what authority that a single
any king or prince or company of knights, but by common bolt from one of these engirtesnangonels they called
contributions. There was a certain pridsatttook his stand themd slew twelve men in the markptace.
hard by and called upon all that passed to give to the
maintenance of the engine, that is to say for the repairing of
such damage as might come from accident or continual use,
and also for the payment of such as gathered stones for
slinging. (This gathering was mostly done by children from
the villages near. | have seen many a one lying dead upon the
ground, having been slain by discharges from the walls, a most
piteous sight.) This priest also was a brave man, for whereas
he might have teod in shelter, he chose rather to take his
place on the open ground. Nor did this courage miss its
reward, for | saw that on a certain day, when he was hindered
from the work by some cause, and another came in his room
this man, showing that he had feeeceived but little. | heard
passersdy scoff, saying, "This fellow cares too much for his

On a certain evening when King Richard was mending
apace of his fever one came to his deah English knight,
Hugh Brown by nam& who brought the news that the king of
the French had commanded that a general assault should be
made on the town the very next day. The King would fain
know the cause of this sudden resolve. "Well,” said the
English knight, it came about, as | understand, in this fashion.
The Turks have this day destroyed two engines of King Philip
on which he had spent much time and gold." "Aye!" said King
Richard, "I know the two; th€at and theMantlet They are
pretty contrivingghe both of them, but | set not such store on
' them as does my brother of France." And here | should say

that theCat was like to a tent made of hides long and narrow
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and low upon the ground, with a pointed end as it might be a King Richard, and laughed a little, for he believed in his heart
ploughshare, which could H®ought up to the walls by men that his brother of ince had more craft than courage.

moving it from within, and so sheltered from the stones and
darts of the enemy. As for thBlantlet it was made in
somewhat the same fashion, only it was less in size, nor was it
to be brought near to the wall. King Philigved dearly to sit

in it, crossbow in han@ the French, | noted, like rather the
crossbow, the English the longowd and would shoot his
bolts at any Turk that might show himself upon the walls."

Nevertheless King Philip was as good as his word, for
that by sunrise on the day following the Christian army was
ready to make the attack. It was divided into two parts, of
which the one was set to guard the trenches thadsiege
works, for it was the custom of the Turks both to defend
themselves and to attack their adversaries at the same time,
and the other was to win its way into the town, whether by

But to come back to the knight's story. "An hour or so undermining the walls or by climbing over them at those
after noon, when th€at had been brought close to the wall, places wheréreaches had been made. At the trenches there
and theMantlet was in its accustomed place, some fifty yards was as fierce a fight as ever has been seen on this earth. 'Tis
distant, the Turks made an attack on both at the same momentnot so often as one who is strange to such matters might
of time. On to theCat they dropped a heavy beam; and when imagine that enemies meet man to man in actual conflict.
this with itsweight had broken in the roof, or | should rather Many times the one line or treher is broken by a discharge
say the back of th€at, a great quantity of brushwood, and of arrows or stones, or gives way because it has not such

after the brushwood a whole pailful of Greek d&irthe confidence in its own strength as will make it hold its place.
machine was over near to the wall, so that these things could But on this day when the French king sought to take the town
be dropped on it from abovet #eMantlet they aimed bolts of Acre 'twas a close fight from beginning end. The Turks

from a strong engine which they had newly put in place, and came on with swords, daggers, battles, and clubs set with
by ill luck broke it through. And verily before the nimblest iron spikes. There was not a man among them that carried a
tongued priest in the whole realm of England could say a bow; they were bent one and all on coming to close quarters
huntingmass, both were in a blaze." with their adversaries. Of a truth these Turks, thoudpvé
them not, are as valiant fighters as a man may see in any
nation under the sun. But for all their valour they had no
advantage that day in this battle at the trenches. They were
more open to blows, the Christians having a shelter of some
sort, especily such as had charge of the siege works. In the
end, after some three hours of fighting, they retreated, but
"And my brother of France," cried the King, "how  without haste or disorder, nor did their adversaries care to
fared he?" "He had as narrow an escape with his life," pursue them. But the other part of the besiegers did not fare so
answered the knight, "as ever had Christian king. His mantle, well. They approadd, indeed, close to the walls, though not a
nay his very hair was singed, and as for his ebuss, he was few fell by the way, pierced by arrows from the archers on the
constraind to leave it behind." "And he gave commands for walls, or struck down by bolts and stones from the artillery;
the assault in his anger?" said the King. "Tis even so," but scale them they could not. And the breaches when they
answered Sir Hugh. "Haply the night will bring counsel,” said were seen near at hand didtrappead so one that was
foremost in the assault told me afterwadrds® easy of access

What the man might mean by the priest and the
huntingmass | knew not then, but heard after, that when a
noble will go forth hunting, the service which they call the
mass is shortened to the utmost, and the priest that can say it
more speedily than his brethrerbisst esteemed.
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as they had seemed to be from a distance. The likeliest place ought to retreat. This slowness of wit is, in my judgment, often
for an assault was where the French king's men had come up profitable in war, for | have seen it more than once change

to the walls by a passage that they had dug thgeground,

and had hollowed out under the wall itself a pit which they
filled with brushwood. To this brushwood they set fire,
burning the timbers by which the walls were held up. It was
not wholly of stone, but was made in parts of clay and rubbish
endosed in a framework of timber. The framework burnt, the
earth fell, it is true, in heaps; but these same heaps were lofty
and needed much art in climbing. So steep were they for the
most part that even here ladders were needed as if for the
scaling of arupright wall. So far as | could hear, one man only
of all that were in the assault mounted to the top. This was one
Alberic, who was marshal to the French king. He, seeing that
his countrymen held back somewhat, a thing not to be
wondered at seeing how han affair it was, cried with a loud
voice, "Taday | will either die, or, God willing, will enter
Acre." So saying, he climbed by a ladder to the top of the wall,
but no man followed him, as surely some might have done. (It
was commonly said in the campat the Count Albert of
Montserrat who was with him held back at the last moment.)
Be that as it may, it is certain that he stood alone, and that
having slain many Turks, he fell covered with wounds.

It must not be forgotten that a scalilaglder was
broken by the weight of the men that were crowded upon it,
who, but for this chance, might have won their way to the top
of the wall and, maybe, into the town itself. But | have noted,
having had much experience in such matters, that such
mischances either daot befall the very bravest soldiers, or,
befalling them, are retrieved in some way or other. And here it
must be told that King Philip or his chief counsellors, for
jealousy of the English, did not suffer them to take a chief part
in the assault. Now th&nglish, | hold, having seen them
many times, have a certain stubborn valour that is not to be
matched elsewhere. 'Tis said by their enemies that they are of
so slow a wit that they do not perceive when they are beaten,
and still hold their ground when, @rding to all reason, they
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defeat into victory. As to King Richard, when he heard of the
things that came to pasdie slept late it morning, and knew

not of the assault till it was ov@rhe said, "My brother of
France is, methinks, too greedy of gain and glory; if he had
been willing to ask our help, he had done better." He sorrowed
for the brave men, fellowsoldiers of the Cross wviithim, who

had fallen to no purpose. Nevertheless, in his secret heart, he
was not illpleased that the French king had not taken the town
of Acre.
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CHAPTER XVIII

How THE TOWN WAS GIVEN UP

On the second day after the failure of the French
assault upon théown, King Richard would make his own
essay. He was not yet wholly recovered of his sickness; but it
would have passed the wit of man to devise means by which
he could be kept within his pavilion; nor must it be forgotten
that such restraint might havergohim more of harm than of
good. So his physicians, for he had those who regularly waited
on him (though | make bold to say that he trusted in me rather
than in them), gave him the permission which he had taken, |
doubt not, ungranted. He had caused atleato be built for
him which was brought up to the edge of the ditch with which
the town was surrounded. In this he sat, with a ebass in
hand, and shot not a few of the enemy, being skilful beyond
the common in the use of this weapon. But towns ate¢aken
by the shooting of bolts, howsoever well aimed they may be.
This may not be done save by coming to close quarters. Now
the King knew that the Frenchman's assault had failed for want

of a breach so open that the town might be entered thereby.

This, then, was the thing most needed. The King therefore
caused it to be publicly proclaimed that he would pay two old
pieces for every stone that should be drawn from its place in
the wall near to the Accursed Toweit was there that he was
minded to make hisassault. And as the day wore on he
increased this reward of two gold pieces to three and even
four, for it was his fixed purpose to attack the town on the next
morning. It was a happy device, not on account of the gold
only, though most men will do mucbrfgold, but because the
pieces were a token and proof of something achieved. And,
indeed, among those who strove to drag the tones from their
place were not a few wealthy men to whom four or forty
pieces of gold sere as nothing. But there is no manasit ¢
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the nobler sort, to whom praise is not precious. The Turks,
when they saw what was being done, hastened to hinder it, and
there was much fighting at the wall. One of the enemy had
donned the armour of Alberic the Frenchman, of whom | have
before writen. Him the King slew with a bolt from his cress
bow.

So much success the King achieved that the Accursed
Tower was altogether overthrown, but the town he did not take
on that day. He had valiant nobles and knights fighting for
him, but these were to@\ in number, and making assault in
one and the same place were opposed by the whole garrison of
the town. For to tell the truth, the King of England fell into the
very same error as the King of France, and from the same
cause. He was fain to keep all ilery and honour of the day
to himself. So it came to pass that while the English knights
and meratarms were striving and toiling to no purpose the
greater part of the army sat at their morning meal in the camp.
It can scarce be doubted, if one may juftgen what came to
pass within a few days, that if the whole host of the besiegers
had made an assault on the town in diverse places at the same
time, they would have broken through either in one quarter or
another. So by this foolish jealousy of the kingsd it should
in honesty be said, of their peoples also, for kings are as their
peoples are, many valiant men perished and the glory of the
achievement was greatly diminished.

Some seven days after these things there came into the
camp under a flag ofruce two chief captains of the Turks,
seeking an audience of the two kings with whom they desired,
they said, to treat of conditions of peace. The kings therefore,
sitting together, each with his chief counsellors, received them.
These Turkish captains,eh, spake to this purpose: "There is
no need to put you in mind for how long time ye have sat
outside this city, and at what cost of treasure and lives of men.
That your lordships know full well, and you know also by
experience that we who defend this towan still hold it
against you. At the same time we do not hide from you that we
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are in sore straits, and would gladly find deliverance for indeed, could hardly be denied to them. It was not therefore a
ourselves and yet more for our wives and children. We have thing to be marvelled at that in the course of some four days
come, therefore, tday, hoping that we may bring about a there ame other envoys from the town with other terms.
honourable end of these troubles. What we say, therefore, is These first offered to surrender the town, and the Holy Cross,
this. Let us send to our lord the Caliph Saladin, saying, 'If you and with these two hundred and fifty noble prisoners,
can bring to our help so great an army as shall be able to Christian men, whom they had; afterwards, when the kings
deliver the town from its enemies, then we will hold out; but if showed themselves ill content tvithese terms, they offered
you cannot bring it, then will we give up the town to our ten times as many prisondrsvho would have thought that
adversaries.' And your lordships shall set a time, seven days or they possessed so mafdyand a vast sum of money, not less
the like, for the Caliph is near at hand. And if we yield up the than a thousand thousand gold pieces, and, by way of surety
town then you shall suffer us to go out unharmed with our for the due fulfillment of these promises, a hundrédhe

arms and albur goods." This and what happened after | had noblest men in the city as hostages. On the other hand all the
from the scribe that was employed to take down and also to garrison was to have free leave to depart, and with them such
interpret the words of the captains. citizens as should choose this lot; only they should take with
them neither arms nor goods, but a single garment only. King

Then the King of France and his counsellors were Richard, therefore, was wholly justified by the event.

disposed to admit these conditions. "These are brave men, and
it is but seemly to do them honour; also they may hinder our It was on the thirtyfourth day after the coming of King
possessing the town to our great loss in life and wealth.” But Richard that the town was given up. Proclamation was made
the chief reason that moved King Philip's mind was his desire throughout the camp that no one should trespass by deed or
to depart home, as has been already set forth. When King word against the departinigurks. And, indeed, he who would
Richard heardhis he broke forth in great wrath, swearing at insult men so brave would be of a poor and churlish spirit. To
the same time a strong oath, which | care not to set down in the last they bore themselves with great courage and dignity.
this place: "Nay, shall we be content, after abiding outside this On the morning of the day of their departure they dressed
town for two years and more, to take it over wholly empty and themselves in their richest apparel, abé€ing so dressed
stripped?” showed themselves on the walls. This done, they laid aside

So thematter came to an end for the time, the two theC;r garmen:]s,dpllclln%tpem ;E atgreat heaﬁ 'P ;[jh_e ?ﬂeﬁet |
captains returning to the town, with nothing accomplished. and so marcnhed forth from the town, each clad in his shirt only

Then the engines were set to work again, and preparations but with a most cheerful countenance.

were made for yet another assault. That the town was in a sore When the lat of the Turks had left the town the
plight was sufficiently manifedtom this, that every morning Christian army entered. Half of it was given to the French
there was to be seen outside the camp a crowd of men andking, who had for his own abode the House of the Templars,
women who had fled from the place during the night, even and half to King Richard, to whom was assigned the palace of
casting themselves down from the walls, if they could not win the Caliph. In like manner the prisoseand all the treasure
their way otherwise. (But many, | doubt not, b the were equally divided. | take it that the besiegers were well
keepers of the gates.) These professed themselves to becontent, after their long sojourn in the camp and under tents, to
converted to the Christian faith and desired baptism, which, find a restingplace again under the roofs of houses.
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CHAPTER XIX

How THE HOSTAGES WERE SLAIN

The two khgs were no better friends after the taking of

The truth is that King Philip sickened, and this not for
the first time, of the camp few@rtis an ailment that finds a
man more easy of attack the more often it returns. Nor do |
wonder; as | have before writterhese strangers from the
West lived as freely in the matter of food and drink as if they
had been under the colder skies of their homes. And they were
most intemperately fond of hunting. Neither heat nor storm

the town than they had been before. The enmity between them would keep them from riding abroad with theitdons. This is

rather increased, for now there was, or, to speak more truly,

the sport they most affect, to wit, the pursuing of herons and

there seemed to be a most grave cause of quarrel betweensuch like birds with hawks which they tame and train for this

them. The town of Acre havingeen taken, they hoped that

end. The falcon is a female hawk, for in this kind of bird,

they would speedily be possessed of Jerusalem; and it was strange to say, the female is stronger, swifter, arddi than

very hotly debated between them, who should be king of that
city. There were some, and | was one of them, who thought
that this was but an idle controversy, and that ttme enough

to divide the spoils when they have been won. “Kill the bear,"
says an old proverb, "ere you sell his skin," and the slaying of
this bear seemed to many to be yet a long way off. Nor was the
thing itself one to be desired. Nevertheless thers, as | have
said, high debate concerning it. It matters not to write of the
rights and wrongs of the matter; for, as will shortly be seen, it
came to nothing. Only it is right to make mention of these
things. Surely there never was a war in this worteereof the

aim was so noble and the conduct so base.

But if the matter itself was of little moment, being even
as if two men should fall out concerning the disposal of the
kingdom of the moon, yet the enmity that came therefrom
between the two nations wasgreat evil and hindered in no
small degree the common enterprise. To such a height did it
rise that it was commonly said, aye and believed among the
followers of the French king, that their master, who fell ill at
this time, had been poisoned by KingcRard. A more foolish
accusation was never made. King Richard was a man of wrath,
and when the passion was upon him would strike without
regard of place or person. But he abhorred all malice and cratft,
and would not have done another injury by stealthafbthe
crowns and riches in the world.
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the male. King Philip was wholly devoted to this sport, and
took great pride in his birds, being, as | believe, not less proud
of one that he possessed, a bird of most uncommon size, than
he was of his horses. He would ride with it on his wrighe
hottest clays. "Twas this, and not any poison, that brought him
so near to his death, if indeed it was so in truth with him.
Some said that he feigned, not the disease itself, but the graver
signs of it. This is certain, that he greatly desired uim t
homeward, and that he had his wish some twenty days after
the taking of the town. What he gained by so departing | know
notd not, certainly, that province of Flanders which he was
said to covet. These things concern me not; but this | know for
certain,that by his departure the whole enterprise was greatly
damaged. If it had been possible for the English king to have
commanded the whole Christian host and to have used it at his
will, the end would, | doubt not, have been other than what it
was. So skilfuwas he in leading, so brave in battle, that
nothing could have hindered him from subduing the whole
land. But what would have followed thereon, and whether
such a subduing would have been for good or for evil, passes
my wit to declare.

For one shamefulleed the English king must answer,
and here at least King Philip was happy in that he had no share
in its doing. Of this deed | will now tell the story.
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When the army had had sufficient &stnd the King that there came the breaking of the agreement. To put it very
knew well that no army must have more than is eidfit, shortly, the Caliph said, "Restore to me the hostages and you
suffering more from excess than from defect in this matter shall receive the gold"; King Riclhé said, "Send on the gold
and it was now time to advance, there arose a great questionand you shall receive the hostages.” And neither was the
touching the agreement made when the town was given up. Caliph willing to trust the good faith of the King, nor the King
There was much going to and fro of messengers and embassieshe good faith of the Caliph.
between the Bglish king and the Caliph Saladin, much
debating, and many accusations bandied to and fro. Even to
this day no man can speak certainly of what was done or not
done in this matter. What | write, | write according to the best
of my knowledge. First, thent is beyond all doubt that the
Caliph did not send either the Holy Cross or the money which
had been covenanted, or the prisoners whom he had promised
to deliver up; but as to the cause wherefore he did not send
them there is no agreement, the Christidfis@ang one thing,
the followers of Mahomet another. As to the Holy Cross, let
that be put out of the account. No man that | ever talked with
0 and | have talked with madyever saw it. 'Tis much to be
doubted whether it was in being. As to the money, that
Caliph had it, or a great portion of it, at hand, is certainly true.
It was seen and counted by King Richard's own envoys. As to
the prisoners, it is hard to discover the truth. For my own part,
| believe that the Caliph was ready to deliver up all Heahad
in his own hands or could find elsewhere, but that he had
promised more in respect of this than he was able to perform.
Many of those whom he had covenanted to restore were dead,
either of disease or by violence. As for disease, it must be
noted hat a sick man was likely to fare worse in the hands of
Turks, where he lacked the services of women, than among his
own people; as for violence, there was not much diversity
between the Christians and the followers of Mahomet. But this
may be said, thatne who invades the land of others is like to
suffer worse injury should he come into their power than he
would have the disposition to inflict upon them. Whatever,
then, the cause, the Caliph had engaged in this matter far more
than he was able to perforfaut he did not fail from want of
good faith. | take it that it was from the matter of the money

So there was delay after delay, much talk to no
purpose, and the hearts obm both on one side and on the
other, growing more hot with anger from day to day. And
there was also the need which increased from day to day, as,
indeed, it needs must, for the Christians to be about the
business on which they came. They had taken dia tof
Acre, but that was but the beginning of their enterprise, for
they had to conquer the whole land. And how could the army
march with a whole multitude of prisoners in their hands? It
would need no small number of men to keep watch over them,
lest they should escape, or, what was more to be feared, do an
injury to the army. What could be worse in a doubtful battle
than that there should be these enemies in its very midst? | set
these things down because | would not do an injustice to the
English king,whom | have always held as one to be greatly
admired. Nevertheless | say again, that in the matter of the
prisoners he did a shameful deed. For on the 20th day of
August he commanded that all the prisoners that were in his
hands, whether they had been take battle, or delivered up
as hostages for the fulfillment of the covenant, should be led
out of the city and slain. These were in number between two
and three thousand. Some the King kept alive, for whom, as
being of high nobility and great wealth, heped to receive a
ransom; others were saved by private persons, a few for
compassion's saBethere were some, as | can testify of my
own knowledge, who were much set against the deed, and
would willingly have hindered & and others in the hope of
gain. But the greater part were slain without mercy, the
soldiers falling upon them, without arms and helpless as they
were. | saw the beginning of the thing, but gladly turned away
my eyes. If any man ask me this question, What should the
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King have done? | answete should have taken from them
the promise that they would not take arms against him or any
Christians, for the space of five years, or any other term that
might seem sufficient, and then let them go free. And what if
they had broken their oath? At the dedis conscience had
been free; and that, | take it, is no small advantage to a man,
not in the sight of God alone, but also in this world. In any
case, it had been better to suffer wrong than to do it. But this
is, | know, a thing far easier in word thamdeed. | have seen
not a few good men, brave, and chaste in life, and cheerful
givers of their substance, and careful of all duty, but of men
that were content to suffer wrong | have not found more than |
could count on the fingers of one hand.

CHAPTER XX

THE BATTLE OF ARSUF

Let it be known by those who are curious to note such
things, that from the day when the Christian army first came to
the town of Acre, to that on which it marched forth by
command of King Richard, was the space of two years, short
of three days; and from their marching forth down to the
making of peace was the space of one year and thirteen days.
Of this latter time | am now about to write, not relating all
things that came to pass, but such as came within my own
knowledge or werdold to me by others that had seen them,
and of these such only as were of special moment.

It was soon made plain to all that the spirit of the
Caliph and his Turks was not broken by the losing of the town.
Rather were they stirred up by it to more eamess and
courage; nor did they forget how their countrymen had been
cruelly slaughtered. For a time they were content to watch the
King's army as it went on its way, taking such occasion as
offered itself of plundering or slaying. If any lagged behind,
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falling out of the line of march by reason of weariness, or
seeking refreshment on the way, as when there was a spring of
water near to the road, or a vineyard with grdpésas just

the time of the ripening of grap@&ghen the Turkish horsemen
would be uporhim. Such loiterers escaped but seldom. And
for this business the Turks had a particular fithess, so quickly
did they come and depart. The Christian knights were clad in
armour, a great defence, indeed, against arrows and stones, but
a great hindrance if aman would move quickly; the horses
also had armour on them. There must be good reason for this
custom, seeing that 'tis commonly followed by those who, |
may say, are men of war from their youth, but it brings loss as
well as gain. A man is defended, tise, against many perils

of battle, save that he is like to be strangled if he falls from his
horse, but he is also put to no small disadvantage. Why do
they set men on horses but that they may go speedily to and
fro as occasion may call? but these kitsglare like to
fortresses rather than to riders. A man on foot can easily
outrun them; as for the Turks who rode on horses from the
deserd than which there is no creature on earth lighter and
speedied they flew from the Christian who would pursue
them, asa bird flies from a child who would catch it.

That there was no standing against these haawed
knights in the field is true. | have seen a company of them,
when the place favoured them, as charging down a hill, lay
their adversaries in the dust ageetis laid by a blast of wind.

But such chances were rare, even when there was a set battle;
in such conflicts as were fought on the march, they were of
little avail. There was another way in which the Turks did
great hurt to the Christian army. Some loém would creep

into the camp at night (the watch being but ill kept), enter the
tent and slay the men the whiles they slept. | do remember
how, some seven days after the departure from Acre, that there
was found an English knight, with his two squires &wd
yeomen all slain, and that on the dagger by which the knight
perished was a scroll with the woagharché written thereon,

by which word is signified "firsfruits,” the dead man being
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the firstfruits of the harvest of vengeance for the hostages that
had been slain.

RICHARD COEURDE LION ASSAILED BY A TROOPOF TURKISH
HORSEMEN
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On the twelfth day after the departure from the town
there was a very fierce skaught of the Turks, who had by this
time gathered much confidence. In this the Templars, who
were the reaguard of the army, endured much suffering and
loss. Sundry knights were slain or grievously wounded, and of
the horses so many were damaged oedilthat their chief, a
certain Hugh, Count of St. Pol, was welgh driven to
despair. Nevertheless there were some in the army to whom
the slaying of the horses was not altogether unwelcome, for
they were thus supplied with what they had otherwise
lacked that is to say, flesh meat. These men of the West are
wont to eat this meat in abundance, not keeping it, as is
commonly the custom in these regions, for high days and
festivals, but using it daily, yea and twice in the day. Now |
verily believe that if he whole store of sheep and oxen in the
land of Palestine had been gathered together it had not long
sufficed for this multitude of men. The want therefore of flesh
was very great. Such horses as were worn out with their
labours, yea, even such as perisbédlisease, were greedily
devoured. When, therefore, the horse of a knight was Kkilled,
being in good health and keeping, it was sought for with much
eagerness. | have seen men come to blows over the matter
when there chanced to arise some dispute asetdtilying.
When this came to the ears of the King, he sent a herald
throughout the host who made this proclamation: "Seeing that
it is an unseemly thing that a knight should play the part of a
huckster in the market, Richard, King of England, hereby
promises that he will give a wahorse of the worth of three
marks to any knight who shall freely bestow the flesh of a
horse that shall come by its death in battle to soldiers that are
in need.” Truly King Richard had an open hand. He took what
he needed withowcruple, as none know better than my own
countrymen, but he gave without stinting. He was himself
wounded on this day whereon the Templars suffered such loss,
a Turk thrusting him in the side as he fought in front of the
army, or, rather, to speak morely, in the rear. The wound
did not stay his hunger for battle; nay, rather, it whetted it; he
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