
This is an abbreviate sample of a list of Roman Wars and Battles  

Early Empire (44 B.C. to 180 A.D.)  

Battle War Description 

Mutina  
B.C. 43  

Caesarean 
Civil War  

Fought April 16, 43 B.C., between the adherents of Antony, and three 
Consular armies, under Hirtius, Octavius, and Vibius Pansa. Antony, who was 
besieging Mutina, was attacked simultaneously by the three armies. That of 
Pansa was routed, and Pansa slain but Octavius and Hirtius gained some small 
success. Antony, however, was undefeated, and continued the siege. On the 
27th Octavius and Hirtius made a combined attack on his lines, and succeeded 
in forcing their way through into the town, though Hirtius fell in the action.  

Philippi  
B.C. 42  

Caesarean 
Civil War  

Fought B.C. 42, between the Republicans, under Brutus and Cassius, 100,000 
strong, and the army of the Triumvirs, about equal in numbers, under 
Octavius and Mark Antony. Brutus on the right repulsed the legions of 
Octavius, and penetrated into his camp. Cassius, however, was overthrown by 
Antony, and would have been overwhelmed but for the arrival of aid from the 
successful right wing. The action was renewed on the second day, when the 
Triumvirs were completely victorious, and the Republican army dispersed. 
Brutus committed suicide on the field of battle.  

Perusia  
B.C. 41  

Caesarean 
Civil War  

This city was besieged in B.C. 41 by the forces of Octavius. It was the 
stronghold of Lucius Antonius, and Fulvia, the brother and wife of Mark 
Antony, who had tried to raise a rebellion against Octavius during Antony's 
absence in the east. The town was taken, and Fulvia died in exile, but Lucius 
was freed.  

Naulachus  
B.C. 36  

Caesarean 
Civil War  

Fought September 3, B.C. 36, between the Pompeian fleet of 300 ships, under 
Sextus Pornpeius, and the fleet of the Triumvirs, of equal strength, under 
Agrippa. The action was severely contested, but in the end Agrippa was 
victorious, and Pompeius fled with 17 vessels only.  

Mylex  
B.C. 36  

Caesarean 
Civil War  

Fought B.C. 36, between the Pompeian fleet, under Sextus Pompeius, and the 
fleet of the Triumvirs, under Agrippa. The Pompeians were defeated.  

Phraaspa  
B.C. 36  

Parthian 
War  

Fought B.C. 36 between Roman forces under Antony and a Parthian army 
under Phraates IV. Artavasdes, the king of Armenia had allied himself with 
Antony in order to revenge himself upon his enemy, the Medes, but he 
deserted before the battle, leaving the Romans exposed. The battle was drawn, 
but Antony's army suffered heavy casualties on the retreat  

Actium  
B.C. 31  

Caesarean 
Civil War  

Fought September 2, B.C. 31, between the fleet of Antony, 460 galleys, and 
that of Octavius, about 250 sail, but much lighter and less well manned than 
those of Antony. The battle was fiercely contested, with varying fortune; but 
at a critical moment Cleopatra ordered the Egyptian admiral to make sail, and 
with 60 galleys withdrew from the fight. She was followed by Antony, and his 
fleet, discouraged by his flight, surrendered after ten hours' fighting. The 
Octavians captured 300 galleys, and 5,000 Antonians fell in the action. A few 
days later Antony's land army of 120,000 men laid down their arms.  

Lippe  
B.C. 11  

Roman 
German War  

Fought B.C. 11 between the Romans, under Drusus, and the Sicambri, Suevi 
and Cherusii. The Romans were largely out-numbered and surrounded, and so 
certain were the Germans of victory, that they had already apportioned the 
spoil among the various tribes. Drusus, however, attacked the barbarians 
vigorously, and totally routed them with very heavy loss.  

the Main  
B.C. 9  

Roman 
German War  

Fought B.C. 9, when the Romans, under Drusus, attacked and totally routed 
the Marcomanni, driving them to the eastward and occupying their territory.  



Teutoburg 
Forest 
9 

Roman 
German War  

The site of this famous battle is supposed to be between the rivers Ems and 
Lippe, not far from the modern Detmoldt. In A.D. 9 the Roman army, under 
Quintilius Varus, was attacked while on the march and encumbered by a 
heavy baggage-train, by the Germans, under Arminius or Hermann. The 
country was thickly wooded and marshy, and the Romans could make but 
little defence, with the result that they were almost annihilated. Varus 
committed suicide on the field to avoid falling into the hands of the victors.  

Idistavisus  
16  

Roman 
German War  

Fought 16, between 8 Roman legions, under Germanicus, and the Germans, 
under Arminius. The Germans attacked the Romans in the open plain, but 
failed against the superior discipline of the legionaries, and were routed with 
enormous loss. Arminius with difficulty cut his way out of the press and 
escaped.  

Thala  
22  

Numidian 
War  

In the year 22, this fortress, defended by no more than 500 Roman veterans, 
was attacked by a large force of nomads, under Tacfarinas. The Romans 
sallied out, and inflicted so severe a defeat upon Tacfarinas that his army was 
dispersed.  

Medway  
43  

Roman 
Conquest of 
Britain  

Fought A.D. 43, between the Romans under the Emperor Claudius, and the 
Britons under Caractacus. The Britons were routed, and Camelodunum, 
Caractacus' capital, taken.  

Caer Caradoc  
50  

Roman 
Conquest of 
Britain  

Fought A.D. 50, between the Romans under Ostorius, and the Britons under 
Caratacus. The Britons were strongly entrenched in a high position and 
showered the Romans with arrows, but the strong armor of the Romans 
protected them, and the Britons, who could not prevail in hand-to-hand 
combat, were routed. Caractacus escaped, but was later turned over the the 
Romans in chains, by a Briton Queen who had already submitted.  

the Ordovici  
50  

Roman 
Conquest of 
Britain  

Fought A.D. 50, between the Romans, under Ostorius Scapula, and the 
Britons, under Caractacus. The Britons occupied the slope of a hill, where 
they were attacked by the Romans and totally routed. Caractacus fled to the 
Brigantes, by whom he was surrendered, and sent a captive to Rome.  

Watling street  
61  

Roman 
Conquest of 
Britain  

In the year 61 A.D., Suetonius, with 10,000 legionaries, totally routed an 
enormous host of Britons under Boadicea, Queen of the Iceni, who had sacked 
Camelodunum, and taken Londinium and Verulamium. The Britons lost 
80,000 killed, and Boadicea took poison on the battlefield.  

Bezetha  
66  

Roman 
Jewish War  

Fought October, 66, when the Romans under Cestius Gallus were attacked by 
the populace of Jerusalem, and driven out of their camp, with a loss of 6,000 
men and all their baggage and siege train.  

Jotapata  
67  

Roman 
Jewish War  

This place was besieged by Vespasian, with 60,000 Romans, December, 67, 
and was defended by the Jewish army under Josephus. The fortress held out 
for 47 days, when it was stormed and sacked. Josephus gave himself up to 
Vespasian.  

Bedriacum  
69  

Year of Four 
Emperors  

Fought April 14, 69, between the legions of the Emperor Otho and the 
Vitellians under Valens. The Imperial troops were utterly routed, and driven 
back to their camp, which they surrendered to the Vitellians on the following 
day.  

Cremona  
69  

Year of Four 
Emperors  

Fought December 69, between the Vitellians, and the Flavians under Antonius 
Primus, 40,000 strong. The Vitellians, who were without a leader, having 
deposed their general, Caecina, were attacked in their camp, and after a hard 
fight, which lasted throughout the night, were totally routed. The victors 
sacked and burnt Cremona.  

Campus 
Castorum  
69  

Year of Four 
Emperors  

Fought in 69 between the revolted legionaries, 70,000 strong, under Valens 
and Caecina, and the army of the Emperor Otho under Suetonius Paulinus. 
The Imperial troops gained some advantage, but Suetonius did not consider 
himself strong enough to follow it up, and was relieved of his command by 



Otho.  

Jerusalem  
70  

Roman 
Jewish War  

This city was besieged by Titus, with 60,000 Romans, in March, 70 A.D. It 
was defended with the utmost heroism by the Jews, who were led by the 
Zealot faction. At the end of six weeks Titus gained possession of the suburb 
of Dezetha, and then by hard fighting, captured position after position, until 
on September 8, the resistance of the defenders was finally overcome. 
Josephus says that 1,100,000 persons perished in the siege, but this is 
doubtless an exaggeration. The Romans after the capture sold 97,000 into 
slavery.  

Bingen  
70  

Year of Four 
Emperors  

In the year 70, Petilius Cerialis, who, with four Roman legions, had crossed 
the Alps from Switzerland, surprised the revolted Gauls under Tutor, in their 
camp at Bingen. The Gallic legionaries in Tutor's army deserted to the 
Romans, and Tutor was totally defeated.  

the Grampians  
84  

Roman 
Conquest of 
Britain  

Fought A.D. 84, probably on the Moor of Ardoch, between the Romans under 
Agricola, and the Caledonians, 30,000 strong, under Galgacus. The 
Caledonians attacked with great bravery, but were beaten by the superiority of 
the Roman discipline, and retired with a loss of 10,000 men. The Romans also 
lost heavily.  

Tapae  
87  

Roman 
Conquest of 
Dacia  

Two battles Fought 87/88 between a Roman army under Fuscus and Julianus, 
and the Dacians under Decebaulus. In the earlier campaign the Romans were 
ambushed and beaten. In the following campaign they were more successful, 
but concluded a peace with Dacia before completely subduing the region.  

Tapae  
101 

Roman 
Conquest of 
Dacia  

Fought 101, between the Dacians, under Decebalus, and the Romans, under 
Trajan. The Dacians were utterly routed, and driven across the river with 
heavy loss.  

Sarmizegethusa  
102 

Roman 
Conquest of 
Dacia  

Fought winter 102, between the Dacians under Decbalus and the Romans 
under Trajan. Both sides suffered heavy casualties and there was no decisive 
victory. Decebalus however, sued for a truce, and Rome gained tolerably 
favorable terms.  

Sarmizegethusa  
105 

Roman 
Conquest of 
Dacia  

The capital of Dacia was besieged in 105. After cutting off their water 
supplies, most of the garrison fled the city, leaving all of Dacia in the hands of 
the Romans.  

Ctesiphon  
116 

Parthian 
War  

This city was taken in 116 by a Roman army under Trajan. However, it was 
returned the following year, when Hadrian needed to withdraw from the 
territories conquered by his predecessor.  

Hatra  
117 

Parthian 
War  

This city was besieged in 117 by a Roman army under Trajan. Although he 
had conquered much of the surrounding territory, he did not take the city. He 
suffered a heat-stroke and had to return immediately to Rome, in failing 
health. His successor withdrew from the territory.  

Ctesiphon  
164 

Parthian 
War  

This city was besieged and taken in 164 by a Roman army under Avidius 
Cassius, but later abandoned.  

 


